Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
Our History
 
The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity was organized Friday evening November 17, 1911 in the office of Ernest Everett Just, professor of Biology at Howard University in Washington, D.C. The organizers were three juniors in the College of Liberal Arts; Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper, and Frank Coleman. They envisioned a creative idealistic national organization that would unite thousands of young men in aim, thought, and loyalty. 
The selected name of the organization, Omega Psi Phi represented three Greek letters which mean, “Friendship is Essential to the Soul”. The meaning of the letters was adopted as the Fraternity’s motto. Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift were adopted as the fraternity’s cardinal principles. 
At the second fraternity meeting, Edgar A. Love was selected the first Grand Basileus, with Oscar J. Cooper elected Grand Keeper of the Finance and Frank Coleman elected as Grand Keeper of Records and Seal. Shortly thereafter, 14 undergraduate men were inducted and constituted the first (Alpha) permanent chapter, the first national Greek-Letter fraternity to be organized by a Black institution for higher learning. Despite initial faculty opposition, it gained acceptance and blazed the trail for other fraternities and sororities that were destined to follow. The fraternity was formally incorporated October 28, 1914 by the United States Congress under the laws governing the District of Columbia. 
Long live the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and the principles upon which it is founded.
God save the organization and preserve her ideals.


INTERNATIONAL MANDATED PROGRAMS

Achievement Week – Originally designed to promote the study of Negro life and history. Achievement Week is observed in November of each year and is designed to seek out and give due recognition to those individuals at the local and international levels who have made a noteworthy contribution toward improving the quality of life for black Americans. A high school essay contest is to be held in conjunction with Achievement Week. This contest is open to all college-bound high school seniors. College scholarships are awarded to the winners, each of whom must submit an essay on a theme/topic chosen by the fraternity. This contest is a phase of the International Achievement Week observance. 
Scholarship – The Scholarship Program is intended to promote academic excellence among the undergraduate members. Graduate chapters are expected to provide financial assistance to student members and non-members. A portion of the fraternity’s international budget is allocated to scholarships through the Charles R. Drew Scholarship Commission. 
Social Action Programs – All levels of the fraternity are expected to facilitate, participate, and coordinate activities that will uplift their communities. An international committee will coordinate the multifaceted programs of the various chapters. Some of the activities under the umbrella of social action include, but are not limited to voter registration, education, and “getting out the vote”; assault on illiteracy; Charles Drew Blood Drive normally held in June; volunteering time to charities and less fortunate individuals; mentoring; and participation in fundraisers for charities such as American Diabetes Association, United Way, Sickle Cell Anemia, NAACP, etc. 
Talent Hunt Program – This program provides exposure, encouragement and financial assistance to talented young people participating in the Performing Arts. Winners of the competition are awarded recognition for their talents. Awards may include college scholarships. 
Memorial Service – March 12th of each year has been established as Memorial Day. Chapters are expected to conduct an appropriate service to recall the memory of those members who have entered into Omega Chapter. 
Reclamation and Retention – A concerted effort at the international, district, and local levels to return inactive brothers to full participatory status so that they may enjoy the full benefits of Omega. 
College Endowment Fund – Each year the fraternity gives at least $50,000.00 to Historically Black College Institutions (HBCU) in furtherance of Omega’s commitment to provide philanthropic support. Chapters are assessed donations based on chapter size. 
Health Initiatives – All levels of the fraternity are expected to facilitate, participate, and/or coordinate activities that will uplift their communities by promoting good health practices. An international committee will coordinate and facilitate multifaceted programs of the various chapters, districts, etc. It is anticipated that all local chapters will execute the helath directives at the local level. Some of the programs under the umbrella of Health Initiatives are the Charles Drew Blood Drive, AIDS/HIV Awareness and the American Diabetes Association Patnership. This does prevent the local chapters from performing additional health initiatives under the umbrella of the Health Initatives mandate. 
Voter Registration, Education, and Mobilization – All levels of the fraternity are expected to facilitate, participate, and/or coordinate activities that will uplift their communities through the power of the vote. An international committee will coordinate and facilitate multifaceted programs of the various chapters, districts, etc. It is anticipated that all local chapters will execute the directives at the local level. This does prevent the local chapters from performing additional voter initiatives under the umbrella of the Voter Education, Registration and Mobilizations mandate. 
NAACP – Every district and chapter of the fraternity is required to maintain a Life Member at Large in NAACP. In the event that a chapter or district is not a life member of the NAACP, it must maintain a yearly membership to be in could good standing with the fraternity. Furthermore, all members of the fraternity are strongly encouraged to become members of NAACP. 


Famous Omega Men
THE ARTS
William Count Basie – Internationally known pianist, composer, arranger, and band leader. 
Langston Hughes – The Black Poet Laureate, excelled as a poet, playwright, novelist, lyricist, and humorist. 
Sterling Brown – Teacher, poet, writer, Professor Emeritus of Literature at Howard University, has a special foundation for folk culture and jazz music. 
Carl Rowan – Syndicated columnist
Joe Torry – Comedian 
William H. “Bill” Cosby – Comedian, author, actor, producer. 
Roland Hayes – Internationally known tenor of the 1920s. Hayes sang in five different languages. 
ATHLETICS
Michael Jordan – Outstanding basketball player with the Chicago Bulls of the NBA. 
De Hart Hubbart – A University of Michigan sprinter; was the first Black person to represent the United States in the Olympic Games (1924). 
Ed “Too Tall” Jones – Outstanding player with the Dallas Cowboys football team. 
Joe Black – An all-time great Brooklyn Dodger baseball pitcher. In 1952, he had the lowest earned-run average in the Major Leagues. 
Charlie Ward – Heisman Trophy winner and NY Knicks guard. 
Hank Aaron – Home-run King who broke Babe Ruth’s record. 
BUSINESS 
Earl Graves – Publisher of Black Enterprise magazine. 
Gillard S. Glover – President, Afro-American Life Insurance Company. 
Thurman McKenzie – Co-owner of M and M Products (Sta Soft Fro). 
Otis M. Smith – General Counsel, General Motors Corporation. 
Nathaniel Bronner – Co-owner of Bronner Brothers Beauty Supplies 
Jesse Hill – President of Atlanta Life Insurance Company. 
William Kennedy III – President of North Carolina Mutual Insurance Company. 
CIVIL RIGHTS
Rev. Jesse Jackson – Former Director of Operation PUSH; Founder, Rainbow Coalition. 
Grant Reynolds – Played a major role in President Truman’s 1948 decision to desegregate the United States Armed Forces. 
James Nabrit – Former Dean of Howard University Law School and former president of Howard University. A leader in the training of the early Civil Rights lawyers. 
Wiley Branton – Attorney of the “Little Rock Nine” and former Dean of Howard University School of Law. 
Roy Wilkins – Long-time Executive Director of the NAACP. 
Benjamin Hooks – Succeeded Roy Wilkins as Executive Director of the NAACP, the most effective of all civil rights organizations. 
Vernon Jordan – Former Executive Director of the National Urban League
Khalid Muhammad
EDUCATION
Dr. Ernest E. Just – Professor of Biology at Howard University, and 1st honorary member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
Dr. Carter G. Woodson – The earliest and most outspoken proponent for the study of Black History. 
Benjamin E. Mays – President Emeritus of Morehouse College, writer, and lecturer. 
Herman Dreer – Teacher, minister writer, and author of The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., 1911-1961. 


[image: ][image: ]Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
Ninth District

Membership Recruitment Process Fees
Fall 2009 & Spring 2010
**********************************************************
INTERNATIONAL INTITIATION FEES
	
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

	3 Years Dues
	$195.00
	$300.00

	Fraternity Pin Rental
	$85.00
	$85.00

	Dreer History Book
	$40.00
	$40.00

	Gill History Book
	$25.00
	$25.00

	Processing Fee
	$415.00
	$415.00

	Background Check 
	$25.00
	$25.00

	Building Assesment
	$100.00
	$200.00

	TOTALS 
	$885.00
	$1,090.00



Note: Remittance must be in the form of ONE payment per candidate (i.e. no multiple forms of payment to desired total)
******************************************************************************
DISTRICT INITIATION FEES
	
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

	3 Years Dues
	$150.00
	$150.00

	Ninth District Unity Pin
	$70.00
	$70.00

	Ninth District Unity Pin Postage
	$5.00
	$5.00

	Processing Fee
	$50.00
	$50.00

	Initiation Fee
	$25.00
	$25.00

	District Meeting Registration Fee 
	$135.00
	$160.00

	TOTALS 
	$435.00
	$460.00



******************************************************************************
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