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Sonata Form in the Romantic Era 

Traci Bair 
 

 The f irst movement of BeethovenÕs Piano Sonata in C Major, 
ÒWaldsteinÓ op. 53 is of the Romantic era, with much expansion and extension, 
unusual key areas, dramatic dynamics, and intense rhythmic activity.  However, 
Beethoven was a master at expanding classical forms.  Therefore, the f irst 
movement of the Waldstein contains clear hallmarks of a Classical era sonata 
form while also utilizing many unusual and unexpected aspects that go against 
the clear-cut form.   

The exposition of the first movement in BeethovenÕs Piano Sonata in C 
Major closely follows the Classical era sonata form.  The exposition begins with 
a sentence as the main theme.  The sentence is an unusual length, and its two 
halves are not symmetrical.  The presentation phrase is 8 measures long while 
the continuation lasts only 4 measures, even more unusual.  The main theme is 
in the home key of C major.  I t ends with a PAC in the home key followed by 
two measures of extension which land on the dominant.  While BeethovenÕs 
piece does contain a transition following the MT, it modulates to the ÒwrongÓ 
key of E major instead of the dominant key G major.  Therefore, this extension 
must function to reinforce the dominant of the home key. 

 The transition, beginning in m. 14, spans 20 measures and modulates to 
the unexpected key of E major.  Otherwise, it does what is expected of a 
transition in sonata form.  It contains increased rhythmic activity and 
fragmentation of the basic idea to move the music away from the tight knit 
structure of the main theme.  The transition is abnormal in the fact that it does 
not end with a clear half cadence.  I t simply contains several measures of B 
major (which is V in the key E major) before the subordinate theme begins.  So 
Beethoven utilizes standing on the dominant instead of a half cadence at the end 
of this transition. 

 The subordinate theme begins in m. 35 with a change in texture, tempo, 
and phrasing.  The initiating section contains a basic idea (different from that of 
our main theme) which is then repeated.  A different basic idea is expected in 
this Romantic era piece, but even in the Classical era, monothematic sonatas 
were rare.  The medial section contains much repetition and increased rhythmic 
activity.  The theme ends with the cadential section in an expanded cadential 
progression in E major.  While the formal structure is normal compared to 
Classical era sonata form, the subordinate theme, like the transition, is in the 
abnormal key of E major.  In sonata form of the Classical era, the subordinate 
theme should be in dominant or V of the home key or the relative major (III) if  
the home key is minor.  This home key of C major should transition to G major, 
but instead goes to E major or III.  Beethoven appears to be combining a major 
key with the rules regarding minor key areas. 

 The subordinate theme is followed by a closing section, beginning in 
m. 74, which modulates back to the home key of C major.  I t ends with a 
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deceptive cadence in C major and is followed by 2 measures of retransition 
which, through use of a cadential progression, lead right into the repeat of the 
main theme. 

 Following the repeat of the expo, the development begins in m. 86.  I t 
starts with material derived from the ending of the previous closing section.  It 
then moves into material which fragments the presentation phrase and 
continually increases rhythmic activity.  Because the opening of this 

development starts 
with material 
related to the 
closing section and 
basic idea of the 
expo, this f irst 
section is a pre-
core.  The 
fragmentation of 
the basic idea then 
turns into small 
model sequence 
and repetition. 

The core 
of the development, 
or at least the 
section which most 
closely resembles a 
Classical era core, 
starts in m. 112 
with a 4 measure 
model.  This phrase 
is in the key area of 
C major.  The 
model is then 

sequenced three 
times, following the 

circle of f ifths progression, first to F major then to Bb major then to Eb major.  
(see example) The phrase is then fragmented over twelve measures and 
eventually makes its way back to the key area of C major.  The core ends on a G 
major chord in m. 136, following a predominant vii7/V in the previous measure.  
Although this development section goes through a variety of key areas, C major 
seems to dominate the overall tonality.  This is very unusual since it is the home 
key of the main theme. 

 The retransition begins in m. 136.  As expected, the retransition lies 
largely in the dominant tonality of G major and basically stands on the dominant 
for its entire duration.  This makes for a smooth, easy transition into the recap 
and C major. 

Model/Sequence in the Core 
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The recapitulation begins in m. 156.  The main theme is an exact 

repeat of the exposition.  However, five additional measures of extension are 
added to the end.  Also, the chord in m. 168 is a half step higher than in the 
exposition, making it deceptive.  This change leads into a measure of Db major.  
This key is seemingly out of place, but it reappears in the coda and will be 
discussed then.  The additional extended measures obscure tonality and lead 
away from the home key of C major.  This is unusual because the recapÕs job is 
to remain in the home key, reinforcing tonality.  However the added material is 
fairly common of Beethoven as is the emphasis placed on ÒflatÓ tonal regions. 

 The transition begins in m. 174.  It begins identically to that in the 
expo.  But instead of emphasizing the dominant (G major) of the home key, the 
music stands on E major, the dominant of A major.  Also, m. 183 contains new 
material.  This added material results in a slightly expanded transition in the 
recap.  Again, expansion is common for Beethoven. 

 As to be expected from the transitionÕs tonality, the subordinate theme, 
starting in m. 196, begins in A major.  The structure and phrasing are the same 
as that in the exposition.  While the tonal pattern is what is expected, the key 
areas are not.  In Classical era sonata form, the transition and subordinate theme 
in the recap should not have identical keys to that of the exposition.  Rather, 
their keys should be ÒfixedÓ so as not to modulate.  Everything should remain in 
the home key.  In this piece, Beethoven creates an entirely new key pattern for 
the recapitulation.  While the key of the subordinate theme went up a major third 
from the home key in the exposition, it conversely goes down a minor third in 
recapitulation.  Both are chromatic mediants.  Also, the keys of the subordinate 
themes in the expo and recap are related, with E major (expo) being the 
dominant of A major (recap).  However, one signif icant change is made to the 
subordinate theme in the recap.  While the ST in the expo closes with a PAC in 
E major, the ST in the recap ends with a PAC in the home key of C major.  
Around m. 221, an expanded cadential progression in C major begins, lasting 
through m. 235.   So while the subordinate theme in the recap began in the 
unusual key of A major, it ended in the expected home key of C major.  
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The closing section, beginning in m. 235, is structurally the same as in 

the expo.  It remains in the correct key of C major through m. 245 and ends 
there with a PAC.  I t is followed by 4 measures of retransition which modulate 
to Db major, leading right into the coda. This is where the extended material 
from the recap ties in with the coda.  The coda begins in m. 249 in Db major and 
closely resembles the opening of the development section.  The key areas are 
different than those of the development but the material, like that of the pre-
core, is derived from the basic idea.  The music then moves to a 4 measure 
model beginning in m. 261 which is then sequenced.  Although the core of the 
development also starts with a model/sequence, the material in the coda is 
different and new.  In most Classical era sonatas, the coda does not contain new 
material.  However, it does make sense to find that Beethoven has incorporated 
new material into this coda, keeping with the romantic nature of this entire 
piece.  The next place for old material to appear in this coda is in m. 284.  This 
material from the subordinate theme is finally presented in the home key of C 
major.  So, while Beethoven didnÕt ÒfixÓ the key of the ST in the recap and 
instead modulated it to A major, he does put it in the correct key in the coda. 
(see example)  This is followed with one more salute to the basic idea in the 
home key.  So after a development-like beginning of the coda, Beethoven uses 
an inverted recap structure to end the piece with the correct tonality.  It ends 
with a PAC and three fortissimo C major chords.  Beethoven finally reaff irms 
the home key of the piece, after so much obscuring throughout. 

 While the skeleton of a Classical era sonata form can be superimposed 
on the f irst movement of BeethovenÕs Piano Sonata in C major, the piece 
clearly does not f it the form in an exact way.  While one can identify the big 
structures, Beethoven has expanded upon their forms.  And while the tonality 
follows logic and functions beautifully in this piece, Beethoven clearly did not 
follow the rules of the classical form.  Through a variety of tonal and structural 
devices, Beethoven created a piece of music which is of the Romantic era, while 
still keeping some semblance to the Classical era sonata form. 
 
 
 

Subordinate Theme material with “fixed” key in the Coda 
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The Role of Chr ist in Atonement in Romans 3:25 

Brandon Blacksten 
 

ÒGod presented [Christ Jesus]  as a sacrif ice of atonement, 
through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his 
justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished.Ó Romans 3:25, NIV 
(emphasis added) 
 
ÒGod presented [Christ Jesus]  as the one who would turn 
aside his wrath, taking away sin through faith in his blood. He 
did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance 
he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished.Ó 
Romans 3:25, NIV (alternate reading, emphasis added) 
 
Ò[Christ Jesus]  whom God put forward as a place of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over the sins previously committed.Ó Romans 
3:25, NRSV (alternate reading, emphasis added) 

 
Introduction 

The above verse is presented in three readings of two translations. 
Although the differences in wording are subtle, they can have a significant 
impact on oneÕs understanding of PaulÕs theology of atonement and, as a result, 
PaulÕs understanding of the nature of God. One word in Romans 3:25 is the key 
to understanding ChristÕs role in the atonement of humanityÑ as a substitution 
which takes on GodÕs wrath incurred by sinners, as an intercessor who turns 
GodÕs wrath away from sinners, or as the new mercy seat, the place in which 
Israel finds justif ication from its sins. The difficulty in translating this word 
arises out of the fact that it appears nowhere else in the New Testament, and 
only twice in the rest of the New Testament are words of the same family 
found.1 The nature of PaulÕs writings also presents an obstacle toward obtaining 
his theology. Although he is a deep theological thinker, Paul writes like a revival 
leader, one whose theology is deeply imbedded in his writing, but who does not 
give a full exposition of his systematic theology. For this reason, piecing 
together PaulÕs theological position on any specific issue can be very difficult. 
In attempting to do just that, this paper will examine the three major translations 
of hilast! rion in Romans 3:25 and evaluate which best describes PaulÕs 
understanding of ChristÕs role in atonement. 

                                                
1 Judith Gundry-Volf, ÒExpiation, Propitiation, Mercy Seat,Ó 

Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, ed. by Gerald F. Hawthorne and Ralph P. 
Martin (Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press: 1993), 279. 
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The word hilast! rion has been translated in three major waysÑ
expiation, propitiation, and mercy seat. Expiation can be understood as GodÕs 
elimination of sin through ChristÕs death. Propitiation is the appeasement of 
GodÕs wrath through ChristÕs death. Mercy seat references the place in the holy 
of holies around which the Day of Atonement ritual was directed.2 More simply, 
as Wright puts it,  

ÒBy itselfÉ  [hilast! rion]  meant Ômercy-seat,Õ the focal point 
of the great ritual of the Day of atonement; and, thence, the 
place and/or the means of dealing both with wrath (or 
punishment) and with sin. Dealing with wrath or punishment 
is propitiation; with sin, expiation. You propitiate a person 
who is angry. You expiate a sin, crime, or stain on your 
character.Ó3  

 
Expiation 

 Gundry-Volf finds expiation to be the most accurate translation of 
hilast! rion. For her, expiation works because it describes the action as initiated 
by God and as a merciful act of love toward those who are tarnished by sin, but 
which still includes punishment of sin. God presents Christ as expiation and is 
thereby able to punish the sin which, in his forbearance, he left unpunished. She 
does not believe that the idea of appeasing GodÕs wrath is scripturally supported 
in Romans 3:25, nor does she believe that the text in any way calls for 
propitiation of GodÕs wrath. Expiation follows in line with the Septuagint use of 
the same word group to which hilast! rion belongs, as well as helping to promote 
understanding of the righteousness of God through ChristÕs death and affirming 
GodÕs judgment as an expression of love.4 

 Friedrich BŸchsel, in no uncertain terms, aff irms the translation of 
hilast! rion as expiation. According to him, translating hilast! rion as 
ÒpropitiationÓ would imply God as the object of propitiation and humans as the 
subject. For BŸchsel, God must be the subject of atoning action, and humanity 
must be the object. In expiating humanity, God reveals his grace and 
righteousness Òwhich distinguishes between a sinner and his sin, which 
separates him from his sin, which brings him to a faith that is also repentance, 
i.e., self-judgment and true conversion.Ó5 BŸchsel is also careful to emphasize 

                                                
2 Ibid., 279. 
3 N. T. Wright, ÒThe Letter to the Romans,Ó The New InterpreterÕs 

Bible, Vol. 10 (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2001), 476.  
4 Gundry-Volf, 279-283. 
5 Friedrich BŸchsel, Ò!" #$%&' !( ) ,Ó Theological Dictionary of the New 

Testament, edited by Geoffrey W. Bromiley et alia (Grand Rapids, MI: William 
B. Eerdmans, 1974), 322. 
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that through faith corresponds to hilast! rion and not Òin his blood,Ó that faith is 
placed in the atonement given by Christ.6  

 KŠsemann also understands hilast! rion as expiation, noting the cultic 
language of the verse. To KŠsemann, hilast! rion does not function as the mercy 
seat because Christ cannot Òbe simultaneously the site of the offering and the 
offering itself.Ó7 In addition, a congregation of primarily gentile Christians 
would likely not have understood the allusion to the mercy seat.8  
 
Propitiation 

 Cranfield understands hilast! rion as propitiatory sacrifice. However, 
this propitiation does not have a human as the subject and God as the object. ÒIn 
the process of averting this righteous wrath from man it is God Himself who 
takes the initiative.Ó9 He discounts expiation on the basis that it does not provide 
a way to divert divine wrath. God gave Christ the purpose of being the 
propitiatory sacrifice so that God, in his mercy, could forgive the sins of humans 
without condoning or letting sins go unpunished. Cranfield also denies the 
possibility of calling hilast! rion the mercy seat because in all but one 
appearance of the word for Òmercy seatÓ in the Septuagint, there appears an 
article, but there is no article for hilast! rion in verse 25. There is also nothing in 
the rest of the chapter which would indicate that the mercy seat is what is meant 
by hilast! rion. Furthermore, Christ being the location and object of sacrif ice is 
difficult to conceive. For Cranfield, the mercy seat is best understood as Òa type 
of the Cross.Ó10 
 
Mercy Seat 

Fitzmyer holds that PaulÕs use of hilast! rion takes the meaning of the 
same word in the Septuagint, Òmercy seat.Ó Fitzmyer argues that although 
hilaskethai, a related verb, would be translated Òappease, propitiate,Ó there is no 
backing in either the Septuagint or Paul to justify such a meaning for 
hilast! rion.11 He literally translates the word Òas a means of expiation.Ó12 
However, he takes his interpretation of the word beyond simply a means of 
expiation and specifies the type of expiation: ÒPaul is undoubtedly saying that 
Christ crucified has become the mercy seat of the new dispensation, the means 
of expiating (= wiping away) the sins that have estranged human beings from 

                                                
6 Ibid., 320-323. 
7 Ernst KŠsemann, Commentary on Romans (Grand Rapids, MI: 

William B. Eerdmans, 1980) 97. 
8 Ibid. 
9 C. E. B. Cranfield, The Epistle to the Romans, Vol. 1, The 

International Critical Commentary (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1975), 216. 
10 Ibid., 208-218. 
11 Joseph Fitzmyer, ÒThe Letter to the Romans,Ó The New Jerome 

Biblical Commentary (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1990), 841. 
12 Ibid. 
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God.Ó13 Similar interpretations of Christ as the mercy seat can also be found 
in BŸchsel, Gundy-Volf, and Wright, although they do not agree on all of the 
details. 

 
Synthesis 

Wright himself neglects picking one term to interpret hilast! rion. 
ChristÕs death simultaneously satisfies GodÕs divine wrath and justifies the 
sinner. PaulÕs context in 3:25 Òdemands that the word not only retain its 
sacrificial overtones (the place and means of atonement), but that it carry the not 
of propitiation of divine wrathÑ with, of course, the corollary that sins are 
expiated.Ó14 The propitiation vindicates GodÕs righteousness from the 
forbearance in which he allowed previous sins to go unpunished, and the 
expiation eliminated the sin of those who have faith. Jesus is both the place and 
means of atonement. Wright also asserts that ÒJesusÕ faithfulness was the means 
by which the act of atonement was accomplished, by which there took place that 
meeting between God and the whole world of which the mercy-seat was the 
advance symbol.Ó15 
 
Analysis of Arguments 

 I agree with Gundry-Volf that God initiates the expiation. Paul would 
certainly agree that humans are unable to initiate their atonement. I also agree 
with her assertion that a propitiation of GodÕs wrath is not called for in the text. 
While GodÕs wrath was indeed propitiated as a result, the propitiation was 
merely a consequence of the expiation of humanityÕs sins. Contrary to Buchsel, I 
do not think that humanity necessarily must initiate propitiation, but again, even 
this Christ-initiated propitiation would come as a result of the expiation of sin, 
not of its own accord. I disagree with Kasemann in his disagreement with Christ 
as the mercy seat. Many scholars agree that this verse is likely a quotation of a 
liturgical formula, and as Paul writes as if his audience is familiar with Jewish 
tradition, it is likely that they are familiar with the idea of the mercy seatÑ and 
now they can see Christ as the Òeschatological antitypeÓ of the mercy seat.16 
 With regard to Cranfield, I have already discussed that propitiation occurs as a 
result of expiation. I am intrigued by his understanding of the mercy seat as a 
type of the cross. This is certainly not called for in the text, but is not 
incompatible with the understanding of ChristÕs atoning action as the new mercy 
seat. In Fitzmyer, I f ind much with which I agree in his understanding of 
hilast! rion. The scope of WrightÕs interpretation, while intriguing, is 
unwarranted by the text. Rather, he tries to make a synthesis of the three major 
translations. While Wright is insightful, he seems to want to have his cake and 
eat it too, and we must distinguish between Paul and Wright. 

                                                
13 Ibid. 
14 Wright, 476. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Gundry-Volf, 282. 
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Conclusion 

In researching, I have found much insight in every commentary and 
article, but I find myself most in line with Fitzmyer. Our best understanding of 
PaulÕs hilast! rion in Romans 3:25 is the new mercy seat, the expiation of sins 
for those who have faith in Christ. This expiation is necessary in order to 
maintain the righteousness and covenant of God, which would be neglected by a 
continual forbearance of sins which were not previously punished. However, I 
believe that while Paul intended to convey ChristÕs atoning sacrif ice as 
expiation, he would exhort us to always remember that more important than our 
understanding of ChristÕs role in our atonement is that we are, in fact, atoned 
through our faith in Christ. 
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The Vital: History of Present I llness (HPI ) 

Christopher Conrady 
 

The emergency room echoed all night from the sounds of ambulances 
arriving and unloading patients.  While the chaos and sounds were 
commonplace for the chief presiding doctor, this was not normal for his 
residents.  They had not slept at all, and nurses began to see the effects.  The 
normally mistake-free bunch of arrogant, smooth-talking residents had faltered 
many times during the night, and the night was still young.  The biggest mistake 
had come at the most critical time for a middle-aged, obese, white American.  
The man entered the hospital coughing up blood.  He claimed to have difficulty 
breathing, yet the residents swiftly sent him off to get his vitals and to run 
tuberculosis tests. 

 However, these exhausted residents did not listen to the man who had 
been at a bar all night and had become involved in a brawl.  The man had been 
struck several times in the stomach and chest with a bat.  This man was 
coughing up blood due to internal bleeding from his lungs and stomach.  He did 
not have tuberculosis.  A simple mishap of not obtaining a valid history of 
present illness by the residents soon became a mistake that could cost this 
overweight, middle-aged man his life. 

 The chief doctor quickly stepped in after being alerted by a high-
ranking nurse who had taken the manÕs vitals.  She claimed the man had huge 
bruises on his chest and stomach along with diff iculty breathing.  The doctor 
soon called a surgeon.  This man needed immediate surgery, and if he did not 
get into the operating room within the next ten minutes, the chief doctor feared 
the surgery would be pointless.   

With orders written and specialists on their way, everything seemed to 
be under control for the time being, so the chief doctor called in his residents to 
teach them a lesson.  He normally would have called them in earlier, but the 
obese man did not have time to spare.  Quickly the doctor told his residents that 
their drastic mishap could end this manÕs life.  Again, he told them of the 
necessity of getting a full and valid history of present illness.  He reminded them 
that a history of present illness did take time to pry the story from a patient, but 
it helps to better understand the cause of the chief complaint of the patient.  
They simply could not afford to skip over such an important step of medicine 
unless they wanted their patients to die. 

Doctors use many different tactics to pinpoint and diagnose a disease of 
a patient.  One of the greatest and f irst tools they use is the history of present 
illness that these residents failed to employ.  According to American College of 
Physicians, a history of present illness is Òa chronological description of the 
development of the patient's present illness from the first sign and/or symptom, 
or from the previous encounter to the present encounterÓ and includes the 
following: Òlocation, quality, severity, duration, timing, context, modifying 
factors, and associated signs and symptoms.Ó  The history of present illness is 
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vital in diagnosing a patient quickly and accurately.  In fact, the University of 
California at San Diego School of Medicine claims, ÒObtaining an accurate 
history is the critical first step in determining the etiology of a patient's problem. 
A large percentage of the time, one will actually be able make a diagnosis based 
on the history alone.Ó  The history of present illness is a necessary step in fully 
and effectively treating a patient. 

While the story about the emergency room residents is realistic, it is not 
based on a true story.  However, the story shows the necessity of a history of 
present illness, no matter how diff icult it is to get the patient to talk.  If the 
history of present illness had been completely obtained, the man would not have 
been on the verge of dying from internal bleeding.  The history of present illness 
is vital in pinpointing the cause of a medical problem, but it is often very 
difficult to get a patient to accurately present the symptoms and story.  

Not all histories of present illness are difficult to obtain.  Doctors 
occasionally walk into a room and are bombarded by the history of present 
illness from the patient; however, these circumstances are rare.  Most sick 
physicians fall into this category.  When they succumb to sickness, the diseased 
doctor makes an appointment to see another doctor but much too late due to 
unwillingness to admit symptoms and sickness.  Many doctors do this because 
they realize the consequences of the ailments they have and do not want the 
disease that produces the symptoms they are experiencing.  Overall, quick 
accumulation of an accurate history of present illness by a doctor is very 
uncommon and cannot be relied upon to occur. 

In most clinical cases, the history of present illness does not come as 
easily as it does amongst doctors.  Ailing people enter doctorÕs offices with 
hidden agendas, unmentioned symptoms and feelings, and barriers they have 
assembled to protect themselves.  These three hindrances drastically alter the 
effectiveness of the treatment of a disease. 

One great example of a woman entering an emergency room with a 
hidden agenda can be found in Roddy DoyleÕs The Woman Who Walked into 
Doors.  In this story a woman named Paula is mentally, physically, and sexually 
abused.  She enters the emergency room on a consistent basis due to injuries she 
has incurred from her husband.  Each time she claims, ÒI fell down the stairs 
againÓ (Doyle 164).  Paula dreams of the physician asking her why she has all 
the cuts and bruises she has, but he never does.  The doctor avoids the issue and 
Paula does not bring up the issue because she is afraid of her husband standing 
just beyond the curtains of the examining room.  She cannot bring the truth to 
light without facing the wrath of her husband later.   

In many physical abuse cases, the victim does not realize that what they 
are experiencing is wrong and that there is a better life out there.  Paula was 
deep into this convoluted view of life that many physically abused experience.  
She says: 

There were days when I couldnÕt even feel pain.  They were 
the best ones.  I  could see it happening but it meant nothing; it 
wasnÕt happening.  There was no ground under me, nothing to 
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fall to.  I was able not to care.  I could f loat.  I didnÕt exist. (178)   

Paula is suffering terrible things, yet she has no idea that the life she lives is 
atypical.  She does not need to suffer and could live a much better life if she left 
Charlo, her husband, forever.  She says of her relationship to him:  

For seventeen years.  There wasnÕt one minute when I wasnÕt 
afraid, when I wasnÕt waiting.  Waiting for him to go, waiting 
for him to come.  Waiting for the f istÉI  was brainwashed and 
brain-dead, a zombie for hours, afraid to think, afraid to 
stopÉH e gave me a choice, left or right; I chose left and he 
broke the little f inger on my left hand.  Because I scorched one 
of his shirts.  Because his egg was too hard.  Because the toilet 
seat was wet.  Because because because.  He demolished me.  
He destroyed me.  I loved him.  And he loved me. (176-177)   

Paula defends her view by claiming that she has a choice of punishment and the 
reason she gets beaten is due to her misbehavior towards her husband. 

PaulaÕs hidden agenda of protecting herself from being beaten by her 
husband a few feet away in the emergency room affects the way she is treated in 
the hospital.  The doctor does not fully understand what is happening inside of 
her, but he treats her for her physical wounds rather than treating the true issue 
at hand.  While in the hospital, the physician needs to ask the husband to leave 
and then question Paula to get an accurate chronological history of present 
illness.  With the husband in close proximity, this lady will not talk.  Her history 
of present illness is thus distorted and warps the physicianÕs view of her disease.  
The doctor treats a lady for a dislocated arm, when she is in dire need for much 
more help than getting her arm put back into place. 

Obviously, hidden agendas have a drastic effect on the history of 
present illness.  Paula from The Woman Who Walked into Doors had a distorted 
history of present illness due to her unwillingness to receive future and even 
more horrific beatings from her inhumane husband a few feet away in the 
emergency room.  However, hidden agendas do not encompass all incomplete or 
incorrect histories of present illness.  Unmentioned symptoms and feelings also 
severely alter a history of present illness. 

In Dr. Jerry VannattaÕs ÒHistory and Physical Examination,Ó a woman 
enters the office with a fever and tiredness.  She spent two years in the 
Caribbean until she began feeling the symptoms she now experiences.  After 
several trips to various physicians, the lady became extremely frustrated.  She 
had seen a local doctor, an infectious disease doctor, and now Dr. Vannatta.  The 
local doctor had no clue what was wrong with the lady but assumed it was an 
infectious agent of some sort.  He quickly referred her to the infectious disease 
physician, who could not isolate the problem.   

Eventually, the problem surfaced in Dr. VannattaÕs office.  After taking 
a history of present illness much like the other doctors, Dr. Vannatta began to 
ask her if she had experienced any episodes of numbness.  Finally the lady 
admitted to Òfleeting episodes of numbness of various areas of the skin.  This 
had been going on since she became ill.  However, since the numbness always 
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goes away within a day or two she felt it was not important, so she never told 
anyone about itÓ (Vannatta 1).  If  this lady had told her local doctor or even the 
infectious disease physician of her episodes of numbness, they could have 
possibly diagnosed her Polyarteritis Nodosa in a more timely fashion.  Doctors 
simply cannot afford to skip over what they see as irrelevant or expect a patient 
to tell all, but must seek all signs and symptoms to diagnose the patient.  The 
lady simply did not think that the episodes of numbness were relevant to her 
disease and thus prolonged her treatment due to an incomplete history of present 
illness. 

 Unmentioned symptoms can be a hindrance to obtaining a complete 
and accurate history of present illness, but feelings can have much the same 
effect as unmentioned symptoms.  In Anton ChekhovÕs short story ÒA DoctorÕs 
Visit,Ó a doctor is sent to check on a young lady.  When Doctor Korolyov 
arrives at the scene, he is greeted by a hysterical mother.  She claims her 
daughter has palpitations of the heart and needs help immediately.  Korolyov 
states of the girl and her sickness, ÒI f ind nothing special the matter.  If your 
daughter is being attended by the factory doctor, let him go on attending her.  
The treatment so far has been perfectly correctÓ (Chekhov 3).  He does not see 
the primary issue of the girlÕs crying and illness but rather a perfectly treated girl 
suffering only from palpitations of the heart. 

 After much convincing, the doctor decides to stay the night and make 
sure the girl is okay.  Late in the evening the doctor begins to understand the full 
issue when he and the girl get into a long conversation about life.  The girl 
claims:  

I want to tell you of my opinion.  I t seems to me that I  have no 
illness, but that I am weary and frightened, because it is bound 
to be so and cannot be otherwiseÉI  am constantly being 
doctored.  I am very grateful, of course, and I do not deny that 
the treatment is a benefit; but I  should like to talk, not with a 
doctor, but with some intimate friend who would understand 
me and would convince me that I  was right or wrong. (6) 

This young lady is being tormented by her fright and worry.  She does not need 
treatment for palpitations of the heart but rather for fear and worrying.  The 
unmentioned emotions the young lady feels drastically alter the doctorÕs 
perspective on treatment and declares that she needs to Òleave that devil that 
looked out at nightÓ (6) and travel the world.  The doctor in the story and in 
everyday life must f ind and address the context of the symptoms and the 
underlying factors involved.  If the emotional state of the patient had been fully 
addressed in the history of present illness, the doctor could have treated the 
patient more effectively. 

Unmentioned feelings and symptoms and hidden agendas have drastic 
effects on the history of present illness, but barriers that an individual builds up 
for protection from the hurt they have incurred has one of the worst 
consequences on the history of present illness imaginable.  A great example of 
this can be seen in Toni MorrisonÕs Beloved.  An ex-slave named Sethe comes 
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to life in this novel over the atrocities of slavery and the years following the 
abolition of slavery.   

Sethe is a lady mentally bound by past events and history and cannot 
move forward.  Life has taken a toll on this mother.  In fact one of the ladies of 
SetheÕs community said:  

Whatever Sethe had done, Ella didnÕt like the idea of past 
errors taking possession of the present.  SetheÕs crime was 
staggering and her pride outstripped even that; but she could 
not countenance the possibility of sin moving on in the house, 
unleashed and sassy.  Daily life took as much as she had.  The 
future was sunset; the past something to leave behind. 
(Morrison 302)   

SetheÕs outlook on life was much different than EllaÕs outlook.  Sethe lived in 
the past and built barriers to defend her from the atrocities she had committed 
years before.  She did not want to visit the past but lived it each day.  The killing 
of her baby daughter Beloved haunted Sethe and the house.  In fact:  

The bigger Beloved got, the smaller Sethe became; the 
brighter BelovedÕs eyes, the more those eyes that used never 
to look became slits of sleeplessness.  Sethe no longer combed 
her hair or splashed her face with water.  She sat in the chair 
licking her lips like a chastised child while Beloved ate up her 
life, took it, swelled up with it, grew taller on it.  And the older 
woman yielded it up without a murmur. (295) 

Sethe did not tell people of her problems, but rather secluded herself from those 
around her.  She bred isolation from the community due to her past.  She did not 
want to face those around her about her past.  Instead, Sethe let her life 
deteriorate from the haunting of her dead child. 

In the end, however, the isolation and barriers she built for herself only 
bred rumors of her and her family.  Many saw Sethe as Òa woman that had lost 
her mindÓ and Òher witsÓ (299).  If the members of the community had known 
the true Sethe, they would have understood her for who she was and what she 
had experienced.  However, SetheÕs history of present illness as seen by the 
community lacked authenticity due to the barriers she had created to protect 
herself from even more pain and grief.  The physical walls of the house had 
become a grave for Sethe and a garden for growing rumors.  SetheÕs inability to 
communicate her problems and pains due to her psychological defense 
mechanisms (barriers) only increased the unauthentic nature of her problems 
among the community in which she lived.  Doctors must address the problem of 
lack of communication by using leading questions to get the patient to talk so an 
accurate history of present illness can be collected. 

A history of present illness is often time-consuming to collect, but it is 
necessary in effectively treating a patient on both a short-term and long-term 
basis.  Many patients will present their history of present illnesses in a wide 
array of ways, but it is the doctorÕs duty to listen with an open and active mind.  
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A physician that truly listens to his patient and pieces together a very 
thorough history of present illness can be seen in Ferrol SamsÕ ÒEpiphany.Ó   

A physician named Dr. Goddard is a man full of compassion and 
listens to every detail a patient presents him.  He spends extra hours in the office 
to listen and care for those who need someone to listen to them.  This ability to 
listen allows Dr. Goddard to cure even the most difficult cases.  Dr. Goddard 
makes patients believe in themselves and gets them to believe that they can 
impact their lives for the better.   

One of Dr. GoddardÕs patients even says, ÒI ainÕt never run into no 
doctor like you before.  If you care, I careÓ (Sams 12).  This patient later states, 
ÒI knew I could count on you.  Trouble with some doctors is they got so much 
education theyÕve forgot they had good senseÓ (29).  Dr. GoddardÕs ability to 
listen whole-heartedly to patients brings much change in the history of present 
illnesses he collects.  Patients are no longer intimidated to talk to the doctor, but 
actually confide in him.  Intentionally listening to patients allows Dr. Goddard to 
treat on a much deeper level than most.  The history of present illness he slowly 
collects over Gregry McHune says: 

Patient is having no further trouble with insomnia.  He has had 
no alcohol in months.  His blood pressure is 120/80 and he 
assures me this is the constant reading he obtains at home.  He 
is no longer depressed and has discontinued his Prozac two 
weeks ago.  In fact, he is on no medication whatsoever.  He 
has dismissed himself from my care with the assurance that if 
he ever needs me again he will return to clinic.  (95) 

Without patience, a listening ear, and time, Dr. Goddard would have simply 
treated Gregry McHune for one or two of the problems found in his history of 
present illness.  However, Dr. Goddard continued to listen to Gregry McHune 
and treats the man for much more than just a single issue; he transforms the 
manÕs life.  

While the history of present illness is vital in pinpointing the cause of a 
medical problem, it is sometimes very diff icult to get a patient to accurately 
present the symptoms and story that coincide.  Yet, Dr. Goddard is a great 
example of a doctor who effectively conquers listening.  Many doctors need to 
learn the art of listening to understand a patientÕs problems.  It will also help the 
doctor produce a much more accurate history of present illness.  An accurate 
history of present illness includes a chronological set of events that describe the 
ill feelings that a patient is experiencing and signs, symptoms, and locations of 
the pain associated with the ill-feelings.  With a more accurate history of present 
illness, a patient can be treated almost solely from the history of present illness.  
This decreases much of the work the physician would otherwise need to do to 
treat the patient. 

In the story of the emergency room residents, the story would have 
unfolded much like this if they had done a full history of present illness:  

Much of the hospital had been crammed full of sick and dying patients 
all night.  However, these quick-witted, smooth talking, and very intelligent 
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residents had done a job worthy of respect from any seasoned emergency 
room doctor.  One case to highlight the eveningÕs happenings began with a 
middle-aged, obese, white American man entering the hospital.  While the man 
stumbled into the hospital claiming shortness of breath and blood in his sputum, 
the residents quickly took charge.  They collected family history, history of the 
patient, and the history of the man before entering the hospital.  They asked 
relevant questions based around the central theme of f inding the chronological 
events before and after the injury was incurred.  The information collected 
showed a man with diabetes, heart disease, and obesity.   

Yet the true history did not tell of an encounter with an infected 
individual with tuberculosis who could have passed on the disease.  This easily 
ruled out tuberculosis.  The history of present illness did highlight a bar f ight 
and bruises to the abdomen and chest.  The patient complained of extreme 
abdominal pain that had started shortly after the brawl and still persisted.  This 
man said that he also had blood in his urine.  Quickly the residents pinpointed 
the blood in the sputum to internal bleeding from blows to the chest during the 
fight and they swiftly called in a general surgeon to perform surgery to heal this 
manÕs internal bleeding. 

The white, overweight American man no longer needed to worry.  His 
internal bleeding would be quickly f ixed by an operation and the likelihood of 
him surviving was well above ninety percent.  This man had nothing to worry 
about because of the quick response of the emergency room residents.  They had 
simply done what they were taught and had asked many questions that would 
lead to the production of a story to diagnose the patient.  These residents made 
their chief residing doctor look like a genius.   

The patient could rest at ease.  These residents had asked the right 
questions and were able to produce a narrative from the evidence.  The man was 
in great hands and did not need to be anxious about being treated for the wrong 
disease.  Yet these residents could not take all the glory: the history of present 
illness had diagnosed the patient and had him in the operating room receiving 
the life-saving treatment he needed. 
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Structural Adjustment Program and Pr imary Level 

of Education in Bangladesh 
Shouro Dasgupta 

 
Abstract: Human development is essential to sustainable development. The 
goals of Structural Adjustment Programs (SAP) are to help developing countries 
achieve economic development. This research will look into whether the 
policies imposed by SAP have increased the percentage of students (male and 
female) in the primary stage of education in Bangladesh. 

Structural Adjustment Policies or Programs are economic policies 
which countries must follow in order to qualify for new World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) loans. They are intended to help them make 
debt repayment on the older debts owed to commercial banks, governments and 
the World Bank. SAPs are designed for individual countries but have common 
guiding principles and features which include export-led growth, privatization 
and liberalization, and the efficient use of resources through the free market. 
SAP generally require countries to devalue their currencies against the dollar, 
lif t import and export restrictions, balance their budgets, not overspend, and 
remove price controls and state subsidies. 

There is conflicting evidence of the success of structural adjustment 
programs in varying degrees as to how effective these programs are. The simple 
answer is that it is in most cases hard to tell. The severity of economic crisis, 
political conflict and cultural upheaval play significant roles in determining the 
success of any adjustment program. Bird (2001) cites numerous studies that 
confirm and deny the success of structural adjustment policies.  

Structural adjustment programs are designed to address instabilities in 
macro-economic factors and thus the common measurement for the 
effectiveness of these programs has been to look at the condition of the balance 
of payments, economic growth, government deficits and inf lation. A common 
indicator to measure success has been to evaluate the economic growth as an 
overall measure of economic health. However, even this simple measure bears 
contradictory results. Hutchison (2001) suggests that economic growth slowed 
for countries undergoing adjustment. Summer and Pritchett (1993) found that 
SAP works with higher growth, exports and savings. While Mercer-Black and 
Unigovskaya (2000) could not f ind evidence that adjustment programs affected 
growth. These economic indicators may not fully comprehend the complexities 
of economic crisis and stabilization. Economic growth may be an inappropriate 
goal for adjustment policies (Easterly 2002). The criteria of success should be 
extended to include other indicators of economic success (Bird 2001) as well as 
social and cultural indicators (Messkoub 1992). 

Fisher (1997) suggests that the IMF needs to Òdesign, negotiate and 
support programs that are more likely to be implemented and owned [by 
developing countries].Ó The unsuccessful result of structural adjustment policies 
has been that there has been a lack of commitment by developing countries to 
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fully implement the structural adjustment policies. Some argue that it is due 
to the lack of Òpolitical willÓ to implement these socially unpopular policies 
(Bird 2001). Others contend that political corruption (Scott 1998) or domestic 
political agendas seeking international validation undercut the true intentions of 
adjustment programs (Przeworski and Hutchison 2003).  

Structural adjustment policies are in general supposed to alleviate 
short-run economic crisis by promoting long-run policy choices. There is a 
rising debate as to whether or not this strategy is appropriate for countries in 
crisis. Some suggest that even though there is a negative effect in the first year 
of a structural adjustment program, in the following years the gains are positive 
(Conway 1994 and Khan 1990). Therefore, in a country under adjustment, 
programs will ultimately see positive results from adjustment. Others argue that 
these short-run declines have a disproportionate effect on the poor and thus 
longrun social impacts (Messkoub 1992). The poor generally have fewer 
resources to deal with changes to the economy and particularly to reductions in 
public spending. Ultimately these short-run losses can affect a countryÕs growth 
potential well into the future when investment in education and health are 
reduced under SAP (Messkoub 1992).  

Basically there is a broad consensus that aiming for higher economic 
growth in program countries is good even though there are some concerns on the 
ability of some countries in translating a higher rate of growth to higher 
standards of living (Dreze and Sen 1989, Noorbakhsh 1999). A recent report on 
chronic poverty, with reference to urban poverty in Ethiopia, states that 
improved macroeconomic management in the mid-1990s did not result in a 
reduction in poverty, on the contrary, the urban household welfare declined 
during this period (page 70, CPRS 2004). Other studies go further by pointing 
out the inconsistency between components of SAPs and the longer term 
development policies of the program countries. For example the public sector 
management component advocates cuts in public expenditure and often this 
takes place in terms of cuts in education, health and other pro poor social 
expenditures (Stewart 1994). It is suggested that as the main aim of aid and 
development loans is to improve the standards of living in the recipient 
countries, the conditions attached to aid and loans should take these objectives 
into account, and the effectiveness of the related program should be evaluated in 
terms of improvements in standards of living (Singer 1995). 

The World Bank, however, maintained that conditionality has had little 
adverse effect on standards of living in program countries (see for example 
World Bank 1992). Despite wide spread criticism of SAPs, the World Bank has 
defended its position on a number of grounds of which the most logical one is 
that a number of countries, particularly in Africa, despite the conditionality 
imposed on their loans, did not comply with these conditions, and in some cases 
they introduced other counteractive measures or indeed reversed the reforms at a 
later stage. This means that a logical way of assessing the effect of 
conditionality is to differentiate between those countries who complied with 
conditionality and those who did this partially or did not comply. 
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Using quarterly survey data and quarterly national income data from 

1980-86 for the Philippines, Mario I. Blejer and Isable Guerrero conclude that a 
larger drop in the real exchange rate would have reduced poverty, and that 
reducing inflation, increasing real interest rates, and reducing (regressive) 
government expenditures tended to improve the income distribution. The 
coefficients are similar to "multipliers"; they measure the total effect of the 
exogenous variables, but do not provide information about the transmission 
mechanisms. They do, however, provide knowledge about the magnitude of the 
tradeoff between policies on income distribution. The method is straightforward 
to implement; however, time series data on income shares by deciles are not 
available in most countries, making this method unlikely to be duplicated in 
other countries.  
Structural Adjustment Program: According to research conducted through the 
Structural Adjustment Participatory Review InitiativeÑ a joint initiative by the 
World Bank and a network of Non Government Organization (NGO) (such as 
OXFAM, Proshikha and Halifax Initiative) to overview the adjustment policies 
of six borrowing countries including BangladeshÑ it has been observed that the 
SAP design and framework does not adequately address gender issues, which is 
again due to the focus of SAP on efficiency, growth, and stabilization, without 
considering structural constraints and without considering inequality, including 
that between men and women (Bhattacharya, 2003). 

Bangladesh is one of the first thirty-five countries to adopt Bretton 
Woods Institutions (BWI) sponsored structural adjustment program (SAP), 
although the countryÕs experience with aid conditionality is not new. 
Bangladesh joined the BWIsÑ World  Bank and International Monetary Fund 
(IMF)Ñ on August 17, 1972. According to the IMF annual report Õ06, as of 
December 31, 2006, Bangladesh has a quota of 533.30 million SDRs (Special 
Drawing Rights), while a Fund holding of currency is 631.24 million SDRs, 
which is 118.4 per cent of BangladeshÕs quota. Bangladesh's outstanding 
purchases and loans under enhanced structural adjustment facility (ESAF) 
arrangements are 67.44 and 98.13 million SDRs respectively. Bangladesh has 
drawn 726.25 million SDRs under latest financial arrangements (ESAF, SAF 
and Stand-by) during 1985Ð1990. 

According to the Bretton Woods Project, the objective of the public 
expenditure policies was to reduce budget deficit and rationalization of public 
expenditure by redirecting public expenditure towards the social sectors and 
privatizing most, if  not all, state-owned companies. The other measures 
suggested in relation to the public expenditure policies are to bring eff iciency to 
public expenditure, restrain growth of current expenditure, increase public 
investment, improve eff iciency of planning and implementation, improve budget 
execution and review, develop multiyear budgeting system, and improve project 
implementation (IMF Annual Report 2004). 
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Methodology: This research will use time-series data from 1972-2004 for 
different variables which are thought to affect the education sector in 
Bangladesh. 1 
 
Structural Adjustment Program in Bangladesh: Some of the major policies 
related to public expenditure policies in Bangladesh are: 

¥ Tailor expenditure to the level of available resources. 
¥ Restrain overall current expenditure growth to less than GDP 

growth; restrain wage increases. 
¥ Substantially reduce the cash deficit on the food account. 
¥ Increase recurrent spending for priority programs in primary 

education and primary health. 
¥ Initiate programs to improve budgetary and expenditure 

control procedures. 
 
Effect of Structural Adjustment Program on women: One of the effects of 
SAP in most countries is the adverse impact on public services, including 
education and health. This is due to aggregate demand restraint policies to 
restore a reasonable equilibrium in balance of payment and in government 
budget by reducing public expenditure and introduction of user charges on these 
services. This is bound to have an undesirable impact in the education sector of 
a country with a GDP per capita of $421 (UNDP Human Development Report). 
 
SAP Breakdown: Education is central to economic development, and it is one 
of the most powerful instruments for reducing poverty and inequality. It lays a 
foundation for sustained economic growth and also empowers people and 
strengthens nations.  It is a powerful Òequalizer,Ó opening doors to all to lif t 
themselves out of poverty. 
 
Cr it icism of SAP: Devaluation of the currency makes their goods cheaper for 
foreigners to buy and theoretically makes foreign imports more expensive. In 
principle it should make the country wary of buying expensive foreign 
equipment. In practice, the IMF disrupts this by rewarding the country with a 
large foreign currency loan that encourages it to purchase imports. Devaluation 
was accompanied by clauses to reduce import taxes to increase competition in 
the economy, which resulted in a reduction in government revenue and 
subsequent declines in the expenditures in important sectors in the Bangladesh 
economy such as education. 

                                                
1 We understand that the degrees of freedom in this research is small; however, a 
research published in The Review of Economics and Statistics by Mario I. Blejer 
and Isable Guerrero used quarterly macro-economic data from Philippines from 
1980-1986.    
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The Washington consensus claims that the Structural Adjustment 

Programs are designed to eliminate distortions. Elementary economics tells us 
distortions create allocative and distributive ineff iciency. The programs aim to 
stimulate growth in developing economies, most of which stagnated due to 
effects of external and internal shocks to systems unable to withstand such 
shocks. The basic idea is simple: Establish a market-determined regime. This 
requires containment of the role of the state in product and factor markets. The 
state, which was earlier identif ied as the organized force for propelling growth, 
was identif ied as the prime source of distortion manifested through regulation, 
control, protection under high tariff  walls, ownership and operation of public 
enterprises, price control, exchange control, high presence in the financial sector 
and poor quality of public expenditure. 

Balancing national budgets, the classic element of most SAPs, can be 
done by raising taxes, which the IMF frowns upon, or by cutting government 
spending, which it definitely recommends. As a result, structural adjustment 
policies often result in deep cuts in programs such as education, health care and 
other social development efforts. Thus, we want to examine how the 
implementation of SAP and the changes required by the IMF and the World 
Bank have affected the school attendance in the two stages of education in 
Bangladesh. 

It is imperative that the women in a LDC like Bangladesh are provided 
adequate resources for education. While there is clearly no silver bullet for 
poverty reduction, many would argue that educating girls is the rocket booster of 
development. Educated women have fewer children, provide better nutrition and 
health care for their families, experience significantly lower child mortality, 
generate more income, and are far more likely to educate their children than 
women with little or no schooling, creating a virtuous cycle for the community 
and the country (UNDP Annual Report 2006). 
 
IMF Claim: IMF and World Bank claims that its programs for low-income 
countries have progressively strengthened the integration of social spending into 
program design. They also claim that during the Structural Adjustment Program 
period there was a significant positive impact on the education sectors of 
countries that implemented the structural adjustment policies (Bretton Woods 
Project, 1979). 

Education is central to oneÕs ability to respond to the opportunities that 
development presents. Currently, there are signif icant gender disparities in 
education that remain in several regions of the developing world such as 
disparities in enrollment rates, which capture education f lows. In addition, the 
decision to educate girls may further be inf luenced by the family's perception of 
the value of education, both for the girls themselves as well as for the parents, to 
the extent that they expect some support from their children in old age and 
during adverse economic times. In cultures where girls marry early and settle 
with their husbandsÕ families and where their access to the labor market is 
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constrained and available jobs are unattractive, parents are more reluctant to 
send girls to school. 

Since the government of Bangladesh has different initiatives for male 
and female education (e.g. female students may get free education up to 
undergraduate level), proportional changes in male and female education will 
allow us to verify the signif icance of any changes in government spending on 
education on either gender in the different age levels of education. 

Governments around the world recognize the importance of education. 
The provision of schooling is largely determined and f inanced by governments. 
However, in many countries there are other providers of education. Private 
education encompasses a wide range of providers including for-profit schools 
(that operate as enterprises), religious schools, non-profit schools run by NGOs, 
publicly funded schools operated by private boards, and community owned 
schools. In other words, there is a market for education. In low-income 
countries, excess demand for schooling results in private supply when the state 
cannot afford schooling for all. Education in Bangladesh is now highly 
centralized in policy and planning yet unusually pluralist in provision. Over the 
years, policies to permit non-state provision enabled government to capitalize on 
strong community support and NGO non-formal programs in the primary sector 
and to foster public-private partnerships in the secondary sector. Plural provision 
has meant not only more but more innovative policies and providers, although it 
has not, in most cases, resulted in effective choice for households. In 2003 there 
were at least eleven official types of primary schools. About half of all the 
officially recognized primary schools are managed and resourced directly by the 
government, with much of the remainder highly subsidized and under the 
national curriculum as registered non-government (twenty-four percent) and 
Madrassah (Islamic religious) schools (f ive percent). Around two million 
children (ten percent) attend NGO schools, which are not registered with the 
government. Primary education provision in Bangladesh is unusually diverse for 
a developing country, and this plurality of provision appears to have been 
critical in enabling the expansion and in reaching poor children and girls. The 
slope of this variable will allow us to observe the signif icance of donor spending 
on the education sector in Bangladesh; when controlled, it will also allow us to 
examine whether they are any different in SAP years than non-SAP years. 

The average government expenditure on education in Bangladesh over 
the last five years has been 15.5 % of GDP. Thus, the real effect of SAP would 
be reflected in the proportion of students in the different age groups of education 
as the government of Bangladesh follows a varied spending policy. For 
example, the gender gap at primary narrowed very slowly until the 1990s, by the 
end of which disparities were eliminated. At the secondary level, enrolment of 
girls has risen rapidly. Girls now constitute about fif ty-five percent of total 
enrolment, up from a third at the beginning of the 1990s. The expansion of the 
system was possible because of the increasing concentration of resources on 
primary education from the late 1980s. A higher proportion of government 
public spending went to the social sectors through the 1990s, within which 
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education in general and primary in particular were accorded a new priority. 
All these changes in public spending on education will be reflected by changes 
in the proportion of students in the primary level of education. 

Although it might be difficult to deduce whether there is great amount 
of correlation between economic growth and the level of education, past 
research has shown that there seems to be causal relationship between a 
countryÕs growth and the level of education (Mattoon, Chicago Fed Letter 
2006). We want to consider this effect by controlling for changes in GDP per 
capita over the years in Bangladesh. Using GDP per capita also allows us to 
control for the changes in population. The f igures used for GDP per capita and 
donor spending are adjusted for by the rate of inflation. 

To test whether the introduction of the structural adjustment policies 
have had a significant positive impact on the proportion of women in the 
primary level of education in Bangladesh and to test IMF and World BankÕs 
claim we will use WLS with a weight of (1/ ! GPD per capita). Proportion of 
girls in the primary sector will be used as the dependent variable. 
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Weight = 1/ ! GPD per  capita 

Where: !
i
 = the proportion of female students in that age group of population 

(Primary),  
SAP = to be used as a binary. 
GDP per capita = GDP per capita (Real terms) 
Year = a time trend; giving the observations a relative value from 1 to 32. 
Agr iculture = proportion of agriculture in GDP. 
Donor spending = total donor spending (Real terms) (BRAC, OXFAM etc). 

 
We included the age percentage in the regression equation because we 

want to take account of the changes in industry structure on education and 
whether it has been different after the SAP was imposed in Bangladesh. In 
developing countries such as Bangladesh, the structure of the economy plays a 
major part in school attainment. I t is believed that as the economy of Bangladesh 
has shifted from agriculture to manufacturing, the number of students attending 
school has increased. The shift in industry structure also means an increase in 
the prosperity of the country, which usually leads to an increase in school 
attainment. Also, since manufacturing industries does somewhat reduce the 
demand for child labor, more children are able to attend school. 

A simple time trend was also included in the model in order to control 
for the fact that SAP may have been picking up a simple time trend. If  the 
economy was growing at a steady rate, the time trend will allow the growth 
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component to be accounted for, and only changes beyond the steady rate can 
be examined. 

The proportion of female students has been chosen as the dependent 
variable because it would show the effects of the independent variables on the 
education sector of Bangladesh properly. Running regression models for girls 
separately allows the intercept and all of the slopes to vary by gender, which 
will show the effect of SAP on the two genders across the two stages of 
education. Generally, women in countries such as Bangladesh receive less 
education than their male counterparts. Moreover, poorer cultures tend to view 
girls as less valuable than boys, in that they may be less capable to perform 
physical labor. So it is important that we take into consideration the effect on 
proportion of female students in Bangladesh as this will also show the effect of 
SAP on the public awareness on education when controlled for other variables 
such as government and donor expenditure on education. Since in developing 
countries like Bangladesh, the real effect on a merit good such as education can 
accurately be understood by analyzing the outcome on the women, we pay 
particular attention to the results for young girls. 

 To test IMF and World BankÕs claim that the introduction of SAP has 
had positive effect on the total education spending in Bangladesh, a separate 
model with education spending in Bangladesh was run. Along with GDP per 
capita, donor spending and a simple time trend Martial law was added as binary. 
Bangladesh went through one and a half decades (1975-1989) of military rule, 
and evidence shows that public expenditure on social development sectors such 
as education decreases during such periods. Thus, this variable will allow us to 
control for such effects. 
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Where: 
Edu. Spending: The total amount of spending in the education sector of 
Bangladesh. 
Year: a time trend; giving the observations a relative value from 1 to 32. 
Population: The total population of Bangladesh. 
GDP per capita = GDP per capita (Real terms) 
Donor spending: donor spending (Real terms) (BRAC, OXFAM etc). 
 
Empir ical results: According to IMF and World BankÕs claim, SAP should 
have had a positively signif icant effect on the education spending in Bangladesh. 
However, the regression shows that the null hypothesis can be rejected. The 
introduction of SAP in Bangladesh has not had a positively significant impact on 
the total education spending in Bangladesh (See Appendix D). Donor spending 
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is positively significant at a 5% level. This shows that NGO participation has 
played a positive role in the primary level of education in Bangladesh. Martial 
law is negatively significant at a 5% level, which shows that military power 
diverts resources away from social sectors such as education. 

The results from the original regression using the proportion of women 
in the primary level as the dependent variable suggest that the claim made by 
IMF and the World Bank is invalid. When controlled for factors such as GDP 
per capita growth, time trend, and donor spending, which helps to improve the 
education sector in Bangladesh, the introduction of SAP has not made a 
significant positive impact on the proportion of women in the primary level of 
education in Bangladesh. 

 However, the original regression corrected for first order correlation 
strongly suggests that the claim made by the IMF and the World Bank can be 
rejected at a 5% level. I t implies that the introduction has had a negatively 
significant (p-value of 0.0012) effect on the on the proportion of women in the 
primary level of education in Bangladesh. This result is especially important 
because the data for this research is solely time series. 

Since different parts of these dataset were drawn and put together from 
different sources a heteroskedasticity is assumed, and WLS is used to improve 
the efficiency of the model. GDP per capita was shown to be correlated with the 
error term BPG of 5.9985. The summary output of the WLS regression: 

 
 Coefficients Std.error  t Stat P-value 

Intercept*  46.6153 5.6213 8.2926 0.0000 

SAP*  -1.7196 1.0003 -1.719 0.0975 
weight -0.0660 0.0259 -2.5405 0.0174 

Year*  0.9830 0.1709 5.7504 0.0000 

Agri.*  0.0068 0.0142 0.4828 0.6332 

D.S*  -0.0004 0.0008 -0.4915 0.6271 
 
According to the IMF and World Bank claims SAP should have a 

positive coeff icient and also should be statistically signif icant. Most importantly, 
SAP corrected for heterotskedasticity is signif icant at " =0.10. Thus, we can 
reject the IMF and World Bank claims that SAP has resulted in positive 
significance on the education sectors of developing countries like Bangladesh. 
The variable wt*SAP has coefficient of -1.7196 and a p-value of 0.0975. This 
result is vital because it means that SAP has had a negative impact on the 
primary sector of education. GDP per capita (GDP/cap* ) continues to be 
statistically signif icant with a coefficient of -0.0660. This is important because it 
provides evidence that implementation of SAP has resulted in the GDP per 
capita growth of Bangladesh to have a negative impact on the primary education 
sector of Bangladesh. 
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These results provide some evidence that structural adjustment 

programs in Bangladesh have failed to raise the level of education in 
Bangladesh. Thus, based on the results and tests performed we can reject the 
null hypothesis that structural adjustment program has increased the proportion 
of female students in the primary sector of education in Bangladesh. This raises 
the concern that the SAPÕs greater emphasis on the private sector has probably 
reduced access to education for the general public. 
 
Conclusion: I t appears from the review that SAP design and framework have 
not adequately addressed gender issues, especially on education. It also ignores 
structural features and constraints, treating the economy as one undifferentiated 
market. The government expenditure on education must be allowed to increase 
irrespective of the regulations set forth by SAP to reduce budget deficit. Instead 
of the common market-based approach focusing on privatization, emphasis 
should be put on directing resources towards merit sectors, such as education, in 
order to develop the human capital of Bangladesh. 
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Appendix A 
Summary Output 

Mult iple R 0.9872 

R Square 0.9746 

Adjusted R Square 0.9695 

Standard Error 1.0236 

Observations 31 
 

 Coefficients 
Standard 

Er ror  t Stat P-value 

Intercept 56.42042 4.6266 12.1945 0.0000 

SAP -3.21816 0.87993 -3.6572 0.0012 

GDP per capita -0.08242 0.01879 -4.3855 0.0002 

Year 1.119757 0.12771 8.7675 0.0000 

Agriculture % 0.00744 0.01072 0.6942 0.49391 
Donor Spending (US $ 

m) -0.00043 0.0007 -0.625 0.5376 
 

A test for the presence of auto-correlation was carried out, and the 
result was in a Òno-decision zone,Ó so AR (1) correction was performed. After 
the correction, SAP became negatively signif icant at the 5% level. GDP per 
capita continued to be signif icant with a coefficient of 0.1267 and a p-value of 
0.0000. Donor spending also became signif icant with a coeff icient of 0.0056 and 
a p-value of 0.0001. 
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Appendix B 

Summary Output 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Coefficients 

Standard 
Er ror  t Stat P-value 

Intercept 46.8983 4.878649 9.612973 0.000000 

SAP -1.7984 0.980478 
-

1.834210 0.078093 

GDP per capita -0.0668 0.022501 
-

2.970292 0.006325 

Year 0.9879 0.152108 6.494827 0.000001 

Agriculture % 0.0046 0.011902 0.386071 0.702585 
Donor Spending (US 

$ m) -0.0004 0.000773 
-

0.518365 0.608587 
 

An F-test was performed to verify the acceptance of the restricted 
model. The original model turned out to be better than the restricted model. 
However, in a country like Bangladesh where government expenditure 
constitutes a large portion of the GDP, it is not unusual that government 
expenditure on education was so highly correlated with GDP per capita. Thus, 
on economic basis the restricted model is more acceptable. 
 

Appendix C 
In the original regression, which included government expenditure on 

education, SAP had coefficient of -1.6418. However, it is not signif icant with a 
p-value of 0.1133. A multi co-linearity test was performed on the independent 
variables, and education spending had a 0.96 correlation (Appendix D) with 
GDP per capita. 

Correlation matr ix (core) 

 SAP 

GDP 
per  

capita Year 
Agr iculture 

% 

Donor 
Spending 
(US $ m) 

Education 
spending 

SAP 1      
GDP per 

capita 0.6201 1     

Year 0.7791 0.9561 1    

Mult iple R 0.9807 

R Square 0.9618 

Adjusted R Square 0.9544 

Standard Error 1.14307 

Observations 32 
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Agriculture 

% 
-

0.4315 
-

0.2050 
-

0.3226 1   
Donor 

Spending 
(US $ m) 0.6261 0.2543 0.4553 -0.4736 1  
Education 
spending 0.6844 0.9533 0.9634 -0.2849 0.3660 1 

 
Based on this correlation matrix, education spending was dropped from 

the model. In this model, SAP was almost significant with a p-value of 0.0780. 
Among the other independent variables included in the model, GDP per capita 
had a statistically significant negative (p-value of 0.0063) impact on the 
proportion of female students in the primary stage of education. An F-test was 
performed to verify the acceptance of the restricted model. The original model  
turned out to be better than the restricted model. However, in a country like 

Bangladesh where government expenditure constitutes a large portion of the 
GDP, it is not usual that government expenditure on education was so highly 
correlated with GDP per capita.  

Appendix D 
Summary Output 

Regression Statist ics 

Multiple R 0.9817 

R Square 0.9637 

Adjusted R ^2 0.9550 

Standard Error 203.8291 

Observations 32 
 
Most donor agencies in Bangladesh have a Òmatching clauseÓ on donations, 
where the government has to match the amount being donated by the donor in 
order to receive the aid. Martial law acts as a substitute to education spending. I t 
is clear that military rule takes money out of merit sectors such as education. 

 Coefficients 
Standard 

Er ror  t Stat 
P-

value 

Intercept -13645.8314 7368.8853 -1.8518 0.0759 

SAP 89.4444 198.2741 0.4511 0.6558 

Year -395.9167 272.6589 -1.4521 0.1589 

Population 0.2055 0.1263 1.6275 0.1162 

GDP per capita 0.1372 6.0211 0.0228 0.9820 
Donor Spending (US $ 

m) 0.3766 0.1742 2.1618 0.0404 

Martial Law -308.4944 116.9063 -2.6388 0.0141 
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A Mestizaje Theology of Mission in the Oklahoma 

United Methodist Annual Conference 
Christina Graves 

 
THE MESTIZAJE 

MOVING TOWARD A DEFINITION OF MESTIZAJE 
They are peoples. They are not a people bound together by a single 

common factor. Rather, they are many. They are Mexicans, Cubans, 
Dominicans, Guatemalans, Ecuadorians, Puerto Ricans, Chileans, Peruvians, 
ChicanosÉ They are of many nationalities, ethnicities, and cultures. They 
cannot even be labeled as Hispanics or Latinos, for even those terms group by 
certain commonalities that are not all-encompassing.1 They sought to define 
their own identity by means of a central theme, but could not do it.2 They are 
peoples who Òlive in the hyphen,Ó who Òinhabit the borderland.Ó3 Yet, at the 
same time, they are peoples Òbeyond hyphenated identities.Ó4 They are peoples 
struggling to f ind a place they can call home. There are at a place in the middle.5 
They are stuck in a frontier, without a clear direction as to where to establish 
themselves, because they are always along a border.6 They are peoples separated 
from what used to be familiar and comfortable, but yet at the same time, they are 
peoples who know that what used to be can never again be. They are peoples in 
exile.7 They are as different from each other as night is from day, but they have 
found their mutuality in their identity as peoples without distinct identities.   

                                                
1 Almost every book and article I read dealt with this issue! See the 

following book to gain an understanding of the complexity of trying to label this 
group: Ilan Stavans, The Hispanic Condition, New York, NY: Harpercollins, 
1995.  

2 Justo Gonz‡lez, Santa Biblia: The Bible through Hispanic Eyes 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1996), 33. 

3 Ilan Stavans, The Hispanic Condition (New York, NY: Harpercollins, 
1995), 9. 

4 Francisco Garcia-Treto, ÒFrom Reading the Hyphens: An Emerging 
Biblical Hermeneutics for Latino/Hispanic United States Protestants,Ó in 
Protestants/Protestantes, ed. by David Maldonado, Jr. (Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 1999), 161. 

5 Javier R. Alan’s, ÒThe Imago Dei as Embodied in Nepantla-A Latino 
Perspective,Ó Currents in Theology and Mission 32, no. 6 (December 2005), 1. 

6 See the chapter on mestizaje in the following book to gain an 
understanding of the meanings of the words frontier and border: Justo Gonz‡lez, 
Santa Biblia: The Bible through Hispanic Eyes (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 
1996), 86.  

7 See Chapter 4 ÒExiles and AliensÓ in the following book for an in-
depth discussion on the topic of exile (I will also return to this concept in 
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THE GALILEAN CONCEPT 
 ÒSomething in our minds, we know that this isnÕt our landÑ my family 

and IÉW e try to understand, this multicultural culture, but we know itÕs hard, 
difficult.Ó8 This statement by a pastor within the United Methodist Church in the 
Oklahoma Annual Conference very accurately describes the feelings of the 
mestizaje in Oklahoma. They are desperately searching for an identity to call 
their own. Are they la raza, el pueblo, la gente?9 They know they are outsiders: 
Òwe are a people who journey in this land, but are seen as foreigners.Ó10  
 Virgilio Elizondo, the premier U.S. Hispanic theologian, wrote a bookÑ
Galilean Journey: The Mexican-American PromiseÑ to discuss this very issue 
of attempting to give oneself an identity as an outsider, and Òalthough Elizondo 
is writing as Mexican-American, other Latinos have similar experiences.Ó11 
Elizondo compares the cultural and historical situation of Jesus the Galilean to 
the Mexican-American situation in the United States. As Arturo Ba–uelas said 
of ElizondoÕs Galilean concept, ÒGalileans were rejected and despised by the 
Judean Jews because of their racial mixture and GalileeÕs distance from the 
temple in JerusalemÉa s such, their situation parallels that of the American 
Southwest, a land of rejected mestizos.Ó12  

 Along with the rejection of the Galileans comes the special significance 
that Galilee held, Òit is mentioned sixty-one times in the New Testament.Ó13 
Why? The great worth that is found in Òthe symbolic richness of Galilee...a 
crossroads of cultures and peoples with an openness to each other.Ó14 Mestizaje, 
like the Galileans, have an identity despite the Òunavoidable differencesÓ 
between them, differences such as, Òsociocultural identity, sociopolitical status 

                                                                                                         
another section of my paper.): Justo Gonz‡lez, Santa Biblia: The Bible through 
Hispanic Eyes, Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1996. 

8 Erick Puente (Pastor of Mision Methodista del Norte in Oklahoma 
City, OK, part of the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference), 
interview by Christina Graves at St. JohnÕs United Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma on 6 October 2006. 

9 Virgilio Elizondo, The Galilean Journey: The Mexican-American 
Promise (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1994), 21. 

10 Juventino Espinoza (Pastor of Fuente de Vida in Oklahoma City, OK 
in the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference), interview by Christina 
Graves at Hillcrest United Methodist Church in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma on 5 
October 2006. 

11 Gonz‡lez, Santa Biblia, 79. 
12 Arturo Ba–uelas, ÒU.S. Hispanic Theology,Ó Missiology: An 

International Review 20, no. 2 (1992): 2. 
13 Elizondo, 49. 
14 Elizondo, 50. 
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and allegiance, and socioreligious aff il iation.Ó15 This Galilean context of 
Òmarginality and biological/cultural diversity gives rise to a message of 
reconciling unity,Ó that is found in an awareness that Òcommunity in diversity is 
part of GodÕs plan for human beings.Ó16 Their identity is found in their diversity. 
Yet who are these people? Who are these present-day Galileans? Who are these 
mestizaje? Who were their madres y padres, their hermanos y hermanas? What 
is their historia? 

 
THE HISTORY OF THE MESTIZAJE 

 ÒIn the beginning, it was not Hispanics who migrated to this nation, but 
this nation that migrated to Hispanic lands.Ó17 This statement by Justo Gonz‡lez 
reflects the reality that few people would recognize. This land in Oklahoma (and 
other parts of the United States) that we claim is American is rather a stolen 
land. The mestizaje are often Òstuck in their bastardized originÓ when trying to 
deal with their history.18 The history of the mestizaje is fil led with horrible 
storiesÑ stories of conquest, empires, imperialism, rape, proselytizing and 
encomiendas; stories of religion as conqueror, destroyer, murderer. What meant 
Ònew life, freedom, opportunity, advancement, and wealth for the Europeans 
(and others, for example, the citizens of the United States in the early 1800s) 
would be the beginning of enslavement, decimation, isolation, and 
dehumanization for others.Ó19  

 The mestizaje found little love and caring within the church of their 
conquerors, the Roman Catholic Church, the institution that perceived them as 
savages, as inferior beings, that enslaved them in encomiendas. Very rarely 
would anyone take up their cause, except friars such as Montesinos, Las Casas, 
St. Luis Beltran, Gil Gonzalez de San Nicolas, etc. Yet it is in the institution of 
the Roman Catholic Church that the mestizaje f irst came in contact with 
Christianity. It is in the Roman Catholic Church that much of the tradition the 
mestizaje claim as their own is found. What is to be done with this seeming 
contradiction? Does one rid oneself of it or claim and shape it as oneÕs own?  

United Methodist pastor and theologian Justo L. Gonz‡lez believes that 
the mestizaje must accept and even embrace their Roman Catholic heritage, 
despite the horrible things done in the past: ÒThe Spanish-American Roman 
Catholic Church is part of the common background of all HispanicsÑ if not 

                                                
15 Fernando F. Segovia, ÒFrom Two Places and No Place on which to 

Stand,Ó in Mestizo Christianity: Theology from a Latino Perspective, ed. by 
Arturo Ba–uelas (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1995), 31-33. 

16 Harold J. Recinos, ÒIssues In: U.S. Latino/Latina Theology,Ó in The 
Quarterly Reivew of United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
25, no. 3 (2005): 325. 

17 Justo Gonz‡lez, Ma–ana: Christian Theology from a Hispanic 
Perspective (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1990), 32. 

18 Stavans, 95. 
19 Elizondo, 8. 
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personally, than at least in our ancestry.Ó20 He further implies that the Roman 
Catholic Church is undergoing a revival now; therefore, the mestizaje must 
undergo a revival of thought about the Roman Catholic Church. As Gilbert 
Romero, pastor and theologian says, Òthe traditions of a people include both a 
process and a content, the former being reinterpretation and the latter being 
memory.Ó21 The mestizaje must recognize that accepting reinterpretations of the 
Catholic Church, its traditions, and its symbols is necessary in coming to grips 
with who they are.  

Yet many mestizaje disagree with Gonz‡lez. As a United Methodist 
pastor within the Oklahoma Annual Conference said, ÒI disagree with the 
concept that the Catholic heritage must be acceptedÉt hey have nothing that 
bettered the peopleÉi tÕs a system that sided up with political powers and 
justified injusticesÉ and they still perpetrate ideas like idolatry and 
superstition.Ó22 Another United Methodist pastor within the Oklahoma Annual 
Conference said, Òwe donÕt have to embrace Catholics, the Catholic Church, we 
have to embrace what Jesus says.Ó23 

 Let it be made clear, though, that the Roman Catholic Church was not 
the only religious institution to persecute the mestizaje. Protestants did as well, 
not on as broad or horrif ic a scale, but they did nonetheless. A pattern of 
Hispanic ministry was quickly established among the Protestant missionaries, 
one that manifested ÒPuritan values intrinsic to the sense of mission that had 
dominated the ideology of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and that had become 
fixed in the sense of destiny that dominated political rhetoric during the 
geographical expansion of the Republic in the 19th century.Ó24  

The United Methodists were among the Protestants that persecuted the 
mestizaje: ÒAnglo American Methodists, like those other Protestant 
denominations endorsed and participated in the subordination of Mexicans and 

                                                
20 Gonz‡lez, Ma–ana, 55.  
21 Gilbert Romero, ÒFrom Tradition and Symbol as Biblical Keys for a 

United States Hispanic Theology,Ó in Frontiers of Hispanic Theology in the 
United States, ed. by Allan Figueroa Deck, S.J. (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 
1992), 45. 

22 Juventino Espinoza (Pastor of Fuente de Vida in Oklahoma City, OK 
within the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference), interview by 
Christina Graves on 5 October 2006. 

23 Erick Puente (Pastor of Mision Methodista del Norte in Oklahoma 
City, OK within the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference), interview 
by Christina Graves on 6 October 2006. 

24 Ed Sylvest, ÒFrom Bordering Cultures and the Origins of Hispanic 
Protestant Christianity,Ó in Protestantes/Protestants: Hispanic Christianity 
within Mainline Traditions, edited by David Maldonado, Jr. (Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 1999), 36. 
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Mexican Americans within their own denomination.Ó25 26  Yet the 
experiential aspect of faith in the United Methodist Church drew the mestizaje to 
this institution: Òthese borderers appreciated forms of piety and belief that 
emphasized religious experience, Ôthe working of the Holy Spirit,Ó as opposed to 
a primary emphasis on right doctrine and rational persuasion.Ó27  

Today United Methodists who are mestizaje still have a hard time 
identifying who they are, for Òto be Hispanic and Protestant is to live in two 
realities: the Hispanic Catholic reality and the Anglo Protestant realityÉi t 
means to be in both, to be of both, yet not entirely like either. Hispanic 
Protestants are different because they are a new creation, a new mestizaje.Ó28 
Because of these two realities, the mestizaje are constantly struggling to identify 
who it is that they are in the church. In the United Methodist Church, this 
struggle is very much alive and well, illustrated in the concept of solidarity. 

 
SOLIDARITY 

The mestizaje are peoples. More importantly, they are a community, a 
family. They do not see themselves as individuals, as so many of the Anglos in 
Oklahoma and other parts of the United States see themselves. This being so, Òa 
cultural conflict in terms of individual and familialÓ exists.29 Why is it that 
Anglos are so individualistic and the mestizaje are not? It is part of who they are.  

                                                
25 Paul Barton, ÒFrom Inter-Ethnic Relations between Mexican 

Americans and Anglo American Methodists in the U.S. Southwest, 1836-1938,Ó 
in Protestantes/Protestants: Hispanic Christianity within Mainline Traditions, 
edited by David Maldonado, Jr. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1999), 62. 
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Tongue: A History of Hispanic United Methodism, edited by Justo L. Gonz‡lez, 
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1991. If you want to read specifically about 
Hispanic United Methodism in Oklahoma, read ch. 6 ÒThe South Central 
Jurisdiction,Ó by Joel N. Martinez. 

27 Sylvest, 27. 
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edited by David Maldonado, Jr. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1999), 16-17. 

29 Jill Martinez, ÒFrom In Search of an Inclusive Community,Ó in 
Voces: Voices from the Hispanic Church, edited by Justo Gonz‡lez (Nashville, 
TN: Abingdon Press, 1992), 63. 
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So as far as the Anglo culture is concerned, ÒitÕs just more 

individualistic!Ó30 Anglos simply function in this country as individuals because 
of the historical emphasis put on the individual within their culture. In the 
mestizaje culture, though, the Òfamily is the basic unit of social system.Ó31 The 
family gives its members a Òdeep sense of security because they experience that 
they are someone special: loved, desired, valued, and respected simply because 
they are who they areÑ not because of what they ought to be or could become, 
but simply because they are who they are.Ó32 A good example of this 
individualism versus solidarity can be seen in the comments about an example 
of the predominant individualism in the United States made by a United 
Methodist pastor in Oklahoma: ÒIn the United States, people have pictures of 
generals, just the general himself. But in Mexico, we always see the picture of 
the general with his people, surrounded by them.Ó33 So where does the concept 
of solidarity fit within the United Methodist Church? 

As Justo Gonz‡lez says:  
Obviously, as Hispanic Christians we employ many of the 

images and paradigms that the church has always used to express its 
experience of redemption: grace, salvation, being found, life eternal, 
and new birth. But also for many of us there is a particular paradigm 
that expresses an important element in the good news that is the gospel. 
That paradigm is solidarity, often expressed in terms such as ÒfamilyÓ 
and Òcommunity.Ó34 

The United Methodist Church must recognize the importance of this paradigm 
of solidarity to the mestizaje, and the mestizaje must continue to hold to its 
foundation of solidarity.35  

 
A DEFINITION OF MESTIZAJE 

 So who are the mestizaje? All the issuesÑ the Galilean concept, 
history, solidarityÑ that have been discussed have moved toward defining 
mestizaje but have not explicitly defined mestizaje.  Elizondo is the Òfirst to 
articulate skillfully mestizaje as the Hispanic locus theologicus used by other 
U.S. Hispanic theologians.Ó36 His usage of mestizaje as a term and concept37 was 
quickly accepted and put into use by other United States Hispanic theologians.  

                                                
30 Puente, Interview on 6 October 2006. 
31 Elizondo, 27. 
32 Elizondo, 111. 
33 Espinoza, Interview on 5 October 2006. 
34 Gonz‡lez, Ma–ana, 103. 
35 For an interesting perspective on sin as Ònever personal,Ó read 

Miguel A. De La TorreÕs, ÒEvangelism: A Hispanic Perspective,Ó Church & 
Society 92, no. 3 (Ja-F 2002): 11-24. 

36 Ba–uelas, 5. 
37 For more insight into this topic, read: Virgil P. Elizondo, ÒFrom 

Mestizaje as a Locus of Theological Reflection,Ó in Frontiers of Hispanic 
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 By mestizaje, Elizondo (and I) are basically referring to Òthe 

generation of a new people from two disparate parent peoples.Ó38 Being a 
mestizaje means that a distinct identity can only be found in the diversity, the 
recognition that one does not possess a singular identity, but rather a multitude 
of identities. As was said by a pastor in the United Methodist Church in the 
Oklahoma Annual Conference, Òthere are several issues when we talk about 
identityÉ. identity and culture are intermingled...so many things are involved.Ó39  

 The mestizaje can be seen as a threat to both its parent cultures because 
of its mixing of the two different identities. For example, the mestizaje with a 
Mexican-American background will not do things exactly like his or her fellow 
Mexicans and will also not do things exactly like his or her fellow Americans; 
this failure might upset either side because they can never fully understand 
where he or she is coming from. Mestizaje are a Òminority within a minority.Ó40 
As Justo Gonz‡lez points out, though, Òit [ this mixing of two backgrounds] also 
points toward the future, for all culture and all ethnic identity is provisional, and 
eventually gives way to a new mestizaje.Ó41 There is a ÒrichnessÓ to be found in 
this diversity, especially within the realm of the church and ministry, but only 
when others and the mestizaje themselves are ÒopenÓ to the implications of this 
diversity.42   

 
GOD AND WHO HE IS IN RELATION TO THE MESTIZAJE43 

DIOS/GOD 
 When trying to talk about God, Òthe crucial question is not whether 

God exists, but who or what this God is whose existence we either affirm or 
deny.Ó44 God is Someone different to different peoples and to every person on 
this earth. Therefore, who is the God of the mestizaje, the one whom they call 
their God? What is it they mean when they say God?  

God is the Creator of all people. Whose calling from every 
race, every tongue to participate in his kingdom, which starts here and 

                                                                                                         
Theology in the United States, edited by Allan Figueroa Deck, S.J. (Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis Books, 1992), 104-123.  
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41 Gonz‡lez, Ma–ana, 78. 
42 Elizondo, 50. 
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44 Gonz‡lez, Ma–ana, 89. 
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culminates when JesusÕ second coming, after one thousand years in 
the consummation of things. He is obviously a God of many 
peopleÉd iversity. God is often said that He wanted to make one race, 
but He made many races. We can see this in creation of animals, plants, 
peoples, gif ts given to the church. He complements with differences.45  

God is my friend. He has always been with me. He took care 
of me all the time. He protects me when I wasnÕt doing things I was 
supposed to do. He is faithful. He is Spirit. He is alive.46 

Both of these descriptions of God were made by United Methodist pastors in the 
Oklahoma Annual Conference. The first description was made by a pastor who 
has lived in the United States since he was a teenager. He was nominally 
Catholic in background until 1982 when he became part of the UMC. He was 
called to the ministry and received seminary training, often being criticized by 
fellow Hispanics Òas not being HispanicÓ because he Òthought white.Ó47 He said 
that basically the only theology he studied in seminary was Anglo theology. His 
somewhat ÒAnglo-cizedÓ wording about God reflects his background. God to 
him is the God up there. The second description of God was made by a pastor 
who has only lived in the United States for four to five years. He has not yet 
received formal seminary training, and until he does, he visits with many pastors 
and reads many books. God to him is the Friend with whom he has a 
relationship.48 

 So who is God to the mestizaje? Even within the United Methodist 
Church, and between two men with Mexican backgrounds, there are very 
different perspectives about who God is. God as more distantÉ God as more 
personalÉ Perhaps it is not fair to make a claim about who these pastors see 
God as when asking them to give a brief paragraph description, but they 
responded with what they felt was the core of who God is.  

 For United States Hispanic theologians, God is the Creator, Òthe living 
GodÓ49 who is continually creating even now. As Creator, God is Òthe loving 
GodÓ50 who takes delight in His creations. Therefore, God is the God of the 
oppressed, of those the world marginalizes, because God deeply loves all His 
creations, especially those others have rejected like He was rejected two 
thousand years ago. God is the God among the people. God is among them 
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because God is one of them. God is a minority who speaks Spanish.51 God 
chooses as His very own those that the world rejects because He knows what it 
is like to be rejected.52 God is experienced as God by the U.S. Hispanic 
theologians in their own unique everyday experiences. 

The community experiences God as Father when it recognizes 
itself as Ôcoming fromÕ someone or somethingÑ specifically, from the 
loving, creating will of God. When we become aware that we have 
been ÔsentÕ with a purpose, however dim this may be, we identify 
ourselves as begotten and sent by God the Father.53 

God is with them because God lovingly created them after Him. God to the 
mestizaje is---. God is different to each one of them. Therefore, within the 
United Methodist Church we must move toward a more diversified 
understanding of who God is, after being in dialogue with other peopleÑ who 
may or may not see God as we do. 

 
JESUS CRISTOS/JESUS CHRIST 

 Who is Jesus Christ to the mestizaje? What do the mestizaje mean 
when they say Jesus Christ? 

God incarnate. Fully man and fully God. Homocusios with the 
Father. Born in a specif ic time from the Spirit, from the Virgin Mary. 
He died on the Cross. He resurrected. His body was transformed in 
incorruptible substance Paul talked about. He appeared to His disciples, 
came through closed doorsÑ eat, drink, talk, wasnÕt a ghost. He 
ascended into heaven. He will come back for His church, to establish 
His kingdom. Salvation comes through Him. He came to atone for our 
sins. There is no other ways we can enter the kingdom except through 
Him. Fully human to save humans. But we need a God to save us. 
ThatÕs why He was incarnate.54 

Jesus is my motive. My passion. Son of God. He is the 
Redeemer. He is the last of Adam. He restored what we lost in the 
Garden of Eden. According to Juan 10:10, we can have life in 
abundance through Him. On the cross, Jesus took everything awayÑ
sin, illness. He gave us back salvation.55 

For the United Methodist pastor who gave the first description of Jesus Christ, 
Jesus is the ChristÑ Son of Man and Son of God. For the United Methodist 
pastor who gave the second description of Jesus Christ, Jesus is the Jesus in 
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whom he has a relationship. Yes, Jesus is the Christ, Son of Man and Son of 
God to him, but foremost He is the Jesus whom he knows. 

 To United States Hispanic theologians, Jesus is one of them because 
Jesus has suffered as they suffer: ÒJesus the Christ is our brother in sorrow and 
oppression, and we can touch him, mourn with him, die with him, and yes, also 
hope with him.Ó56 Jesus is the Suffering Servant. Jesus is the Òreject who rejects 
rejection.Ó57 Jesus is one who Òwillingly assumes the role of the ultra-
disfranchised.Ó58 Jesus is the Òinnocent, just one who is the victim of the sin of 
the world, the blind, absolutized and oppressive social, intellectual, and religious 
structures of humanity.Ó59 Jesus is love. Jesus is compassion. Jesus is 
experienced as Jesus by U.S. Hispanic theologians in their everyday struggle of 
living. 

When the Hispanic community unveils its identity and 
thematizes its meaning, even in the midst of oppression and 
brokenness, and can name this meaning as agape, love, it has 
experienced the Son as logos, as wisdom, as loving redemption.60  

Jesus is with them because He has been one of them. 
 

ESPIRITU SANTO/HOLY SPIRIT 
 Who is the Holy Spirit to the mestizaje? What do the mestizaje mean 

when they say Holy Spirit? 
Third person of Trinity. HeÕs the proof that Jesus went to be 

with the Father. If I  go, I will send the Spirit. The Spirit came on 
Pentecost day. The Spirit sustains us, guides us, supplicates for us, 
empowers us to do GodÕs will. The SpiritÕs function is to take us to the 
Word of God. And to glorify God in our lives. So in that sense, the 
Spirit builds the Church, sustains the Church. Giving us conviction, 
assurance that we are children of God. That Spirit inspired the Bible 
writers, under the influence of the Spirit we understand the Bible. The 
Bible from page one to the end is Logos, contains the Word of God.  
But the Holy Spirit will take the Bible and make it the Word of God for 
us, specif ic message just for you.61 

I think He is the greatest gif t that the human being can have, 
but also He can be the greatest gift that nobody uses. He could be 
forgotten. That is happening in the church.We are taking part in this 
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bad thing. But, the Spirit, He is the food. He empowers me. He is the 
guide.62 

For the United Methodist pastor who gave the first description of the Holy 
Spirit, the Holy Spirit was, is, and will be the Source of Empowerment for 
GodÕs work in the world in helping people to understand the Word of God. For 
the United Methodist pastor who gave the second description of the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Spirit is The Gift that empowers people. 

 For the United States Hispanic theologians, the Holy Spirit is the Gift 
of Empowerment. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of New Creation who will 
Òrecreate from within.Ó 63 The Holy Spirit is one who will shape and mold us, 
who Òushers in a new creationÑ a people united in their experience of being 
accepted and loved by God, freed from the enslaving tendencies of Ôthe 
world.ÕÓ64 The Holy Spirit is the Òbasis for Christian spirituality.Ó65 The Holy 
Spirit is the Òfirstfruits, the downpayment, the guarantor, of the Reign of God.Ó66 
The Holy Spirit is experienced by U.S. Hispanic theologians in everyday life as 
the continual gif t of GodÕs love among them, feeding them and empowering 
them to do the work that Christians are called to do in this world. 

When the Hispanic community goes a step further and 
identifies itself as a living spark of GodÕs love and discovers its 
foundations as love itself, then it experiences the Holy Spirit.67 

The Holy Spirit is with the mestizaje because the Spirit is the love and 
empowerment within them.   

 
RELIGIOSIDAD POPULAR/POPULAR RELIGIOSITY 
 ÒFor a suffering and oppressed people, there is nothing more powerful 

than oneÕs collective religious symbols.Ó68 Popular religiosity Òis highlighted 
because of the very clear demonstration that peopleÕs identity is so 
interconnected with their religious symbols, their faith and their struggle for 
liberation.Ó69 No matter what culture a mestizaje has come from, popular 
religiosity is a foundational matter: Òpopular religiosity is indeed omnipresent in 
the Hispanic universe.Ó70 The mestizajeÕs identity Òis tiedÓ to popular religiosity 

                                                
62 Puente, Interview on 6 October 2006. 
63 Elizondo, 82. 
64 Elizondo, 82. 
65 Gonz‡lez, Ma–ana, 158. 
66 Gonz‡lez, Ma–ana, 161. 
67 Garc’a, 98. 
68 Gonzalez, 16. 
69 Jeanette Rodriguez, ÒU.S. Hispanic/Latino Theology: Context and 

Challenge,Ó Journal of Hispanic/Latino Theology 5, no. 3 (February 1998): 11. 
70 Orlando Esp’n, ÒFrom Tradition and Popular Religion: An 

Understanding of the Sensus Fidelium,Ó in Mestizo Christianity: Theology from 
the Latino Perspective, edited by Arturo J. Ba–uelas (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis 
Books, 1995), 148. 



 44 
because of how it is so intricately intertwined in their lives at all levels.71 
Popular religiosity influences the way they Òfeel, think, and relate to the 
world.Ó72 

 Popular religiosity can be defined as Òthe set of experiences, beliefs 
and rituals which more-or-less peripheral human groups create, assume and 
develop (within concrete sociocultural and historical contexts and as a response 
to these contexts) and which to a greater or lesser degree distance themselves 
(superficially or substantively) from what is recognized as normative by church 
and society, striving (through rituals, experiences and beliefs) to f ind an access 
to God and salvation which they feel they cannot f ind in what the church and 
society present as normative.Ó73 

 U.S. Hispanic theology recognizes popular religiosity as a ÒHispanic 
intuitive, contemplative tradition; a credible medium of Hispanic peoplesÕ 
experience of the mysterium tremendum; and a positive reservoir of values for 
self-determinationÉ as a reservoir of liberative values, an empowerment of 
victims, a guardian of Hispanic culture, a vehicle of evangelization, and also as a 
corrective to certain dominant values in postmodern North America.Ó74 In 
essence, popular religiosity is a Òpopular Catholic religiosity.Ó75 Because of the 
bias toward the Catholic Church, popular religiosity Òmay cause some Protestant 
or evangelical Christians to disdain this important aspect of the Hispanic 
psyche.Ó76 Many Protestants, evangelical Christians, and United Methodists 
Òdefine themselves in opposition to Roman Catholicism.Ó77 

 This contemptuous mindset was illustrated rather vividly when I was 
discussing popular religiosity with the two United Methodist pastors in the 
Oklahoma Annual Conference whom I interviewed: Òpopular religiosity keeps 
people away from God!Ó78 Nonetheless, popular religiosity is important to 
consider when defining who God is and how He relates to the mestizaje. The 
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three symbols focused on very brief ly here will be: the Virgin Mary, Lady of 
Guadelupe, and the Crucified Christ. 

 
The Virgin Mary 

 The Virgin Mary was the Mother of God in Jesus Christ. She was the 
servant mother, who Òin humility proclaims GodÕs love and affirmation of His 
people.Ó79 Mary Òaffirms GodÕs paradox of calling worthy what is unworthy and 
unworthy what is considered worthy through human eyes.Ó80 The United 
Methodist pastors from the Oklahoma Annual Conference whom I interviewed 
accepted the above claims about the Virgin Mary, but refuted other popular 
claims: 

I believe that Mary was a virgin when she conceive from the 
Holy Spirit. Nowadays, Virgin equals semi-god. Has power to atone for 
our sins, we worship him in order to save such. That was never the 
intention. While the Catholic Church raised her to be mother of Jesus, 
we should not put her down. She is a person of honor as mother of 
Jesus. She was not a virgin forever. She may have other children, list 6. 
The notion that she is immaculate is not biblical. ThatÕs a tradition the 
mother of GodÑ thatÕs plain heresy. Every virgin, idol they say is Mary 
with other names (GuadelupeÑ mother of God). Mary was a good 
believer who lived and died, went to heaven based on faith in Jesus 
Christ, just as disciples and us.81 

I think from my point of view she was a disciple, and she was 
an apostle perhaps. She was so close to Jesus. As a follower, not as his 
mother, as a follower. She saw everything. She easily could have been 
something who wrote about him. She learned from him. She could have 
teach about him. Testify about him. ThatÕs it, a follower, a disciple, an 
apostle. Talking about divinityÑ I think she was a saint in the sense 
that her life before conceiving Jesus in her tummy was according to 
what was best in a woman. When she bring Jesus to life, her mission 
was f inished. She then was a normal woman. She had a normal life 
with Joseph, had more children with him. ButÉw e donÕt have to ask 
for miracle or favor. We have Jesus. Our faith has to be in Jesus.82 

 
The Lady of Guadelupe 

The Lady of Guadelupe has turned attention from ÒMarian devotion, to 
contemplation of Mary as the maternal face of God, to Orlando O. Esp’nÕs 
provocative question: ÔWhy canÕt we understanding Mary categories of Latino 
Catholicism as orthodox popular pneumatiology?ÕÓ83 ÒLa Morenita, the Virgin 
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of Guadelupe, is the manifestation of Mary as the mestizo virgin of 
Guadalupe at Tepeyac in 1531.Ó84 The reason the Lady of Guadelupe is so 
central is that she manifests herself as Òa humble and pure virgin who brings 
GodÕs acceptance, love and embracing of the mestizo.Ó85 She brings honor to a 
dishonored people. That is why she is important, but the United Methodist 
pastors from the Oklahoma Annual Conference whom I interviewed disagree 
with this description of what she represents: 

Guadelupe was a symbol of conquest. What happened there 
was a legend that some people will come. As Cortez find out, 
Montezuma allowed him to come to Mexico City. Indians worship 
goddess. As the conquest was concluding, it was obvious that the 
Indians were getting united against the Spanish. The Spanish designed 
the appearing of Guadelupe. Such as with gun power, to make image 
appear. Juan Diego wants to say that he saw her. Perhaps he didnÕt even 
exist. Maybe they kill him. ItÕs a lie. Guadelupe is Tenotsine, other 
fertility goddess, has nothing to do with Mary, mother of Jesus. The 
genius of the Catholic Church was to incorporate local religions into 
Catholic Church. ThatÕs a way of control. In Mexico especially, where 
we place such a big emphasis on family and descendants, I think if  Juan 
Diego really existed we would have people keeping a record of the 
genealogyÑ big pride, we do that with all the heroes. Guadelupe is a 
symbol of oppression, religious oppression.86  

Who is she? According to Diego, he had a supernatural 
contact with her. But thatÕs it. To me, that is no reason for worshiping 
her. If I want healing, I  will ask Jesus. I donÕt need her. I  think it was a 
marketing tool for the Catholic Church to keep the Indian people in the 
religion. From that, we donÕt have to embrace that as United 
Methodists and as Christians. The Bible is clear, no images, no figures. 
I think the lack of knowledge of the people guides them to do those 
things. But if they donÕt know the truth about love of Jesus. I f so, then 
they will take up their blindness and could see the truth. They are doing 
that because tradition, culture. Everyone needs someone to worship. 
Worshipping wrong stuff though. They are putting faith in something 
material.87 

Basically, the Lady of Guadelupe represents a contradiction within the realm of 
popular religiosityÑ that of liberation and oppression at the same time. 

 
The Crucified Chr ist 

The Crucified Christ is perhaps the most universal symbol of popular 
religiosity. The Crucified Christ, Òthe Christ of Hispanic passion symbolismÓ is 
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Òa tortured, suffering human being.Ó88 The Crucif ied Christ is a Òrealistic 
showing of the suffering, death and desolation of the faithful in the world.Ó89 
The Crucified Christ represents the aff liction experienced in the daily lives of 
many of the mestizaje. 

Jesus died on cross. It was a real and painful death. We 
Hispanics donÕt buy into Gnostic view of Christ. Emmanuel God 
incarnate with us, as fully human, he suffer the crucifixion. Without 
blood, there is no remission of sin the Bible says. The wages of sin is 
death. In order to redeem us from the prize of sin was death. So Jesus 
must die. So it was a real death. Resurrection. Transformation of body. 
To incorruptible substance that Paul talks about, a body will live 
forever. He didnÕt revive, he restorated. He is at the right hand of the 
Father. He is coming to raise up the church those redeemed in His 
blood. Rapture. HeÕs coming for His church, then after tribulation 
coming back with church. Every eye will see then. He will come, reign 
and eventually give the kingdom back to the Father at the f inal 
judgment, then a new eternity, an eternity of eternities will be 
established. I am the truth, the way, the life. No se, I am Mary, I am 
Peter. He is the only way.90 

I prefer to remember Jesus in the resurrection. I like to see the 
cross as victory, reminds me that someone took my place. The only 
man that can do that. To see Jesus on the cross every time doesnÕt make 
sense. ItÕs hard for him, God, for me. He is alive. So itÕs like if 
somebody in U.S.A. has his son or her daughter in the chest in an 
electrical chair or gas chamber or lethal injection. There is no reason to 
remember loved one in that way. Prefer to remember them alive. 
However, our Lord had to pass that trial in order to obey God to restore 
us in a new life. I tÕs sad.91 

The Crucified Christ is an important reality, but we must move toward the 
reality of the resurrected Christ. 

 
MESTIZAJE THEOLOGY OF MISSION 

MOVING TOWARD A MESTIZAJE THEOLOGY OF MISSION 
 As has been illustrated in the discussion on who the mestizaje are and 

who God is in relation to the mestizaje, mestizaje theology is Òa bridge theology 
for a bridge people.Ó92 It is necessary to say that mestizaje theology Òcertainly 
contrasts with mainstream U.S. theology, but also with the theology of liberation 
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[Latin American liberation theology].Ó93 It has a Òdistinct cultural profile.Ó94 
The mestizaje theology has been steadily building Òa distinctive contextual 
liberation theology in the United States that encompasses the varieties of 
religious experiences found within their communities.Ó95 It is a Òsynthesis both 
of the religious and theological expressions of Christians in a never-ending 
struggle for life and of the negotiations with those cultures and religious 
practices.Ó96 It is their story, a story specific to their lives.  Thus, it is a 
subversive theology in the sense that telling their Òown story (even though it 
begins as a narrative and as an experience of faith) is a profoundly political 
act.Ó97   

Yet at the same time, there is a double standard to be recognized when 
calling mestizaje theology a subversive theology. A statement by Justo L. 
Gonz‡lez highlights this double standard: 

North Atlantic male theology is taken to be basic, normative, 
universal theology, to which then women, other minorities, and people 
from the younger churches may add their footnotes. What is said in 
Manila is very relevant for the Philippines. What is said in Tubingen, 
Oxford, or Yale is relevant for the entire church. White theologians do 
general theology; black theologians do black theology. Male 
theologians do general theology; female theologians do theology 
determined by their sex.98 

So is mestizaje theology subversive? Or rather, is it a general theology that 
possesses a certain perspective, much like all other general theologies? Either 
way, what is necessary is that one recognizes the value found in this theology as 
an Òunderstanding of who the mestizaje areÓ and Òwho God is.Ó99 God calls for 
an aff irmation of all peoples with their own unique identities. His Word, Òthe 
witness of the Scriptures, calls for an affirmation of their ethnic and cultural 
identities as expressions of grace.Ó100 

 
THE REALITY OF THE MESTIZAJE THEOLOGY OF MISSION  
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WI THIN THE UNITED M ETHODIST CHURCH 

The United Methodist Church affirms all peoples. The vision of the 
church as the church of all peoples is THE vision of the UMC. The National 
Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry very clearly states this vision: 

Ours is a vision of a church in which, as at the first Pentecost, 
all can hear of the mighty works of God in their own tongue (Acts 2:8). 
This is not merely a matter of language, but also of cultural identity, 
family traditions, etc. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit did not destroy or 
ignore the cultural identities of those present, but rather made the 
Gospel available to them in whatever language they spoke. This led the 
early church to new life and new growth. Likewise, in the church today, 
we must f ind ways to aff irm the various cultural identities of those 
among whom we witness. And they in turn must be encouraged to 
speak of the mighty works of God Ôin their own tongue.Õ 

Ours is a vision of a dynamic and growing church, joyously 
sharing and living the Good News of Jesus Christ in a multiplicity of 
places, urban and rural, in congregations large and small, and in a 
variety of cultural settings. In this church, groups that traditionally have 
been disenfranchised will be full partners in ChristÕs ministry, and the 
gifts of every Hispanic and LatinoÑ male and female, young and old, 
factory worker and professional, immigrant and nativeÑ will be put to 
use for the upbuilding of the entire body.  

In this vision, United Methodist congregations, both 
Hispanic/Latino and others, will be profoundly and actively committed 
to an understanding of mission based on the connection between church 
growth and service to the community, between witness by word and 
witness by action, and between evangelism and advocacy. 

In this vision, increased presence and active participation by 
Hispanics and Latinos would be an asset for The United Methodist 
Church, not only in terms of added numbers but also in terms of the 
gifts Hispanic and Latinos bring to our denominationÑ gifts born out of 
a long history of struggle and suffering through which faith has been 
proven and revitalized.101 

The United Methodist Church recognizes that as Christians we are called to 
inclusiveness, meaning Òopenness, acceptance, and support that enables all 
persons to participate in the life of the Church, the community, and the 
world.Ó102 This inclusiveness includes an openness, acceptance, and support of a 
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mestizaje theology of mission and the ministries that are results of this 
mestizaje theology of mission.  

Generally speaking, the United Methodist Church has done a good job 
of being inclusive, but it can do better. A result of being human is that Òour good 
intentionsÓÑ even within the churchÑ are Òoften overpowered precisely because 
we have diff iculty in identifying with people of other cultures.Ó103 There is a 
Ònon-recognition of Anglo culture by Anglos (and others!).Ó104 Just as the 
Òoriginal churchÓ in JesusÕ day Òwas forced to die to its traditions in order for 
GodÕs ministry to begin,Ó so must the church of today die to its traditions in 
order for GodÕs ministry to really begin growing among the mestizaje.105  

A mestizaje theology of mission Òcannot be imported and neither can it 
be developed in isolation from the believing and practicing community.Ó106 It 
must be developed by Òconfessing the faith from a Hispanic perspective.Ó107 
Being among the mestizaje, being one of the mestizaje is the only way by which 
one can truly articulate a mestizaje theology of mission. If  the United Methodist 
Church has a mission plan FOR the mestizaje and not OF or BY the mestizaje, 
then it will never be truly inclusive and affirming of all peoples. As our Catholic 
brothers and sisters said, pastoral planning and ministry are to be conducted 
Òwith the people, not for the people.Ó108 

 
MORE SPECIFICIALLY:  

THE REALITY OF THE MESTIZAJE THEOLOGY OF MISSION  
IN THE OKLAHOMA UNITED M ETHODIST ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Within the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference, Hispanic 
ministries are overseen by the Director of Congregational Development and the 
Committee on Congregational Development. Yet the Director of Congregational 
Development is not mestizaje, and no mestizaje serves as an official member on 
this committee.109 Now this does not mean that the director and the committee 
are not concerned about the nurture and growth of mestizaje ministries because 
they certainly are. As the Director of Congregational Development said, Òwe 
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want to plant new churches among the Hispanic communities; we want to 
help.Ó110 All the people on the committee are caring Christian people. The fact 
that no mestizaje serves as an official member of this committee just means that 
once again the United Methodist Church is inadvertently subordinating the role 
of the mestizaje by not allowing them to have an official voice about the 
oversight of their own ministries.111 As Justo L. Gonz‡lez says, Òthe 
denominational structures and divisions of our society generally ref lect the 
structures and divisions of the dominant culture and donÕt always help or 
support the needs of minorities.Ó112 The mestizaje possess an often Òoverlooked 
perspective.Ó113 

The UMC is keeping a paternalistic hold on mestizaje ministries, even 
if it is solely in a bureaucratic manner with the organizational structures, such as 
committees. Indigenous leadership will not be fully developed unless indigenous 
leadership exists at all levels of ministryÑ pastoral, administrative, etc.: Òthe 
development of indigenous leadership is critical to creating and shaping 
ethosÉa nd is essential in generating f irst-century church momentum.Ó114 As a 
United Methodist pastor within the Oklahoma Annual Conference said:  

In our conference we are doing ministry with Hispanics. We 
wonÕt give control to Hispanics. We still tell them what to do in many 
ways. We need to jump to a ministry by Hispanics.115 

Mestizaje must become equals with others at all levels of ministry in the 
Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference because right now Òwe donÕt 
have empowered Hispanics in leadership positionsÓ as we should.116 
 Another issue encouraging a paternalistic hold is the system and policies in 
place that determine the required official training of pastors. As Manuel Ortiz 
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said, Òthe task of training and educating our emerging Hispanic leaders is a 
major issue for the church nationally.Ó117 As a United Methodist pastor within 
the Oklahoma Annual Conference said: 

The conference doesnÕt have the right system to supervise, 
train, develop leadership. Education is important. It means quality, 
there is quality to people when educated. But we need to review some 
of the points to bring more people that want to serve. We have to be 
accepting. They church doesnÕt have to accept everybody. It is a good 
process now, but has to be more f lexible. Good education means more 
opportunities. But less educated people are here. SoÉt he conference 
has to be flexible.118 

As another pastor within the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference 
said: 

A struggle is that the educational system isnÕt appropriate for 
Hispanic conditionsÑ donÕt have schooling, age, etc. There should be 
alternative ways of preparing local pastors. The bureaucracy gets in the 
way. The specific steps are ridiculous. Most Hispanics who feel a call 
to ministry will not qualify.119 

 I know that the United Methodist Church feels like it must keep its standards in 
relation to the clergy requirements, but more dialogue about the flexibility of 
these standards should occur. As the Director of Congregational Development 
said, Òwe are trying to be as open about it as we canÉw e know our model 
doesnÕt f it, but we must maintain a United Methodist understanding of making 
disciples of Jesus ChristÑ which our current educational/training system 
encourages.Ó120  

So what is this paternalism attributed to? Why are the structures like 
this? In interviewing Hispanic pastors and the Director of Congregational 
Development in the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference, I 
discovered that the greatest factor was a lack of upfront communication. People 
on all sides of the table are simply not expressing their opinions openly with one 
another as they should. They all said things should be done differently but had 
not talked with one another explicitly about how they should be done! I 
understand that in the world today,  rules, policies, regulations, politics, and 
diplomacy must come into play, and things should be Òon the record and off the 
record,Ó121 but as Christians we also live in another world shaped by the 
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principles Jesus Christ set forth in the model of His life. Our greatest 
motivation in determining our actions should be mission, a desire to bring 
people to God. Therefore, people should speak in love upfront and honestly 
about Hispanic ministry within the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual 
Conference, because it is only then that a mestizaje theology of mission can be 
put into action and bring people into GodÕs kingdom. 

 
What M ission is to the Mestizaje 

 When I was interviewing Hispanic pastors within the Oklahoma United 
Methodist Annual Conference, I found a general consensus on what mission was 
to them. They said: 

Mission is something to be accomplished, is something to be 
done. And in order to do that, to achieve that, to get it, we have to have 
a clear vision of the mission. We have to have strategies to achieve it, 
resources to achieve it. Our mission is taken from the Great 
Commission Jesus gave us. Share the gospel he said. How can we share 
the gospel in 2006 among the communities we are serving, the people 
we are serving? That is the wisdom we have to ask God through the 
Holy Spirit? How can we do mission in this year, people, culture? We 
have to share the gospel and with different tools and ways maybe than 
other churches. The main point is to bring people to Christ, plant a seed 
in their heart. Every day, we have to do our mission.122  

Mission is given to us in the Great Commission. It is to go and 
make disciples. We have the mission feel in our midst. We are still 
making mission overseas, yes. But we need to reach out in our 
communities here. Work from the inside out. Reach out with the good 
news of Jesus, the gospel of Jesus. Jesus said, Ôyou will be my 
witnesses.Õ So we need to work in our communities. Then increase 
from there. So my definition of mission is to be faithful to the Great 
Commission in our place of work.123 

A mestizaje theology of mission in the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual 
Conference is focused on the Great Commission that calls us Òto go make 
disciples of Jesus Christ.Ó How? By Òproclaiming the good news of GodÕs grace 
and by exemplifying JesusÕ command to love God and neighbor, thus seeking 
the fulfillment of GodÕs reign and realm in the world is the vision Scripture 
holds before us.Ó124 By merely loving everyone as Jesus loved us. By Òbeing-
for-others.Ó125 

 
Mission Stances 
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 While interviewing the Hispanic pastors within the Oklahoma 

United Methodist Annual Conference, I came across a singular definition of 
what mission was but two distinct ways of how mission should be done. The 
first, Mission Stance A, was exemplif ied in the opinions of Pastor Juventino 
Espinoza. The second, Mission Stance B, was exemplif ied in the opinions of 
Pastor Erick Puente. I  felt that both mission stances had good aspects but were 
not complete by themselves. Therefore, Mission Stance C will present a more 
complete mestizaje theology of mission. 

 
Mission Stance A 

 Pastor Tino sees mission as only being fully accomplished through 
bureaucratic structures with the mestizaje voice as a part of this structure on all 
levels. He cited the background of the story in Acts 6 as his reasoning: 

Acts 6. The church will always complain. For example, the 
Greek widows complain because they donÕt receive the fair share of 
food as the Hebrew widows. The leadership responded by appointing 
seven deaconesses that are Greek. That means they have seven 
foreigners who were empowered by the church to serve along with the 
primary culture. They gave them power equal with use. We must do 
that in this conference, appoint Hispanics to be equal. We donÕt have it 
yetÉ We donÕt have empowered Hispanics at headquarters. We should 
have Hispanics in conference headquarters. That would mean, we are 
empowering Hispanics like we should. Then doing Hispanic ministry. 
We are now doing FOR and WITH Hispanics, not BY Hispanics. We 
have no access to money officially. We donÕt set out own direction, we 
donÕt manage our own money. We are subject and accountable to 
someone who is not Hispanic. The day that we are equalÑ that day 
we have not seen yet.126 

He believes that indigenous ministry can never be fully accomplished wide-scale 
on local level unless the mestizaje voice is heard at all levels.  
 Therefore, the United Methodist Church in the Oklahoma Annual Conference 
must be aware that Òleadership drawn from the oppressed may do the best job of  
representing the interests of the oppressed.Ó127 It is necessary to hand over the 
authority to the mestizaje that they deserve.128 
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Mission Stance B 

 Pastor Erick sees mission as being accomplished one church at a time 
at the local level, for only then will things change at the higher levels. As he 
says: 

We must speak with results! I  donÕt have to explain, or ask for 
anything. We just have to ask for things with our results. If we ask in 
this way, then the conference will give.129 

He believes mission can only be accomplished in oneÕs own backyard. How? 
Through identifying principles: Òclaim the biblical principle of living in a 
spiritual way; focusing on the divine, rather than human.Ó130 Then through 
identifying mechanics:  

We have to have a profile of our cities. We have to do an x-ray 
of ourselves to see weak and strong points. We have to recognize our 
limitations and be able to ask for help. As a church, every church has to 
have a vision. Why is God calling us to mission? Then vision for 
Hispanic minister. Then we have to have our target (new commerce, 
first generation, second generation, women in their 30s). All of this has 
to have the base of revivals, prayer teams, etc.131 

Pastor Erick believes a grassroots movement is the only way a mestizaje 
indigenous leadership will begin. 

 Therefore, the United Methodist Church in the Oklahoma Annual 
Conference must recognize the successes of mestizaje missions and churches 
and allow them to gain leadership at higher levels. 

 
M ission Stance C 

 Pastor Tino and Pastor ErickÕs mission stances differed in one 
significant way: HOW they perceived mestizaje mission should be 
accomplished. Pastor Tino emphasized a need for transformation from the top 
down. Pastor Erick emphasized a need for transformation from the bottom up. 
Now, neither one of these approaches is wrong. Both bring something vital to 
the table. I believe it is absolutely necessary to dialogue with one another and 
combine both approaches. As mujerista theologian Ada Mar’a Isasi-D’az says: 
  Dialogue means finding together a third place, a place constituted by some of 

what the other says and some of what we say, place that is not static, 
that is always in the process of being shaped and refined and that is 
neither exclusively ours or theirs so we can all claim it and be in it 
together. Dialogue requires participants to think that what others are 
saying might be right and that this in turn might require us to realize 
that what we are thinking might be at least partially wrong.132 
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As our brothers in the Catholic Church said: 
  We must recognize that the face of the church is changing and that all are called  

to foster a vision that welcomes the many faces of the church to the 
table where decisions are made. Relentlessly promoting intercultural 
dialogue and a better understanding of the universality of the church 
can accomplish these ends.133 

A mestizaje mission should be accomplished by transformation from the top 
down AND from the bottom up. We must Òindicate our points of agreementÓ so 
that we can carry out mission effectively.134 As Pastor Erick said, Òeveryone 
wants to implement our hopes, dreams and desiresÉw e have unique points, but 
we must focus on our common pointsÑ the constant in Jesus and His 
mission.Ó135 We must carry out pastoral de conjunto.136 That is, we must carry 
out: 

  A well-planned pastoral effort that is the specific, conscious, deliberate 
response to the necessities of evangelization. It should be implemented 
through a process of participation at every level of the communities and 
persons concerned. They must be taught how to analyze reality, how to 
reflect on this reality from the standpoint of the Gospel, how to choose 
the most suitable objectives and means, and how to use them in the 
most sensible way for the work of evangelization.137 
One way that the Oklahoma United Methodist Annual Conference 

might begin to approach the move toward a mestizaje theology of mission is 
through an idea Pastor Tino, Pastor Erick, and Craig Stinson all discussed with 
me during their interviews; that is, appoint a mestizaje to be a 
congregational/missional developer.138 They all have the same opinion that this 
would be an excellent way to develop mission. As Pastor Erick says: 

We need one guy or one woman with expertise in mission, 
with the only task, only responsibility to develop us. This person has to 
know how to do mission. And he/she has to have a team, but the only 
responsibility of him is to develop us in doing mission. Right now, as a 
Hispanic committee, we are pastors trying to develop the Hispanic 
movement. We are getting results, but low. If we can have one team to 

                                                
133 U.S. Catholic Council of Bishops, 433. 
134 Isasi-D’az, 103. 
135 Puente, Interview on 6 October 2006. 
136 For more details on the missional approach, read the following 

article: Ana Mar’a Pineda, ÒFrom Pastoral de Conjunto,Ó in Mestizo 
Christianity: Theology from the Latino Perspective, edited by Arturo J. Ba–uelas 
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1995), 126-131. 

137 Pineda, 127. 
138 This was discussed in the following interviews: 

  Espinoza, Interview on 5 September 2006. 
  Puente, Interview on 6 October 2006. 
  Stinson, Interview on 21 September 2006. 



 57 
travel around the state, taking the statistics about how many 
Hispanics, etc. Part of team activities will be to develop leaders to send 
to places, for me it will help a lot and save a lot of time. Right now, I 
am dealing with Mision Methodista del Norte and responsibility with 
committee. Committee or Mision Methodista? Choose---Mision! I am a 
pastor. But yeah, we need a team there. I think that function is 
performed by Craig Stinson, but he is busy. They donÕt know how to 
do mission. They donÕt have to be Hispanic, could beÉ .They have to 
know how to do mission. Mission is very different from doing church. 
You have to spend a lot of talking, walking, visiting, phoning. WonÕt 
see in church. Eventually, they will come to churchÉb ut not right 
away. Have to teach conference or around this ministry (Korean, etc.) 
that results arenÕt all about numbers. They first thing they ask is 
numbers. We are here for ministry. This is a different process.   

If I compare mission with business, mission is like the 
department of new projects. I t has to have special attention, has to have 
a specialist for this activity. When in Mexico with steel company, when 
company says okay we are going to develop this steel. First thing, was 
choose specialists from each department to focus on coming up with 
that product. We need something like that in the conference for 
developing churches, a specialist in doing mission. We arenÕt paying 
attention to people with that knowledge. I think it could be any 
Hispanic pastor here in Oklahoma, but he/she would have to leave their 
church and just focus on developing. But before bringing someone, we 
have to develop a plan.139 

This idea of a mestizaje congregational/missional developer is just the beginning 
of growth for mestizaje mission!140 There is joy and hope to be found in the 
possibilities ma–ana will bring, for Òma–ana is much more than tomorrow!Ó141 
As Miguel A. De La Torre said, Òthe church is being made to convert, even as it 
seeks converts.Ó142 
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Women Composers in the Middle Ages 

Hope Lanctot 
 

 In the Middle Ages, the role of women in society was strict and did not 
easily allow for education and personal expression. Some women broke the 
ideologies of the time and chose their own path. These women are the reason 
why there is the small but profound remnant of music bearing womenÕs credit. 
The sociological backgrounds and circumstances from which they came molded 
the music to f it their needs. There are three specif ic areas of the compositions 
which were influenced: text, music, and transmission. An examination of three 
well-known women composersÑ Kassia (ca. 810-843/867), Hildegard von 
Bingen (1098-1179), and La Comtessa de Dia (ca. 1175)Ñ and their music 
demonstrate this. All the categories of influence can be headed under the title 
Circumstances of Life. These circumstances include gender, education, area of 
residence, socioeconomic status, and reason for writing.  

Kassia is the earliest known female composer whose music still exists. 
She lived during the 9th century in the Byzantine Empire. Her character is 
illustrated through a legend associated with her. The Emperor Theophilos 
(reigning from 829-842 A.D.) was supposed to pick a bride. Kassia, who was 
young and beautiful, was interviewed as a candidate, but was so witty and clever 
that he felt intimidated because she was too intelligent. When the Emperor made 
a comment about the evil caused by women, Kassia defended the honor of 
women, resulting in her losing the chance to become empress.  

This story displays Kassia as a head-strong woman who was beautiful 
as well as smart. She was from a wealthy family connected to the court in 
Constantinople. As a result, she received an education available to only 
aristocratic families. Her education was heavily influenced by Greek classics.1 
As a result, she was a poet, composer, and hymnographer. After being rejected 
as TheophilosÕs wife, she began a convent outside of Constantinople where she 
was abbess. Her liturgical music was written for this convent.2 
 The four Circumstances of Life that mainly inf luenced KassiaÕs music were she 
was a noblewoman, educated and wrote in Greek (the official language of the 
Byzantine Empire), lived in a convent for the latter part of her life, and had a 
connection to Theodosius. 

 KassiaÕs wit is evident in her writings. Unlike any composers in the 
Byzantine Empire, or even the composers in the West, she expressed the text 
through her music. An example of this is her song, The Five-Stringed Lute and 
the Fivefold Lamp, which commemorates f ive saints. One motive in the music 

                                                
1 Touliatos, Diane: 'Kassia', Grove Music Online (Accessed [25 November, 
2006]), http://www.grovemusic.com 
2 Briscoe, James R., ed. Historical Anthology of Music by Women. 
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 2004. 
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consists of a pentachord with the notes C-G. The title and pentachord motive 
are a play on the subject of the five saints. 3 

Much of her music concerns women, an important topic for her as 
shown by her defense of women to the Emperor. This subject had not been 
touched before because male hymnographers did not think it worth their 
attention. Some of these hymns include her Pious Pelagia, The Fallen Woman, 
and a number of songs concerning women saints and the Virgin Mary. The 
Fallen Woman is an interesting song because it was influenced by both 
Theophilos and her sympathy towards women. 
 

 
The Fallen Woman 

Translation by H.J.W. Tillyard4  
1. Lord, the woman fallen in many sins, seeing Thy Divinity,  
2. Taking the part of myrrh-bearer, wailing bringeth to Thee myrrh 

against Thy burial. 

                                                
3 Touliatos-Banker, Diane, Women Composers of Medieval Byzantine Chant, 
The College Music Society (Accessed [25 November, 2006]), 
http://symposium.music.org/cgi-bin/m_symp_show.pl?id=207 
4Briscoe, James R., ed. Historical Anthology of Music by Women. Bloomington 
and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 2004. 
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3. Alas, she crieth, for that night is to me the wildness of sin, dusky 
and moonless, even the love of transgression.  
4. Accept the springs of my tears, who with clouds partest the waters of 

the sea: 
5. Bend to the groanings of my heart, who has brought down Heaven 
by Thine ineffable humiliation. 
6. I will kiss again Thy stainless feet,  
7. I will wipe them then with the hair of my head Ð 
8. Thy feet whereof when Eve in Paradise heard the sound, she hid 

herself for fear.  
9. The multitude of my sins, and the depths of Thy judgment who shall 
explore, Savior of souls, my Redeemer. 
10. Forget not me Thy servant, Thou, whose mercy is infinite. 

  
There are two explanations for the meaning of this poem. First, that it is from 
Mary MagdaleneÕs perspective Ð taking verses 6 and 7 to be Biblical references. 
The second explanation is that the story is pseudo-autobiographicalÑ Kassia felt 
she was a fallen woman because she still loved the emperor even when she was 
promised to the Church. How Theophilos influenced this song is another legend. 
Kassia was writing the text in her convent when Theophilos came to visit, but 
when she saw him so unexpectedly she ran away. He found the poem on her 
desk and wrote verse eight Ð the only verse not in the first person point of view. 
She chose to let the verse remain and f inished the poem as intended.5  

Kassia used the Byzantine modes for her writing. The modes have four 
finals Ð D, E, F, and G, which each have an authentic (higher range) and plagal 
(lower range) form. 6 All of her liturgical music is under the genre Troparion, 
which is a term used for hymns sung in the Byzantine rite. Her music falls into 
two categories of the Troparion: Stich#ra and Kanons. Stich#ra are hymns which 
were sung between alternating choirs and are through-composed; kanons are 
strophic.7 The greater portion of her music is compromised of Stich#ra.  

Stich#ra melodies are syllabic. That is, they have one or two notes per 
syllable. For example, an excerpt from first verse of The Fallen Woman:  

                                                
5 Briscoe, James R., ed. Historical Anthology of Music by Women. 
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 2004. 
6 Levy, Kenneth: 'Byzantine Chant', Grove Music Online (Accessed [25 
November, 2006]), http://www.grovemusic.com  
7 Touliatos, Diane: 'Research in Byzantine Since 1975', Acta Musicologica, 
1988, pp. 205-228 
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 An exception to syllabic stich#ra is short melismas can occur on 
accented syllables or on words or phrases requiring special emphasis. Stich#ra 
often use recurring melodic material to signify a cadence. This is seen in 
Augustus, the Monarch:  

 
This descending tetrachord from A to E occurs before most of the 

cadences in this song. In addition to this, the music was performed with an effect 
that would now be called f lorid or melismatic organum. KassiaÕs music was 
written as monophonic chant; however, in the Byzantine Empire there was often 
an improvised accompaniment used in liturgical music called krat#ma. Krat#ma 
created a drone-like affect which was sung by one of the two alternating choirs 
on the f inal or tenor of the mode. The other choir sang the notated chant, which 
together produced the florid organum affect. Krat#ma is notated using isons 
which are, ÒByzantine neume[s] indicating the repetition of a note at the same 
pitch as the preceding one.Ó8  

KassiaÕs life influenced the way she composed. The events in her life 
led up to her writing liturgical music. Had she not come from a wealthy family, 
she would not have had the chance to be interviewed as an empress. The denial 
of marriage led her to leave Constantinople and begin her own convent. If she 
had not had the education available for wealthy families, she would not have 
been able to write the poetry and music for the convent. 

Similar to Kassia is Hildegard von Bingen, 1098-1179. Hildegard was 
also the abbess of her convent and a liturgical writer and composer. Although 
she was composing for the Roman rite in Germany, not the Byzantine rite, her 
circumstances of life were similar to KassiaÕs. She entered a Benedictine 
monastery at eight years of age. Her parents were nobles, and since she was their 

                                                
8 Levy, Kenneth: 'Byzantine Chant', Grove Music Online (Accessed [25 
November, 2006]), http://www.grovemusic.com   
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10th child, they decided to give her to the church as a tithe. When she joined 
the monastery a friend taught her the Psalter, Latin, and religious practices. 
Later she was taught theology from a monk-priest, Volmar. This education made 
Hildegard capable of writing, which would later become very important for her. 
She was known for her miracles and visions and claimed to have received them 
beginning at the age of f ive. After she was educated at the monastery she was 
permitted to record her visions with the help of Volmar.9 The outcome was 
numerous volumes of books concerning natural science, medicine, and 
apocalyptic, prophetic, and symbolic writings, all of which were not based on 
previous teachings. Her Circumstances of Life included being a noblewoman, 
having an education, writing in Latin, and being prophetic, which made her texts 
unique. 

HildegardÕs music is in Latin, the language of the Catholic Church, 
since all of her compositions are liturgical. Her visions deeply influenced her 
musical compositions. This is seen through her earliest set of visions, Scivias, 
meaning ÒKnow the Ways,Ó so named because it was made known by Òliving 
brightness,Ó not drawn from other teaching.10 Scivias was compromised of three 
books and contained twenty-six visions, of which fourteen were lyric texts and 
later put to music. Book Three contained the lyrical texts that would become a 
rough draft of Ordo Virtutem, her liturgical play, and songs in the Symphonia 
armonie celestium revelationum, a collection of her chants.  

HildegardÕs visions influenced the books she wrote in the same way 
they influenced the text for her music. As seen in the Scivias, some of her 
visions were later added to music. These writings were full of imagery and 
description. The text that was written specif ically for music was written in the 
same way. For example, a few passages from her sequence, O Virgo Ac 
Diadema, show the vivid imagery:  

                                                
9 Bent, Ian D.: ÔHildegard of BingenÕ Grove Music Online (Accessed [6 
December, 2006]) http://www.grovemusic.com 
10 Dronke, Peter. Women Writers of the Middle Ages. Cambridge: Cambridge 
UP, 1985, pp 162 and 169.  
 

Ia. O branch of the kingÕs purple, 
you who are in your enclosure like 
a breastplate: 
Ib. Burgeoning, you blossomed 
after another fashion than Adam 
gave rise to the whole human race.  
IIb. O flower, you did not spring 
from dew nor from drops of rain, 
nor did the air f ly over you, but the 
divine radiance brought you forth 
on a most noble branch. 

Ia. O Virga ac diadema purpure 
Regis, que es in clausura tua sicut 
lorica.  
Ib. Tu frondens f loristi in alia 
vicissitudine quam Adam omne 
genus humanum produceret.  
IIb. O flos, tu non germinasti de 
rore, nec de guttis pluvie, nec aer 
desuper te volavit, sed divina 
claritas in nobillissima virga te 
produxit.  
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Translation by Barbara Newman 
 

All of HildegardÕs music was monophonic and newly composed. She did 
not derive any music from pre-existing plainchant. Hildegard is especially 
lauded for Ordo Virtutem, a sacred drama, a genre which had not been attempted 
independent of mass before. Hildegard used this drama as entertainment for 
noblewomen. The characters consist of the devil and sixteen virtues, played by 
women.11 All of HildegardÕs music can be grouped into the following eight 
categories:  

I. Trinity, Father, and Son 
II. Virgin, Mother, and Son 
III. Trinity, Holy Spirit 
IV. Celestial Hierarchy 
V. Patron Saints 
VI. Virgins, Widows, and Innocents 
VII. St. Ursula and her Companions 
VIII. Ecclesia 

Hildegard von Bingen had specific styles she followed for certain 
genres. Hymns and sequences were syllabic; responds were highly complex and 
had melismas with up to seventy-five notes; and antiphons used both syllabic 
and melismatic styles.12   

Currently HildegardÕs music is grouped in liturgical arrangements, but 
when it was f irst written it is probable that the music was not used as part of the 
canon. Her music was used during processions and as votive chantsÑ chants 
used in the votive ritual, a private devotional performed anytime, anywhere.13 It 
is not possible to know if  and how far HildegardÕs music was disseminated. 
ÒÉI n regard to the questions of reception of her music or possible uses of it 
outside her own cloister, nothing has remainedÑ just as nothing entered the 
musical mainstream of her own time."14      Near the end of Hildegard von 
BingenÕs life, the Comtessa de Dia (ca. 1175) was in Southern France 
composing music. Unlike Kassia and Hildegard, though, the Comtessa was not 
connected to the church but was writing secular music in her vernacular 
language, Old Occitan. There are many hypotheses about her life, but a few 
important facts are certain: She was a noblewoman, lived near the end of the 

                                                
11 Briscoe, James R., ed. Historical Anthology of Music by Women. 
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 2004, pp 16 and 38. 
12 Bent, Ian D.: ÔHildegard of BingenÕ Grove Music Online (Accessed [6 
December, 2006]) http://www.grovemusic.com 
13 Randel, Don Michael, ed. ÒVotive MassÓ The New Harvard Dictionary of 
Music. 10th ed. Cambridge: The Belknap P of Harvard UP, 1986. 
14 Kreutziger-Herr, Annette: 'Hildegard of Bingen Conference', pp. 156-167, 
Early Music, February 1999 
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12th century in Southern France, and was in love with a man who was not her 
husband.15 By definition, she is called a Trobairitz because she was a woman 
poet in 12th and 13th century southern France, who wrote lyric poetry in a 
vernacular language.16      The following aspects influenced her music greatly: 
First, as a child of a noble, she most likely received a good education, allowing 
her to be able to write poetry and music. Second, from the years 1180-1230, 
during which the Comtessa lived, there was a pseudo-renaissance for women in 
Southern France.17 This occurred because of "...its economic and cultural 
expansion, its preference for peacetime enjoyment of wealth and acts of largesse 
over more warlike pursuits, the persistence of codes of law that allowed women 
a more privileged status...and the effect of crusades that sent men off to war and 
left noblewomen at home with great administrative responsibilities."18 Last, her 
love for the troubadour Lord Raimbaut dÕAurenga provided an object of f inÕ 
amors, courtly loveÑ a popular subject for Trobairitz and their male counter 
parts, troubadoursÑ for her songs.      The form and music that the Comtessa uses 
are similar to the troubadoursÕ style of the time. The main difference in her 
music is the text; it comes from the view of a woman longing for a man instead 
of the usual finÕ amors of a man longing for a woman. This is important because 
it offers a different perspective of life than the troubadours give.  The Comtessa 
de DiaÕs music consists of two popular forms of the troubadours: the tenso and 
the canso. The tenso is ÒA lyric genre consisting of a discussion between two or 
more speakers, often two poets, on a philosophical or political question.Ó19 The 
canso is a love song which expresses finÕ amors and can often be through-
composed as well as strophic. When it is strophic the last verse is usually 
shortened and refers to the person about whom the song is written. For example, 
in A Chantar by Comtessa de Dia, there are f ive strophes with seven lines each, 
but then the sixth verse has only two lines which plea to the subject of the song, 
ÒI especially want you, messenger, to tell him that too much pride brings harm 
to many persons.Ó20    Although there are about twenty trobairitz credited with 
composing music in the 12th and 13th centuries, only one song remains with 

                                                
15 Aubrey, Elizabeth. The Music of the Troubadours. Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 
1996, p 16. 
16 Randel, Don Michael, ed. ÒTroubadourÓ The New Harvard Dictionary of 
Music. 10th ed. Cambridge: The Belknap P of Harvard UP, 1986. 
17 Bruckner, Matilda Tomaryn, Fictions of the Female Voice: The Women 
Troubadours,  
Speculum, Vol. 67, No. 4. (Oct., 1992), pp. 865-891.  
18 Bogin, Women Troubadours, pp. 20-36; David Herlihy, "Land, Family and 
Women in Continental Europe, 701-1200," Traditio 18 (1962), 89-120. 
19 Aubrey, Elizabeth. The Music of the Troubadours. Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 
1996, p xi. 
20 Briscoe, James R., ed. Historical Anthology of Music by Women. 
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana UP, 2004, p 23. 
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music. This is Comtessa de DiaÕs canso, A Chantar. In total, the Comtessa 
wrote one tenso and four cansos. Since there is no other music from the 
Trobairitz of which A Chantar can be compared, it is necessary to use 
troubadoursÕ music as a comparison.         The ComtessaÕs music was very similar 
to other TroubadoursÕ music in the 12th and 13th centuries. For instance, here is 
an excerpt from Bernart de VentadornÕs (?CA. 1130-CA. 1200) canso, Can vei 
la lauzeta mover, and the Comtessa de DiaÕs canso, A Chantar:  

 

  

 

 

Like all secular music at the time of the troubadours, the songs are 
monophonic and sung in the vernacular language. Both cansos are neumatic, 
having up to five or six notes sung per syllable, and the songs are strophic. 
Another similar characteristic is the range. Secular songs tended to have a very 
small range, as seen here. Can vei la lauzeta moverÕs range is from D4-C5Ñ less 
than an octave, and A ChantarÕs range is right at an octaveÑ D4-D5. There are 
seven lines of music in A Chantar, and the melodic structure is ababcdb. The 
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large form of the song is AAB, as most troubadoursÕ cansos were, and A 
Chantar has a similar rhythmic pattern to other cansos. 21   Troubadours were 
often employed by courts of nobility as entertainment. However, these were not 
the only places troubadoursÕ songs were heard: ÒIt is possible that the 
shoemakers, cutlers, and notariesÉ may sometimes have heard the songs of the 
troubadours.Ó22 This would explain why the social background of the 
troubadours was so varied: there are troubadours who were children of 
merchants and peasants, but there were also troubadours who were noblemen. 
All of the known Trobairitz were women of high society. They did not travel 
around performing in courts, but they "wrote poetry because they had a taste for 
it and to make a name for themselves as clever.Ó23 There may have been 
Trobairitz of lower social status who were employed by nobility, but there is no 
record of them.       Kassia, Hildegard von Bingen, and La Comtessa de DiaÕs lives 
are examples of how society and its influences shaped womenÕs music in the 
Medieval Ages. Their circumstances of life dictated why, how, and what they 
wrote. They were all noblewomen and therefore were able to be educated, 
illustrating the confining situation in which the women had to be in order to 
compose. Kassia and Hildegard von Bingen exemplified the lives of abbesses 
who were encouraged to write liturgical music. Although there is not much 
known about La Comtessa de DiaÕs life, she was obviously free to write music 
in her own name, showing the growth of womenÕs autonomy during her lifetime 
due to political events. These different circumstances of the women made their 
music develop to be distinct and important in defining womenÕs musical role in 
the Medieval Ages. 
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To the Winner  Goes the Spoils: 

An Exploration of Tournament Theory in Corporate 
Amer ica 

Roxanna L. Luegge 
 

Abstract 
Much of todayÕs debates regarding chief executive salaries stem from 

popular beliefs of high rewards, sometimes despite minimal performance. 
Though it goes against traditional economic views on wages, tournament models 
seem to have become prevalent in corporate structure today.  This theory 
suggests that executive compensation is not outrageous, rather the effective 
incentive for lower-level workers to make it to the topÑ to be the winner of the 
tournament.  By studying the top-paid CEOs in America, I  seek to offer some 
explanation of these elevated CEO salaries using the tournament model.  This 
theory states that top executives are members of a corporate ÒtournamentÓ of 
sorts; that is, they work for pay well below their marginal product of output as 
regular workers in hopes of someday achieving the top spot and earning wages 
well above their worth.  By using FortuneÕs list of most efficient CEOs (best 
performance for the pay) and comparing them to their vice presidents and a list 
of characteristics, I  seek to confirm the presence of a tournament structure and 
thus dismiss the common belief that compensation for executives in the United 
States is unsubstantiated. 

I . Introduction  

With the release of corporate compensation packages sprinkling the 
media, debates on executive salaries are echoing on the lips of social 
commentators like never before.  Social analysts, however, are not the only ones 
interested in this phenomenon.  Economists also find themselves wondering if 
the rising levels of CEO compensation packages in the United States have 
violated the traditional laws of economics.  This wondering brings about the 
latest application of tournament theory.   

Tournament theory has a fairly large presence in academic models as 
an explanation for executive compensation.  One such distinguished model of 
tournament theory is the rank-order tournament model (McLaughlin 1988).  
This analysis postulates that the level of the workersÕ effort is positively 
correlated with the amount of the prize at the end of the tournamentÑ here, an 
increased amount of effort put in by vice presidents should amplify the amount 
of executive compensation.  Furthermore, Main, OÕReilly, and Wade (1993) find 
that reward increases are associated with higher ranks of the corporation.   

The rank-order tournament model makes sense logically.  Empirically, 
however, it becomes very hard to prove.  Due to the lack of data quantifying 
work effort, rank-order becomes more of a theory than a model.  OÕReilly, 
Main, and Crystal (1988) in their study of rank-order tournaments, use sheer 
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numbers of vice presidents as evidence of work effort in corporations.  
According to tournament theory, the number of vice presidents (seen as 
increased competition) should cause a higher level of effort to become CEO (the 
winner of the tournament).  They, however, found the opposite to be true.1  
Eriksson (1999) attempts to overcome the problem in deducing work effort from 
number of participants, claiming the effect of effort on the probability of 
winning the tournament is somewhat calculable.  From his equations, he 
proclaims that work effort is higher for competitors in non-hawkish (see Lazear 
1989) firms.  In any case, these dissenting results would suggest that the number 
of vice presidents alone is not enough to measure their work effort. 

Evidence in support of simple corporate tournaments can also be found.  
A subsequent study by OÕReilly, Main, and Wade (1993) did find support for a 
tournament model in corporations.  They concluded that there is in fact a 
positive relationship between the number of a firmÕs executives and the CEOs 
promotion bonusÑ that is, the higher the number of vice presidents, the higher 
the CEOs Òprize.Ó2  Bognanno (2001) also f inds support for the hypothesis that 
increasing the number of competitors in the tournament will raise the prize for 
the winner.    

Within corporate structures, Rosen (1986) provides a mathematical 
basis supporting tournament theory.  His tests suggest that pay gap between 
CEOs and lower executives along with a degree of uncertainty of who will be 
promoted provide incentive for the lower-level executives to work toward 
advancement.  Bognanno (2001) supports RosenÕs postulate in finding that, 
since tournament models are based on competition for the top spot, if the winner 
of the tournament is known, the competition is without purpose.     

Ehrenberg and Bognanno (1990) find support for the incentive effects 
of tournament theory outside the context of corporations, here in the setting of 
menÕs professional golf.  Using data from the 1984 menÕs PGA and the 1987 
menÕs European PGA Tours, they f ind that higher prize levels were associated 
with greater effort, evidenced by lower scores.  D. and K. May also supported 
tournament theory in the context of womenÕs golf.   

Another aspect of tournament theory relies on the assumption that most 
CEOs come from within the company.  Bognanno (2001) supported this 
assumption with a study where nearly 80% of chief executives were indeed 
promoted from within the company rather than being hired from outside.  In 
Main, et al. (1993), a full 97% of chief executives were promoted from officer 
or board member positions in the f irm.  The presence of insider promotion, 
coupled with evidenced pay gaps between the levels of executives, again support 
the theory of tournaments within corporate America and its incentive effects. 

                                                
1 Main, et al. (1993) opposes the previous study, finding a positive relationship 
between number of competitors and prize differential. 
2 Main, et al. (1993) finds this using as competitors only vice presidents also on 
the board of directors of the f irm or a subsidiary. 
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Although tournament theory has been evidenced in corporate 

America, Main., et al. (1993) find that the immediate compensation for 
promotion to chief executive may not substantiate this theory alone, while the 
present value of total increased compensation throughout the executiveÕs career 
does.  Logically, the cumulative value of promotion to CEO will be much higher 
than the initial compensation bonus.  Main, et al. (1993), concludes that 
executives compete in the tournament and then receive incremental rewards and 
periodic promotions instead of one big Òprize.Ó  Bognanno (2001) supports this 
finding to take into account the present value of future ÒprizesÓ won for 
becoming CEO instead of the singular initial offering.  Therefore, more than 
single promotion bonuses must be considered in tournament models.   

Studies by Main, et al. (1993) also substantiate the variables of the 
tournament model.  In their research, they discover that the pay gap between 
CEO and vice presidents is significantly affected by company size, workforce 
experience, and tenure as CEO. Conversely, their tournament model is not 
significantly affected by the traditional wage determinants of education and 
tenure with the f irm.  Eriksson (1999) also embraces other effectors of CEO 
compensation, but finds only a weak positive relationship between f irm 
performance and average pay.3  He insists that in the presence of possible 
tournament structure, looking at individual wages without recognizing the 
tournament model may be misleading.  

I I . Data4 and Methodology 

The objective of this study is to statistically test whether current 
executive compensation in the United States is modeled by tournament theory.  
This would suggest that corporate executives are the rightful ÒwinnersÓ of the 
career ÒtournamentÓ and therefore deserve the ÒprizeÓ that goes along with 
winning (the subsequent CEO compensation).   

 
Basic equation: 

 
Comp= $0+ $1ten+ $2cten+ $3tret+ $4ret+ $5iret+ $6mret+ $7edu+ $8nvice- 

$9avice+ $10age 
 
An explanation of the variables is listed in Figure 1. 

                                                
3 Eriksson used data from Danish banks in his study of tournament theory. 
4 The data used is compiled using information on Fortune 500 companies in the 
United States.  This data is all public information, some collected by Fortune 
magazine on CEOÕs and their companies and also from individual company 
press releases.   
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Figure 1 

Var iable Meaning Notes Measur ing 

Comp 
CEOs 2005 Total 
Compensation5 

Includes salary, 
bonuses, stock gains, 
and ÒotherÓ benefits.  

CEO 
Compensation 

ten 
CEOs tenure with 
the f irm in years 

 

cten 
Tenure as CEO in 

years  

Tenure (Proxies 
for Experience 

with Firm) 

tret 
Company stock 

return during CEOs 
tenure (%) 

Annualized total return 
during tenure covers 

the tenure of the 
executive (or from the 

time of the IPO or 
available stock history, 
considering a company 

founder). 

ret 
The companyÕs 6-
year annual total 
stock return (%)6 

 

iret 
6-year return relative 

to the industry 

The ending value of 
$100 invested in the 
stock, divided by the 
ending value of $1 

invested in the industry 
index. 

mret 
6-year return relative 

to the market 

The ending value of 
$100 invested in the 
stock, divided by the 
ending value of $1 

invested in the 
S&P500. 

Stock Returns 
(Proxies for 

Performance) 

edu 
Total years of 

education 

High school=12, 
Bachelors=16, 

Masters=18, etc. 
Education 

nvice Number of vice 
presidents 

Those listed as top 
executives according to 

Differentiation 
within the Firm 

                                                
5 All f igures are from 2005. 
6 Stock returns and value of stock owned are based on Mar. 31, 2005, stock 
price.   
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individual company 

websites. 

avice 
Average salary of the 

vice presidents 

Salaries listed for those 
top VPÕs on 

finance.yahoo.com 

age CEOs age in years  
Proxy for 

Experience 
 
The compensation variable, measured by Forbes, evaluates the 

following for the company's latest fiscal year: salary and bonuses; other 
compensation, such as vested restricted stock grants; and stock gains, the value 
realized by exercised stock options.  Furthermore, for those companies in which 
the chief executive has been in office six years or longer, Forbes looked at 
average six-year total compensation and compared this to long-term stock 
performance of industry peers as well as the overall stock market. The 189 
observations used in this sample are the chief executives listed in ForbesÕ 
performance versus pay scorecard. 

I am testing several hypotheses dealing with tournament theory.  The 
first deals with the overall presence of tournament structure in large-cap 
corporate America. The second addresses the presence of the incentive effects 
suggested by tournament models. The last questions if company performance is 
related to compensation as is implied in tournament structure. 
 
HYPOTHESIS ONE: The test for the presence of tournament structure. 

Several theories of wage determination exist, and tournament theory is 
among the most recently popular.  By comparing the mean salaries and 
compensation of CEOs to that of their vice presidents is a simple test on 
tournament structure.  That is, if the difference in salaries between these two 
groups is substantial, then a tournament model could exist.  Still dealing with the 
substantiation of tournament structure in corporate America, an ordinary least 
squares regression (referred to as OLS from this point on) can also show the 
presence of tournament theory.  In the equation above, the variable avice is the 
average salary of vice presidents7 and is integral to the regression model for this 
test.   

For the means difference test, the presence of tournament theory would 
imply that the difference in means is substantial.8   Therefore, a great difference 
in means is expected in tournament models.  In the regression, tournament 
theory will be substantiated if  the variable avice is a statistically signif icant9 

                                                
7 Here, the term Òvice presidentsÓ refers to the senior executives listed by each 
company (which generally varies from firm to firm). 
8 ÒSubstantialÓ is a rather subjective term; in previous studies it has referred to a 
difference anywhere between $260,000 (Bognanno, 2001) and $500,000 (Main, 
et. al, 1993).  Here, I use ÒsubstantialÓ as a difference of at least $500,000. 
9 Here and furthermore, statistically signif icant refers to a 95% confidence level. 
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negative variable.  That is to say, as the average salary of the CEO rises, the 
salary of his or her vice presidents falls.  This justif ication rests on the 
tournament theory that winners (chief executives) are paid more than their 
marginal product of output to offset the competitorsÕ (vice presidentsÕ) salaries 
that are well below what is merited.  

Thus, tournament theory would exist if  the value of $9 takes on a 
statistically signif icant negative value. 
 
HYPOTHESIS TWO: The test of the significance of performance in a tournament 
model. 

 The role of performance in executive compensation is much debated.  
Though the performance of an executive should logically have strong influence 
over his or her reward, it is highly suggested that in reality it has little or no 
effect at all.  According to tournament theory, performance of the CEO (as 
deduced from performance of the companyÕs stock) should significantly affect 
his or her salary.  The reason behind this postulate hinges on the basis of 
tournament theory: that the CEO is the ÒwinnerÓ of the prize and thus worked 
the hardest of any competitor to achieve this status; therefore, since the chief 
executives in the study are the top-paid CEOs in America, the companies they 
head should have outstanding performance.   

 The tournament theory contends that the effort put in by the winner of 
the tournament (the chief executive) has strong bearing on the size of the reward 
(salary).  Specifically, it is anticipated that the hypothesis stating the companyÕs 
stock returns positively affect the level of  

CEO salary will be justif ied.  Therefore, one would expect to find 
significant positive values of $3, $4, $5, and $6.   
 
HYPOTHESIS THREE: The test for the presence of incentive effects in tournament 
structure. 

Finally, the incentive effect on competitors is a staple of tournament 
theory.  In this study, the incentive effects would be directed at the vice 
presidents in the company.  The enticements can be rather ambiguous but are 
best measured in this case by the increase in the amount of the Òprize,Ó or the 
additional money received from ascending to the top position of CEO, as the 
number of competitors rises.  In other words, a great number of competitors 
should lure a considerable prize.  

Tournament theory, then, hypothesizes that the number of vice 
presidents, nvice, and CEO compensation, comp, should be positively correlated.  
That is, as the number of competitors (vice presidents) rises, so should the prize 
(compensation).  I t follows, then, that support for the incentive effects of 
tournament models would be evidenced by a statistically significant and positive 
value of $8. 
 
ADAPTATIONS TO THE MODEL  
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Multicollinearity, is present in some of the independent variables, as 

is shown through a correlation matrix.  The variables ret, representing 6-year 
total return on company stock, iret, representing stock return as compared to the 
companyÕs industry categorization, and mret, representing the companyÕs stock 
return compared to the entire market had high levels of correlation.  These 
calculations are represented in Figure 2. 

Figure 2 

 AGE 

TEN
URE 
WI T

H 
COR

P 

TEN
URE 
AS 

CEO 

DURI
NG 

TENU
RE 

RETU
RN % 

6 
YRS 
RET
URN 

% 

6 
YEA

R 
TO 
IND
UST
RY 

6 
YEA

R 
TO 
MA
RKE

T 

YEA
RS 
OF 

EDU
CAT
ION 

NU
MBE

R 
OF  
VPS 

ME
AN  
SA
LA
RY 
OF  
VP'
S 

Age 1.00          

Tenur
e with 
Corp 

0.35 1.00         

Tenur
e as 
CEO 

0.42 0.41 1.00        

Durin
g 

Tenur
e 

Return 
% 

-0.10 -0.10 0.27 1.00       

6 Yrs 
Return 

% 
-0.02 -0.02 0.15 0.42 1.00      

6 year 
to 

indust
ry 

-0.01 -0.00 0.12 0.36 0.68 1.00     

6 year 
to 

marke
t 

-0.02 -0.03 0.15 0.42 0.99 0.68 1.00    

Years 
of 

Educa
tion 

-0.00 -0.05 -0.02 0.20 0.04 0.26 0.04 1.00   

Numb
er of 
Top 
VPs 

-0.04 0.02 -0.13 -0.18 -0.22 -0.08 -0.22 0.14 1.00  



 79 
Mean 
Salary 
of Top 
VP's 

0.09 0.13 0.06 0.13 0.11 0.06 0.11 -0.06 0.04 
1.0
0 

 
 

The effects of the correlations in Figure 2 on the regression results were 
tested further using the F-test.  Each of the highly correlated variables was 
removed from the regression (first ret and mret, then just mret, and f inally mret 
and iret) and tested using the F-test to compare the regression variances.  As it 
turned out, the F-statistics were all insignificant, meaning that the original 
equation had a lower SSR and thus was a better measure of the regression than 
any of the restricted models were.  This being the case, I proceeded with the 
original regression even though it presented some multicollinear tendencies. 

Finally, the OLS regression was tested for heteroskedasticity using the 
Breusch-Pagan-Godfrey test.  The BPG test pointed to the variable ten, tenure 
with the firm, to be fairly heteroskedastic and signif icantly so.  According to 
these results, the original equation was transformed using weighted least squares 
(WLS from hereafter) with ten as the variable to form the weight.  The WLS 
regression is used as the definitive regression.  Therefore, it is this regression 
that is applied to the conclusions of the hypotheses.   

I I I . Results 

The test of chief executive and vice president mean salary differences 
indicates the presence of tournament structure in the sample.  Figure 3 shows the 
results of this first investigation. 

Figure 3 

(in millions) Chief Executives Vice Presidents 

Mean salary 1.0147 1.3759 

Median salary10 .9940 1.0482 

Mean compensation11 15.1210 1.375912 
Median compensation 7.9000 1.0482 
Mean difference in salary -0.2550 
Mean difference in compensation 13.7746 

 

                                                
10 Median f igures are also shown to reduce the inf luence of outliers. 
11 Compensation refers to executive salary plus bonus, stock gains, and ÒotherÓ 
reported income.  Vice president compensation is based on salary alone. 
12 The salary and compensation of vice presidents are equal because vice 
presidents, on average, do not receive significant bonuses or other benefits to 
merit inclusion in compensation. 
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As is seen in Figure 3, a significant difference does indeed exist 

between CEO compensation and that of their vice presidents.  The simple salary 
differences are quite unexpected, howeverÑ they are actually negative.  This 
statistic alone would violate tournament theory.  But, when taking into account 
the total CEO compensation package (including salary plus bonuses, present 
value of stock gains, and an any other benefits), the situation is as expected, with 
CEO salary vastly superior than that of the vice presidents.      

The negative salary difference numbers insinuate that Boards of 
Directors (who approve chief executive compensation) are aware of the extra 
benefits that are given only to CEOs, and thus set CEO salary lower to allow for 
those extras.  As the total compensation is compared, however, the numbers 
illustrate the true amount of the reward for the winner (chief executive) of the 
tournament.  

Next, the weighted least squares regression was run to test all three 
hypotheses.  A summary of the WLS regression can be seen in Figure 4. 

 
Figure 4 
 

Regression 
Statistics        

Multiple R 0.396892        

R Square 0.15752        

Adjusted R             
Square 0.104575        

Standard 
Error 5.62582        

Observatio
ns 189        

         

ANOVA    

  df SS MS F 
Signif ican
ce F    

Regression 11 1053.366 95.76056 3.025624 0.001003    

Residual 178 5633.674 31.64985      

Total 189 6687.04          

         

  
Coeffi cient
s 

Standard 
Er ror  t Stat P-value 

Lower  
95% 

Upper       
95% 

Lower  
95.0% 

Upper  
95.0% 

weight=   
1/* (ten) -172.233 342.3619 -0.50307 0.615535 -847.843 503.3775 -847.843 503.3775 
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wt*age 0.751438 0.229956 3.267741 0.0013 0.297647 1.20523 0.297647 1.20523 

wt* ten -0.45677 0.140974 -3.2401 0.00143 -0.73497 -0.17857 -0.73497 -0.17857 

wt*cten 0.267298 0.274234 0.974708 0.331028 -0.27387 0.808466 -0.27387 0.808466 

wt* tret 0.173655 0.166436 1.043373 0.29819 -0.15479 0.502097 -0.15479 0.502097 

wt* ret -1.332 3.389326 -0.393 0.694791 -8.02043 5.35643 -8.02043 5.35643 

wt*mret 1.524809 3.391345 0.449618 0.653533 -5.16761 8.217224 -5.16761 8.217224 

wt* iret -0.07188 0.135288 -0.53128 0.59589 -0.33885 0.1951 -0.33885 0.1951 

wt*edu -0.41962 0.761881 -0.55077 0.582483 -1.9231 1.083861 -1.9231 1.083861 

wt*nvice 0.202113 0.160093 1.262474 0.20843 -0.11381 0.518038 -0.11381 0.518038 

wt*avice 3.283665 1.152003 2.850395 0.00488 1.010324 5.557005 1.010324 5.557005 
 

As Figure 4 shows, the WLS regression testing for the presence of 
tournament theory had three highly statistically signif icant variables: age, ten, 
and avice.  Traditional wage theories concur with the signif icance of age and 
tenure in the equation to determine salary.  What tournament theory brings to the 
table, however, is the significance of avice, the average salary of vice presidents.  
Interestingly enough, the coefficients for the significant variables were positive, 
negative, and positive, respectively.  This suggests that age and the average 
salary of vice presidents have an upward effect, while tenure with the firm exerts 
downward pressure on CEO compensation.   

The f irst hypothesis testing for the presence of tournament theory is 
substantiated using the simple means test above.  Unfortunately, using the WLS 
regression, the coeff icient of avice is the exact opposite of what tournament 
theory implicitly predicts.  Though the variable is statistically signif icant, 
signifying the presence of a tournament structure, it does not take on the 
expected value; that is, the average salary of vice presidents actually raises the 
value of CEO compensation.  Although the value of avice is not as expected, the 
sheer difference in the values of executive and vice president compensation is 
the most important measure substantiating the presence of a tournament 
structure within corporate America.  

The statistically insignificant variables in the regression are somewhat 
surprising.  Labor economics traditionally considers level of education to be 
influential in wage determination.  In this model, however, this traditional 
variable is insignif icant to the determination of CEO compensation.  In addition 
to the insignificance of education are the performance variables ret, tret, iret, 
and mret.  Thus, this test does not confirm the incentive effects of tournament 
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models.  The WLS regression merely substantiates the generally 
acknowledged idea that, in reality, performance rarely inf luences compensation.     

Furthermore, the WLS equation has an R% value of only 15.8%.  Even 
though the ten independent variables present in the equation equal and expand 
the classical determinants of wage, there are many more influences on CEO 
compensation than have been accounted for.  Since this data is cross-sectional 
data, it is normal to have a rather low R% value; a possibility exists, however, 
that more pertinent variables included in the equation could raise its ability to 
predict executive compensation.  

IV.  Fur ther  Exploration into the Results 
An additional premise of tournament theory is that chief executives are 

promoted from within the firm.  With the divergent results found in the previous 
tests, it logically follows to break the data set into two factions to testÑ one 
representing an internal labor market (that is, ten, tenure with firm, and cten, 
tenure as CEO, are one in the same) and another representing an external labor 
market (where ten is greater than cten).  By sorting the data set, the two markets 
are distinguishable and as so individually testable.   

 
NEW METHODOLOGY 

The original data set was sorted according to whether the CEO was 
promoted from within the firm or hired from an outside source.  A dummy 
variable, internal, was formed to sort the data where if  the difference between 
ten, tenure with the firm, and cten, tenure as CEO, was greater than zero, it was 
classified as an internal market (internal= 1), and if cten=ten, an external market 
exists (internal=0).  Therefore, the internal data set was separately tested with 
the following equation: 

 
Comp= $0+ $1ten+ $2cten+ $3tret+ $4ret+ $5iret+ $6mret+ $7edu+ 

$8nvice- $9avice+ $10age 
 
The external data set, then, used the same equation modified for the 

external market.  The modif ication was merely to eliminate incest among the 
tenure variables (seeing as if the CEO was hired from outside the f irm, cten and 
ten would be equal).  The following equation was used to test the external CEO 
labor market:  

 
Comp= $0+ $1ten + $2tret+ $3ret+ $4iret+ $5mret+ $6edu+ $7nvice- 

$8avice+ $9age 
 

ADAPTAIONS TO THE NEW MODELS 
The new modelswere tested for multicollinearity and 

heteroskedasticity, as were the originals.  The new models have multicollinearity 
much like that of the original models, with the 6-year returns (ret, iret, and mret) 
highly correlated with one another.  Once again, however, the F-test proves that 
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the original regression containing all of the return variables is a better 
predictor of CEO compensation.  Heteroskedasticity is present in the internal 
market regression but was not corrected for due to complications in the 
responsible variables. 

 
NEW RESULTS 

The separation of labor markets produced some interesting results.  We 
would expect from tournament theory that the internal market would represent a 
tournament structure. That is, it would follow the first hypothesis in the original 
tests that a substantial difference exists between CEO and VP compensation.  
Figure 5 has the results of the means comparison for internal and external 
markets. 

Figure 4 
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As the figure shows, a significant compensation gap still exists in the 
internal markets, as well as in the external markets.  The chart also shows an 
interesting resultÑ that, on average, the difference between CEO and VP salary 
is smaller when the CEO is hired from within the firm than when the CEO is an 
outside hire.  At any rate, the significant gap in compensation between the 
positions in the firm confirms one premise of tournament theory. 

The second original hypothesis was testing the effect of performance 
on CEO salary of which I found virtually no effect in the previous regressions.  
With the breakdown of the data set into the internal and external markets, I re-
tested the separate groups for the inf luence of performance on CEO 
compensation.  The result of the OLS regressions on the internal CEO labor 
market is shown in Figure 6. 
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Figure 5 

Regression 
Statistics 

      

Multiple R 0.51932 
       

R Square 0.26969 
       

Adjusted R 
Square 0.214367 

       

Standard 
Error 15.42837 

       

Observations 143 
 
 

      

  
 
 
 
 

       

ANOVA    

 df SS MS F Signif ica
nce F 

   

Regression 10 11603.2 1160.32 4.87458 5.62E-06    

Residual 132 31420.56 238.0346      

Total 142 43023.77       

         

 Coeffi cie
nt 

Standard 
Er ror  

t Stat P-value Lower  
95% 

Upper  
95% 

Lower  
95.0% 

Upper  
95.0% 

Intercept -292.214 351.173 -0.83211 0.40685 -986.869 402.4403 -986.869 402.440 

Age 0.683508 0.23721 2.881413 0.00462 0.214278 1.152737 0.214278 1.15273 

Tenure with 
Corp 

-0.21322 0.14828 -1.43792 0.15282 -0.50653 0.080097 -0.50653 0.08009 

Tenure as 
CEO 

0.121204 0.20904 0.579811 0.56303 -0.2923 0.534706 -0.2923 0.53470 

During 
Tenure % 

0.314118 0.16192 1.939875 0.05453 -0.00619 0.634424 -0.00619 0.63442 

6 Yrs % -2.25386 3.49433 -0.645 0.52004 -9.16599 4.658266 -9.16599 4.65826 

6 year to 
industry 

-0.14807 0.12987 -1.14007 0.25632 -0.40497 0.108838 -0.40497 0.10883 

6 year to 
market 

2.509189 3.49638 0.717652 0.47424 -4.407 9.425382 -4.407 9.42538 
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Total Years 
of Education 

0.818392 0.77226 1.059728 0.29120 -0.70922 2.346009 -0.70922 2.34600 

Number of 
Top 
Executives 

0.393344 0.17033 2.3093 0.02248 0.056414 0.730274 0.056414 0.73027 

Average VP 
Salary 

3.509214 1.11877 3.13667 0.00211 1.296178 5.72225 1.296178 5.72225 

 
As the figure shows, breaking the data into two markets (internal and 

external) produces some interesting results not seen before.  In the internal 
regression output seen in Figure 5, age (a proxy for experience), stock return 
during tenure (a performance measure), number of top executives, and average 
VP salary are all significant at the 90% level, and all but the stock return are 
significant at the 95% level.  The internal data set also has an R2 of nearly 27%, 
slightly higher than in the original regressions.  This combination of significant 
variables would point to a traditional labor market model for internal CEO 
compensation.  This is contradictory of the tournament model that was 
somewhat represented in the previous models.  In this efficient internal market, 
the conventional variables and the CEOsÕ marginal product of output determine 
the compensation.  Interestingly, performance of the firm also has an impact on 
CEO compensation. 

Only just over 14% of the observations were from external markets, 
which would be an indicator of tournament structure.  Unfortunately, the 
external labor market is not as efficient as its internal counterpart and is 
therefore harder to interpret.  The regression run on this data set produced no 
significant variables at the 90% or 95% confidence levels, suggesting that much 
of external CEO compensation cannot be explained using this model. This is 
expected, since tournament models do not model external labor markets.  The 
low R2 of this regression also points to this noise in the data.   

V.  Conclusions 

Tournament theory can explain some of the factors involved in the high 
levels of chief executive compensation in todayÕs corporate America.  It 
supposes that top executives are highly paid because they are the rightful 
winners of a tournament in which the competitors are vastly underpaid. The 
tournament structure approach to wage determination justif ies large 
compensation for top performers and thus could be the basis for high CEO 
salaries.  By using data on the top-paid Fortune 500 CEOs, this paper concludes 
that the presence of tournament theory is a justif ication for these salary levels.   

First, a test of the difference in means suggests that these companies do 
indeed represent tournament structure, where chief executive compensation is 
significantly greater than that of the vice presidents.  A weighted least squares 
regression corrected for heteroskedasticity run for this same test shows that three 
variables significantly affect executive compensation: age, tenure with the f irm, 
and the average salary of vice presidents.  Though the expected relationships 
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differed in some instances from the results, tournament theory still holds 
under this regression.   

Next, the relationship between executive compensation and 
performance was indeterminable.  The equation contained four measures of 
performance: 6-year stock return, stock return during tenure of CEO, and stock 
return compared to industry and market.  Unfortunately, none of these variables 
was signif icant in the regression.  This outcome suggests that the common belief 
that pay does not follow performance is correct. 

Again, tournament theory predicts incentive effects to competitors.  
These incentive effects could be shown through the number of vice presidents; 
as the number of vice president rises, the CEO compensation would be predicted 
to rise as well.  That is, as the number of competitors rises, the prize at the end 
of the tournament should increase.  Though the regression did find a positive 
relationship between executive compensation and the number of vice presidents, 
the relationship was not signif icant to the determination of total CEO 
compensation. 

With further exploration, some interesting results arise.  By following 
one of the pillars of tournament modelsÑ CEO promotion from inside the 
firmÑ I sorted the data set into two distinct groups: those of internal markets 
(promoted from within the firm) and those from external markets (hired as CEO 
from outside the f irm).  Using these separate data sets, two separate regressions 
showed very different results.  Using these models, the internal market closely 
represents an efficient labor market, where CEOs are paid based on marginal 
product of output.  Within this market as well, performance was a signif icant 
factor in determining CEO compensation.  The external labor market is not as 
straightforward.  The regression run on this market did not produce any 
significant results and suggests that this model is not a predictor of CEO 
compensation for external hires.   

Overall, this study f inds some evidence of tournament theory in 
corporate America but also some support for efficient market theory.  Not all of 
the predictions of tournament theory (such as incentive effects) are significant to 
CEO compensation, but the tournament structure has some presence in the 
business arena.  Interestingly enough, when the labor market is broken into 
internal and external pools, different significant variables arise. 
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Domestic Violence: Assessing the Needs of Victims 

and the Availability of Support Programs 
Ashleigh L. Sorrell 

 
Abstract 

Evidence from domestic violence research proves that domestic 
violence victims require very specif ic attention from support programs/services 
within the community and grassroots movement.  In determining the strengths 
and weaknesses of domestic violence support programs in the United States and 
the United Kingdom, research was conducted to compare the availability of 
services to victims in each country.  The availability of services was compared 
to the multi-faceted needs of victims and how their needs are met by support 
programs/services.  Results show each victim is different in her needs according 
to her situation during and after her abusive relationship.  The services currently 
available in both countries meet the majority of these needs but require greater 
funding and support in order to serve the needs of victims on a greater scale. 

 
 The motivation behind sociology is that of curiosity.  The sociologist 

begins as a curious and concerned individual seeking answers to the many 
questions posed by society.  This quest for answers evolves into a scientif ically-
based and guided path towards understanding where the duty of the sociologist 
is to study and understand the behaviors which motivate individuals and social 
groups within society.  C. Wright Mills (1959) states: 

The sociological imagination enables its possessor . . .  to take into 
account how individuals, in the welter of their daily experience, often 
become falsely conscious of their social positions.  Within that welter, 
the framework of modern society is sought, and . . .  by such means the 
personal uneasiness of individuals is focused upon explicit troubles and 
the indifference of publics is transformed into involvement with public 
issues. (Mills, 15)   

The sociologist takes great interest in the issues of society as s/he works to 
create avenues of recourse for the individual seeking assistance.  One such 
individual is the victim of domestic violence.  The victim of domestic violence, 
upon realizing that she is in fact a victim, will begin to seek out support in 
understanding her situation and finally ending the cycle of violence.  The victim 
is one part of the social issue of domestic violence and, one would argue, the 
only true reason anyone should research the social impact of domestic violence. 

 The social impact of domestic violence in todayÕs society is 
tremendous and continuously growing.  Acknowledging domestic violence was 
once considered taboo and regarded as a private manner among intimates.  
However, there has been growing support in recent years for laws prohibiting 
domestic violence and laws which require an individual to report suspected acts 
of domestic violence.  This increasing awareness of the social issue is working 
to eliminate the taboo of intimate violence for the sake of protecting victims.  
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Support programs and services are becoming more widespread in American 
and European societies as a means to restore a sense of independence in victims.  
Every victim who has suffered domestic violence will respond differently to her 
abuse. This means that while services may attempt to meet a victimÕs needs, 
there is no concrete set of characteristics that each victim shares.  The following 
paper will discuss research on the availability of support programs and services 
available to victims in the United States and United Kingdom.  The availability 
of services will be compared to the multi-faceted needs of victims and how their 
needs are met by the support programs and services. 

 
Method 

 Research was conducted by reviewing articles in social science 
journals, books from the field of domestic violence research, and national 
organization websites.  The literature varies in terms used to describe the act of 
physical, emotional, mental, psychological and sexual abuse against women, e.g. 
intimate violence, wife battering, and domestic abuse.  For the sake of 
consistency, the term Òdomestic violenceÓ will be used throughout this paper to 
describe this multi-faceted type of abuse, as well as using the word ÒabusedÓ in 
place of ÒbatteredÓ and ÒvictimÓ in place of Òbattered woman.Ó   

 
Findings 
The United Kingdom 

 For the past 30 years the main co-coordinating organizations that have 
worked to end physical, emotional, and sexual violence in the U.K. have been 
the WomenÕs Aid federations (Walker, 1979; Hague &  Malos, 2005).  These 
organizations are embodied in one nationwide network of domestic violence 
services such as emergency and temporary centers of refuge, support, and 
advocacy services; after-care services; and facilities for training, information, 
advice, and assistance for women and children (Walker, 1979; Dobash & 
Dobash, 1979; Hague & Malos, 2005).  This network is coordinated by four 
autonomous but related federations: Welsh WomenÕs Aid, Scottish WomenÕs 
Aid, Northern Ireland WomenÕs Aid, and the WomenÕs Aid Federation of 
England (WomenÕs Aid) (Dobash &  Dobash, 1979; Hague &  Malos, 2005).  
Through this UK network, there are hundreds of WomenÕs Aid organizations 
which run more than one refuge and together give shelter, support, advice, and 
help to thousands of women and children annually (Hague &  Malos, 2005).  In 
England alone there are 340 local services that support 500 refuge projects and 
outreach services with several special ethnic minority projects, all of which 
support more than 40,000 women and children through shelters and assist 
another 100,000 through support services (Hague & Malos, 2005).   The 
organization offers after-care services and facilities for training, information, 
advice, and assistance for professionals working with domestic violence victims 
(WomenÕs Aid, 2006).  WomenÕs Aid actively works to end domestic violence 
against women and children through public advertising campaigns and political 
activism at the local and national government levels (Hague & Malos, 2005).  
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Furthermore, WomenÕs Aid was the first organization to establish a 24-hour 
hotline for victims to call for assistance, as well as the first to create an online 
database of refuge vacancies throughout the U.K. (UKrefugesonline.com) and 
published the first public directory of domestic abuse services known as the UK 
Gold Book (WomenÕs Aid, 2006).     

 WomenÕs aid and male victims of domestic violence. WomenÕs Aid 
does not offer the same variety or multitude of services to male victims of 
domestic violence.  In the U.K. there is one shelter for male victims, and it is 
mainly for victims of same-sex violence (Hague & Malos, 2005).  Domestic 
violence activists and workers do not deny or minimize the existence of male 
victims or deny them the right to assistance and support; however, they know 
from everyday experience that there simply are not as many male victims as vice 
versa (Hague & Malos, 2005).   Davis (1998) states that it cannot be denied that 
Òsome women assault men, but because of the greater physical, financial, and 
emotional injuries suffered by women, they are now and have been, even before 
recorded history, the predominant victims of domestic violence.Ó The National 
Crime Victimization Survey from 1987 to 1991 reported that 90% of the 
violence by intimates was perpetrated against females (Kernsmith, 2005).  
Furthermore, because women are abused more frequently and suffer more 
injuries than men, the National Institute of Justice considers domestic violence 
to be primarily a crime against women (Kernsmith, 2005).  Additionally, there is 
no widespread demand for male victimÕs facilities, and those which have been 
established in the past have never lasted long (Hague & Malos, 2005).    

 Refuge. Refuge is the largest provider of specialized accommodation 
and support for women and children in the U.K., supporting over 900 women 
and children each day (Refuge, 2006).  Refuge has been on the forefront of 
victim support since its inception in 1971 as the worldÕs f irst women and 
childrenÕs refuge (Refuge, 2006; Klein, Campbell, Soler &  Ghez, 1997).  In 
1983 Refuge launched a 24-hour domestic violence hotline and then launched a 
major awareness campaign two years later (Refuge, 2006).  Refuge often 
collaborates with WomenÕs Aid to provide services to victims and create new 
methods of raising public awareness.  The year 2003 brought several milestones 
for Refuge with their WomenÕs Aid coordinated launch of the Freephone 24-
hour National Domestic Violence Helpline (Refuge, 2006).  The Helpline 
answers 60,000 calls a year and is the f irst of its kind to be available nationally 
in the U.K. (Refuge, 2006).  Also in 2003, Refuge launched their award winning 
ÒDonÕt Ignore ItÓ advertising campaign which illustrates the ways in which 
society hides, excuses, and ignores domestic violence (Refuge, 2006).  Two 
years later they followed the ÒDonÕt Ignore ItÓ campaign with a children specific 
campaign message, ÒDonÕt Ignore It, They CanÕtÓ (Refuge, 2006).  Refuge has 
also been responsible for creating a website offering online support and 
information about domestic violence in a safe, confidential format (Refuge, 
2006).   

 Refuge offers a range of services to meet victimsÕ needs, such as 
community-based projects for Asian, South Asian, Vietnamese, Somalian, and 
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Turkish women (Refuge, 2006).  In the outreach services, each woman is 
introduced to a worker who meets with her weekly and assists her with safety 
planning, building a healthy self-confidence, housing rights and responsibilities, 
welfare rights, legal support, court advocacy, budgeting, job training and search 
assistance, and referrals (Refuge, 2006).  Aside from offering shelters and 
outreach services, Refuge is also committed to lobbying the Government for the 
implementation of a fully funded, national domestic violence strategy for the 
U.K. (Refuge, 2006).  
The United States 

 In the United States, there are two main organizing bodies at the 
national level for domestic violence awareness and advocacy: The National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) and the YWCA (Walker, 
1979).  It is also of importance to mention Safe Horizons, an east coast 
organization focused on providing transitional housing for victims (Safe 
Horizons, 2006). Furthermore, several shelters and domestic violence programs 
have been established by smaller grassroots and feminist organizations (e.g. 
NOW) (Walker, 1979).  Recent national estimates on the number of domestic 
violence and sexual assault programs show that there are about 400 programs 
that focus solely on sexual assault, 778 that focus on domestic violence, and 871 
that offer services for victims of both domestic violence and sexual assault 
(Zweig &  Burt, 2004).  The YWCA is a national organization offering a 
multitude of services other than domestic violence programs (YWCA, 2006).  
There are 300 YWCA associations across the nation with almost 2 million 
members and participants (YWCA, 2006).  Of the reporting associations, 2.2 
million people had registered for children, youth and adult programs; of this 
number, 23 percent received assistance from the domestic violence programs, 
the largest percentage of all their programs except for their health and wellness, 
fitness and aquatic programs (YWCA, 2006).  The associations report 75 
percent participation in public advocacy programs for racial justice, violence 
against women, early childhood education and increasing womenÕs issues 
(YWCA, 2006).  The YWCA is the preeminent provider of domestic violence 
programs and shelters in the U.S., with over half a million women and children 
served in the reporting associations (YWCA, 2006).                         

 Safe Horizon. A unique program to mention is New York CityÕs Safe 
Horizon organization.  Safe HorizonÕs motto is, ÒMoving victims of violence 
from crisis to confidence,Ó which is precisely what they do for more than 
350,000 victims in the New York City area each year (Safe Horizon, 2006).   
They have eighty programs in f ive locations throughout New York City and 
focus mainly on assisting a woman as she moves from emergency housing to 
transitional housing (Safe Horizon, 2006).  During the six months that a woman 
may stay in a Safe Horizon transitional home, she will be provided services such 
as job training, f inancial and home management skills, cooking and nutrition 
workshops, and peer counseling support groups (Safe Horizon, 2006).  Above 
all, Safe Horizon emphasizes the necessary skills of independent living in a 
therapeutic setting for women and their children (Safe Horizon, 2006).  While 
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Safe Horizon is not a national organization, the amount of women it serves 
each year warranted its inclusion in the research of United States domestic 
violence programs.   

 National Coalition Against Domestic Violence. The major force in 
United States domestic violence awareness and prevention programs is the 
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) (Walker, 1979).  The 
mission of the NCADV is to Òorganize for collective power by advancing 
transformative work, thinking and leadership of communities and individuals 
working to end the violence in our livesÓ (NCADV, 2006).  Organized in 1978 
at the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights hearing in Washington, D.C., the 
Coalition remains the only national grassroots shelter and service program for 
battered women in the U.S. (NCADV, 2006).  The organizationÕs work includes 
coalition building at the local, state, regional, and national levels, as well as 
support for community-based, non-violent alternatives for battered women and 
their children (NCADV, 2006).  They also support public education and 
technical assistance, policy development for legislation, and all efforts to 
Òeradicate social conditions which contribute to violence against women and 
childrenÓ (NCADV, 2006).  In recent years the NCADV has organized 
testimony for the Attorney GeneralÕs Task Force on Family Violence, supported 
the development and subsequent passage of the Violence Against Women Act of 
1994, as well as the passage of the Domestic Violence Offender Gun Ban of 
1996 (NCADV, 2006).  The Coalition represents women from rural and urban 
areas of all social, racial, religious, economic situations, ages and lifestyles 
(NCADV, 2006).  Today there are over 2,000 shelter and service programs 
across the U.S. that are the result of the national movement based on the belief 
that Òwomen and their children are entitled to a safe environment free from 
violence and the threat of violenceÓ (NCADV, 2006).  The NCADV has 
sponsored eleven national domestic violence conferences, which have provided 
a forum for networking, dialogue, debate, celebration, and leadership 
development within the battered womenÕs movement (NCADV, 2006).  See 
Table 1 for a complete summary and comparison of services offered in the 
United States and United Kingdom. 

 
Discussion 

 Since 1850, British and American feminists have initiated campaigns to 
end the abuse and battery of women and children by intimates (Dobash & 
Dobash, 1979; Klein, Campbell, Soler &  Ghez, 1997).  In 1971 the womenÕs 
movement forced the world to recognize the existence of violence against 
women as a social issue (Gelles, 1974; Schechter, 1982; Smith, 2001).   
Furthermore, feminism in the 1970s created a climate for women to speak out 
about intimate violence as well as provided a structure through which they could 
organize within the womenÕs movement (Schechter, 1982; Klein et al., 1997; 
Smith, 2001).  The first shelter was established in Chiswick, England, when a 
group of women met to discuss rising food prices (Dobash &  Dobash, 1979; 
Gelles, 1997).  They soon realized that they had more in common than food 
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pricesÑ they were also lonely (Walker, 1979).  WomenÕs Aid was established 
by Erin Pizzey, and a home was set up shortly thereafter to serve as a center for 
women with personal problems and was soon filled with women who shared the 
same problemÑ abuse (Walker, 1979; Gelles, 1997; Bard, 1994).  Women who 
had encountered the same abuses, frustrations, and feelings of isolation 
discovered compassionate listeners in their peers who had experienced similar 
injustices (Bard, 1994).   They shared the same goal to end or at least alleviate 
the impact of their victimization (Bard, 1994).  After the shelter was established 
in Chiswick, it served as the model for shelters that slowly arose in every major 
community in the United States (Walker, 1979; Klein et al., 1997; Gelles, 1997).  
Research on the causes, consequences, treatment, and prevention of domestic 
violence has traditionally focused on violence perpetrated by men against 
women; this is the result of women initially raising the issue of domestic 
violence, their victimization and needs, and the resulting greater disadvantages 
of women (Arias &  Corso, 2005).  However, recognizing domestic violence as a 
social issue goes far beyond establishing shelters for victims; it necessitates a 
true understanding of the magnitude of abuse experienced by the victim.  Before 
one can analyze the scope of services available to victims in the U.S. and U.K., 
one must understand what it means to be a victimÑ what victims experience, 
what their needs are, and how they manage to eventually leave their abusers and 
break the cycle of violence.   

 Explanations of why victims remain in abusive relationships. It is 
important to understand why victims of domestic violence will stay in an 
abusive relationship.  Generally speaking it is difficult to leave an intimate 
relationship, regardless of whether or not abuse is present (Ferraro &  Johnson, 
1983).  Research highlights the socialization of women to be good wives and 
mothers at the expense of personal achievements or other desires in life (Ferraro 
& Johnson, 1983).  For most of human history, men have been in charge of 
making family decisions; as a result of many twentieth-century changes, both 
partners in a relationship want to play an equal role in the decision-making 
process (Davis, 1998).  When there is no process in place to allow for power 
sharing in a relationship, conflict and violence arise (Davis, 1998).  
Furthermore, Western culture places a high value on marriage, with individuals 
investing a great amount of emotion in their spouses with the expectation of a 
return on that investment (Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983).  Regardless of 
contemporary strides in changing cultural perceptions of women, they are still 
considered to be secondary to men in the patriarchal order of society; this 
assignment permits men to have ultimate authority in the home and society 
(Walker, 1979; Clarke, 1986).  This patriarchal outlook is sometimes viewed as 
emerging from Biblical interpretations of womenÕs subordination to men in 
marriage and other life roles (Clarke, 1986).  St. Augustine wrote that in 
marriage, ÒWoman ought to serve her husband as unto God, affirming that in no 
thing hath woman equal power with man . . . affirming that woman ought to be 
repressedÓ (Dobash &  Dobash, 1979).   
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 There are several other ideas of why women remain in abusive 

relationships beyond those of subordination and submission.  The idea of 
learned helplessness is another reason why victims f ind it dif ficult to leave an 
abusive relationship.  Learned helplessness is the state of mind held by an 
individual who believes she does not have control over what happens to her and 
that she will never influence what happens to her (Walker, 1979).  This state of 
mind is linked closely with feelings of hopelessness and passivity (Walker, 
1979).  Furthermore, women generally have an economic dependence on men, 
making independent lives that much more difficult for the victim of domestic 
violence (Clarke, 1986; Hare, 2006).  Combine all of these characteristics with a 
strong determination to succeed in their domestic roles, and one begins to 
understand the reluctance of women to leave their abusers (Clarke, 1986).  
While it is important to remember that domestic violence occurs within 
individualÕs lives, it is also Òculturally produced out of intersecting relations of 
gender, race, social class, and sexualityÓ (Feltey, 2001).  In addition to these 
conditions, it is important to remember that anyone can be a victim of domestic 
violence, regardless of class, race, religion, and age.  Early research by Ferraro 
and Johnson (1983) detailed the basic demographics of victims in a 
southwestern United States battered womenÕs shelter.  At the time of their 
research, 120 women with 165 children passed through the shelter, ranging in 
age from 17 to 68, with a family incomes of less than $15, 000 (Ferraro &  
Johnson) (See Table 2).   

 When practical and social constraints are combined with love and 
commitment to an abuser, there is a strong incentive and necessity on the part of 
the victim to rationalize the violence of their abuser in order to cope (Ferraro &  
Johnson, 1983; Walker, 1984).  Ferraro and Johnson used the techniques of 
neutralization developed by Sykes and Matza (1957) to develop a typology that 
illustrates how victims of domestic violence justify and accept the actions of 
their abusers.  They developed six categories of rationalization: 1.) The appeal to 
the salvation ethic; 2.) The denial of the victimizer; 3.) The denial of injury; 4.) 
The denial of victimization; 5.) The denial of options; and 6.) The appeal to 
higher loyalties (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  Ferraro and Johnson found that the 
victims they interviewed used at least one these techniques to make sense of 
their situation and often employed two or more at a time (1983).  The appeal to 
salvation ethic technique is grounded in womenÕs desire to serve others; they see 
their husbands or partners as sick and in need of help and their wivesÕ 
nurturance in order to survive (Ferraro and Johnson, 1983; Clarke, 1986).  The 
denial of the victimizer is similar to the salvation ethic technique, except that the 
victim does not feel responsible for solving her abuserÕs problems; she will 
instead blame it on some external force, e.g. her abuser was tired, stressed or 
angry (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983; Clarke, 1986).  Denial of injury is a very 
prominent technique used by victims to rationalize their situations.  The 
experience of being battered is so completely dissonant with their expected 
situation that they refuse to acknowledge its presence in their lives (Ferraro & 
Johnson, 1983).  The victim does not deny feeling pain; rather, she recognizes 
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she is hurt but defines the pain as something she can tolerate for the sake of 
the relationship or out of blatant necessity for her dependence on her partner 
(Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983).  The denial of victimization rationalization refers to 
the tendency of victims to blame themselves for the violence, thus neutralizing 
the abusersÕ responsibility (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  The victim who uses this 
rationalization believes the violence against her was not justified, but that in 
some way it could have been avoided if she had been more passive or obligatory 
(Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983).  The denial of options is a rationalization composed 
of two elements: practical options and emotional options (Ferraro & Johnson, 
1983).  This rationalization technique illustrates the necessity of most domestic 
violence services available to victims because it deals with the options available 
to victims who want to leave their abusers.  Practical options include alternative 
housing, source of income, and protection (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983; Clarke, 
1986; Koepsell, Kernie &  Holt, 2006; Hare, 2006).  Davies, Lyon, and Monti-
Catania (1998) refer to these options as life-generated risks.  They are aspects of 
victimsÕ lives over which they have little or no control, such as physical and 
mental health issues, f inancial limitations, racism, or other discrimination 
(Davies et al., 1998; Koepsell et al., 2006).  If a woman considers leaving an 
abusive relationship, she and her children face the possibility of decreasing their 
standard of living, e.g. moving to a different, more affordable neighborhood, 
living in an apartment rather than a house, and changing schools and jobs 
(Davies, et al., 1998; Baker, Cook & Davis, 2003; Hare, 2006). Emotional 
options recognize that victims will view their options differently, e.g. as a 
determined struggle to compliance (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  They may 
believe that no one else can provide them with intimacy or companionship; to 
some, the idea of being in an abusive relationship is painful and dangerous but 
not as scary as the perceived prospect of a lonely existence (Ferraro &  Johnson, 
1983; Davies et al., 1998; Koepsell et al., 2006).  Finally, many victims will 
remain in an abusive relationship for the sake of some higher commitment, 
either religious or traditional morals (Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983; Clarke, 1986; 
Baker et al., 2003).  The Christian belief that women should serve their 
husbands as men serve God is oftentimes used as a rationalization to remain in 
an abusive relationship (Clarke, 1986).  Many women will look to their spiritual 
leaders for guidance and as an informal source of support (Clarke, 1986; Baker 
et al., 2003) (See Table 3).  Others place a great deal of importance on a nuclear 
family and do not view divorce as an option (Dobash & Dobash, 1979; Ferraro 
& Johnson, 1983).  Koepsell et al. (2006) also cite the womanÕs age and level of 
education as points of consideration when leaving an abusive relationship.  All 
of these techniques are viewed by victims as acceptable methods of coping with 
their situation and are the focus of many support programs and services in 
helping the victim realize the possibilities for an independent, abuse-free life.  
Counseling and utilization of social services tools, e.g. job placement, 
transitional housing, and governmental aid programs are examples of the options 
provided by most shelters and support programs for victims.  With these 
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services, the victim is able to see past her long-held rationalizations and start 
a new life.  

 Catalysts of change: why and when victims leave their abusers. Ferraro 
and Johnson (1983) also discussed six catalysts of change a victim will use to 
redefine her abuse, to view herself as a victim of violence and move beyond her 
prior methods of rationalization for remaining in the relationship.  By 
understanding these catalysts, one begins to see what support is necessary in the 
immediate hours and days after a victim has left her abuser.  These catalysts are: 
1.) A change in the level of violence; 2.) A change in resources; 3.) A change in 
the relationship; 4.) Despair; 5.) A change in the visibility of violence; and 6.) 
External definitions of the relationship (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  When there 
is a change in the level of violence, a woman may abandon her previously held 
rationalizations in order to save her and her childrenÕs lives (Ferraro &  Johnson, 
1983; Koepsell et al., 2006).  Also, some women may rationalize violence and 
cohabitating with their abuser until the necessary resources for escape become 
readily available to them (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  Ferraro and Johnson cite 
the emergence of shelters and safe homes since the 1970s as providing a vital 
new resource for women when they evaluate alternatives to their lifestyles 
(1983).  Furthermore, public support of shelters and support programs serves as 
a statement to abused women that their abuse will not and should not be 
tolerated (Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983).  A change in the relationship may also 
serve as a catalyst for change (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  Walker (1979) notes 
that violent incidents are usually followed by expressions of remorse from the 
abuser, making rejection of the abuser by the victim more difficult. But as the 
abuse progresses, these episodes of remorse become more infrequent and may 
alter a womanÕs feelings toward her partner (Walker, 1979).  As the victimÕs 
feelings change, she will begin to define herself as a victim of abuse (Walker, 
1979).  Despair comes when changes in the relationship result in a loss of hope 
of improvement (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  The single most common reason 
victims give for staying in an abusive relationship is their hope that their partner 
will change (Davies et al., 1998).  When women remain in a relationship with 
the hope that their partner will change, they are remaining in the cycle of 
violence (Walker, 1979; Hare, 2006). When abuse occurs, it generally occurs in 
the privacy of the victimÕs home; however, there are times when abuse occurs in 
public and leads the victim to feeling humiliated (Walker, 1979).  With feelings 
of humiliation, the victim begins to reinterpret her acceptance of the violence as 
a statement of being subordinate and powerless, creating feelings of shame, 
which overrule her previous feelings of rationale (Walker, 1979).  Finally, when 
a victim begins to use external definitions of abuse as a tool in understanding her 
situation, she experiences a change in visibility (Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983).  
However, these external definitions can either serve to reinforce or undermine 
rationalizations; if  a victim is abused in public and no one intervenes, she begins 
to believe that her abuse is normal and acceptable. However, if she is abused in 
public and someone does intervene on her behalf, she begins to realize that her 
situation is not just a private matter (Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983).  Shelters serve 
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as a source of external definitions, which contribute to an individual labeling 
herself as a victim (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).  Shelters provide an environment 
for factual contemplation and opportunities to meet with counselors and other 
battered women who are familiar with the utilization of rationale and a 
reluctance to let go of an abusive relationship (Ferraro &  Johnson, 1983).  The 
overall goal of most shelters is to help victims overcome feelings of guilt and 
inadequacy so they can make informed and independent choices for themselves 
and their children (Ferraro & Johnson, 1983).   

 The public perception of domestic violence. A victimÕs ability to 
redefine her situation as abusive greatly depends upon the prevailing public 
perception and opinion of domestic violence. Klein, Campbell, Soler and Ghez 
(1997) extensively researched the public perception of domestic violence in the 
United States by investigating where people draw the line when it comes to 
intimate violence.  A 1992 survey by EDK Associates established that a fight 
was perceived as a public matter when it involved injury (Klein et al., 1997).  
They found that most men and women across all racial and ethnic groups felt it 
was none of their business if a couple was having a f ight and it became verbally 
abusive (Klein et al., 1997).   However, the majority of respondents agreed that 
when a man became a physical threat to a woman, the situation became a public 
matter (Klein et al., 1997) (See Table 4).  Recent polls conducted by Lieberman 
Research indicate some success for battered womenÕs advocates who have 
diligently worked for years to educate the public about the seriousness of 
domestic violence.  Americans are more willing now than just a few years ago to 
seek outside intervention for domestic violence situations where the woman is 
not at risk for physical injury (Klein et al., 1997).  An assessment of peopleÕs 
tolerance towards various forms of domestic violence was conducted by reading 
aloud situations that hypothetically occur in a coupleÕs home (Klein et al., 
1997).  Respondents were asked to consider whether the dispute was a private 
affair or one requiring outside intervention (Klein et al., 1997).  The majority of 
respondents (96%) polled in 1995 believed that outside intervention is required 
in a situation in which a man physically abuses his wife and causes injuries 
which require medical attention (Klein et al., 1997). Furthermore, 82% of 
respondents want outside intervention if the man hits his wife and she is not 
injured (Klein et al., 1997) (See Table 5).  The research evaluated by Klein, et 
al. (1997) illustrates that the overwhelming consensus of the populace favors 
intervention at the point of physical injury.  Also, the public has become less 
tolerant of other forms of abuse (e.g. verbal, mental, and psychological abuse) 
and more willing to intervene before the woman sustains injury (Klein et al., 
1997).  This illustrates that the public is beginning to recognize their role in 
stopping domestic violence, asking what they can do to help as individuals 
rather than what the victim should do to escape the abuse (Klein et al., 1997).  
This change in public attitude has a vital impact in the effectiveness of support 
programs and services available to victims and the willingness of victims to seek 
out these programs as a means to ending the abuse.     
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 Woman-defined advocacy. An emerging tool used in many shelter 

programs is the concept of woman-defined advocacy (Davies et al., 1998).  It is 
the product of grassroots advocacy and emphasizes empowering the victim 
through supportive responses from counselors and advocates who view 
themselves as the victimÕs peers (Davies et al., 1998).  Other ÒprofessionalÓ 
approaches tend to follow a more office-based therapy model which is viewed 
by advocates to be more judgmental and less supportive than the grassroots 
approach (Davies et al., 1998).  Woman-defined advocacy acknowledges life-
generated risks as well as the development of safety plans by victims (Davies et 
al., 1998).  This method of grassroots advocacy utilizes a self-help model, which 
Susan Schechter (1982) describes as Òa process through which women, experts 
about their own lives, learn to know their strength.  ÔEmpowermentÕ combines 
ideas about internalizing personal and collective power and validating womenÕs 
personal experiences as politically oppressive rather than self-caused or ÔcrazyÕ 
Ó (Davies et al., 1998).  Woman-defined advocacy begins with listening on the 
part of the advocateÑ truly understanding the victimÕs life and putting herself in 
the victimÕs shoes in order to understand how she experiences the violence 
(Davies et al., 1998).  This technique responds to the uniqueness of each victim, 
realizing that every woman has a different story to tell and a different set of 
needs (Davies et al., 1998; Dutton et al., 2005).  Oftentimes it means the 
advocate must try to understand and accept unfamiliar views and beliefs, 
especially those of different cultures and religions (Davies et al., 1998).  The 
advocate attempts to create a safe and private place for the victim to discuss her 
experiences and starts their conversation with the victimÕs storyÑ her concerns 
and questions (Davies et al., 1998).  Once the advocated fully understands the 
victimÕs needs, they work together to identify the victimÕs available and relevant 
options and resources (Davies et al., 1998).  Taking these options into 
consideration, the victim creates her own safety plan, which she can easily and 
confidently implement herself (Davies et al., 1998).  In doing so, she will 
achieve a new level of personal empowerment and independence necessary to 
begin a life outside of her abusive relationship.       

 The effects of domestic violence across cultures.  Beyond attaining 
supportive advocacy is the availability of resources for women of varying 
cultural or social backgrounds.  A victim may perceive how public resources 
treat a larger identifying group of which she may belong, e.g. race, ethnicity, 
language, disability, socioeconomic status, and geographic location, as another 
factor in her risk analysis (Davies et al., 1998; Bograd, 1999; Rasche, 2001).  
This concept of multiple levels of oppression is referred to as intersectionality, a 
term coined by KimberlŽ Crenshaw to analyze the correlation between race and 
gender in discriminatory labor forces (Bograd, 1999).  It maintains that society 
exists in social contexts created by the intersections of systems of power, e.g. 
race, class, gender, and sexual orientation (Bograd, 1999).  Almeida (1993) 
states that domestic violence is heightened because the Òfamily lives of people 
of color, poor, minority, or homosexual individuals are frequently disrupted by 
intrusions of the state.Ó   The psychological consequences of domestic violence 
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are compounded by the addition of racism, heterosexism, and classism 
(Bograd, 1999; Rasche, 2001). These perceptions may be based on previous 
experiences with a public resource agency or personal assumptions about society 
(Davies et al., 1998).  A Spanish-speaking woman may avoid seeking assistance 
if she believes the agency does not have Spanish-speaking staff (Davies et al., 
1998).   A woman may consider how her race will affect the response she or her 
partner will receive from law enforcement, the legal system, and social service 
agencies and will include that consideration in her safety plan (Davies et al., 
1998; Rasche, 2001).  Individuals may have ideologies which prohibit disclosure 
of violence and seeking help, e.g. Vietnamese women who are taught to save 
face and family before considering their personal safety (Bograd, 1999).  Shelter 
programs and services in the U.K. are beginning to recognize the inadequacies 
of services for minority victims and are establishing shelters in prominent 
minority neighborhoods (WomenÕs Aid, 2006).   

 Shelter weaknesses. Shelters were initially designed to solely provide 
shelter and safety for domestic violence victims (Gelles, 1997).  Since the 
movementÕs conception, shelters have evolved into multi-faceted initiatives, 
offering hotlines, temporary shelter services, support groups, group and 
individual counseling, legal advocacy, social service referral and advocacy, 
childrenÕs services and child care, job training, and transitional housing (Gelles, 
1997).  Shelters attempt to provide a sense of community and support, helping 
women to realize they are no longer helpless victims as soon as they walk 
through the door (Walker, 1979).  They learn to try new lifestyles and stand on 
their own with the support of staff and fellow housemates (Walker, 1979).  
However, shelters still face restrictions in their abilities to serve victims.  
Individuals involved in providing shelter services believe there is insufficient 
space in shelters for victims and admit there is a possibility of turning away 
victims due to a lack of space (Walker, 1979; Walker, 1979; Gelles, 1997).  
Children may not have room to run and play, the noise level may be deafening, 
and there may be very little room for individuality (Walker, 1979).  Oftentimes 
shelters are in a state of disrepair because of constant overuse and inadequate 
funding (Walker, 1979).  Nevertheless, shelters are a proven necessity in 
facilitating help-seeking on the behalf of the victim (Gelles, 1997).  When a 
victim chooses to end a violent relationship, she is facilitating a major life 
change (Gelles, 1997).  Most women do not leave their abusers after one shelter 
stay; they may stay in a shelter a number of times before choosing to leave a 
violent relationship (Walker, 1979; Gelles, 1997). Each shelter stay may last one 
to several weeks, varying from victim to victim as well as shelter guidelines 
(Walker, 1979; Gelles, 1997).  Additionally, shelters will typically turn away a 
homeless woman if she is not currently being abused, regardless of whether or 
not she may have been abused in the past (Baker et al., 2003).  Many women 
cannot receive housing at a shelter when they leave their partners because 
shelters run at capacity (Baker et al., 2003).  The sad irony of this situation lies 
in the fact that if  these women become homeless because every shelter is filled 
to capacity, they may become ineligible for many shelter housing opportunities 
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and services (Baker et al., 2003).  This variability and repetitive usage by 
most victims places an increased strain on the resources and capabilities of most 
shelters (Gelles, 1997).  Also, shelter directors looking to expand upon the 
support they receive from the government seek funding from outside sources 
(Baker et al., 2003).  These outside sources restrict how their funds can be 
utilized, oftentimes prohibiting shelters from providing services to women who 
plan to return to their batterers, have addictions, or belong to minority groups 
(Baker et al., 2003).  Finally, for women of low-income, locating new, 
affordable housing is difficult because very few low-income housing units are 
available, and most federal programs that exist to assist women in paying a 
portion of their rent have long waiting lists (Baker et al., 2003) (See Table 6).   

 
Summary 

 The comparative research of the United StatesÕ and United KingdomÕs 
programs revealed differences in the institutionalization of domestic violence 
programs.  The programs and services in the United Kingdom are 
institutionalized through WomenÕs Aid and Refuge. Alternatively, the United 
States lacks any significant institutionalization in the form of organizations 
which solely serve domestic violence victims through shelters and services 
offered therein, meaning there is not an organization with services and shelters 
available nationally for domestic violence victims.  The YWCA has domestic 
violence shelter services and programs, but it also offers numerous other 
services for all members of the community.  This is important to note because it 
appears that while the United States is more willing to socially accept domestic 
violence as a public issue and advocate at the national level for victims, the 
nation lacks an institutionalized system like the one in the United Kingdom.  
The United KingdomÕs WomenÕs Aid has extensive public awareness and 
outreach services, e.g. the public directory of services, the U.K. Gold Book, and 
the online vacancies site, UKrefugesonline.com.  Furthermore, WomenÕs Aid 
has launched numerous ad campaigns on billboards, movie theater ads, and 
television commercials.  In comparison to programs in the United States, the 
United Kingdom leads in creating public awareness through campaigns.  The 
counterpart to WomenÕs Aid in the United Kingdom is Refuge, the organization 
that launched the first womenÕs shelter in the United Kingdom (which was later 
taken over by WomenÕs Aid).  Refuge has also launched numerous ad 
campaigns across the United Kingdom and collaborated with WomenÕs Aid to 
create the f irst national 24-hour helpline for domestic violence victims.  Unlike 
WomenÕs Aid, Refuge also supports several community-based projects for 
Asian, South Asian, Vietnamese, Somalian, and Turkish women.  These 
culturally specific programs acknowledge the differing opinions on domestic 
violence in the respective cultures while assisting the victim in beginning a new 
life.   

As previously mentioned, the United States programs are based mainly 
in YWCAÕs or private shelters supported by the National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence and other grassroots organizations.  Combined with other 
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organizations and support services, the numbers of victims served 
practically outnumbers those in the United Kingdom.  However, unlike the 
United Kingdom where most of the shelters are recognized as being sponsored 
by WomenÕs Aid or Refuge, the United States lacks a main organization for 
shelter support.  Several contribute, but none solely serve domestic violence 
victims.  The NCADV supports shelters rather than establish their own shelters 
across the nation; the YWCA serves a variety of people with a multitude of 
servicesÑ not just those designated for domestic violence victims.  These are 
important aspects of the United StatesÕ approach to domestic violence to 
recognize in order to fully understand how much the United StatesÕ programs 
must grow to meet the demand for victimsÕ services.  The common theme in 
both countries, regardless of institutionalization, is that while both countries are 
willing to serve domestic violence victims through outreach services, both lack 
the resources to meet the public demand for facilities and services to aid victims.   

 The available literature on domestic violence overwhelmingly 
emphasizes the common needs of every victim, detailing the necessary steps 
each woman must take in order to successfully leave an abusive relationship.  
Previous research has evaluated the justif ications victims make about the 
violence they experience at the hands of their abusers.  When victims come to a 
point where they begin to change their opinions about where they stand in their 
relationships, they perform a type of costs-benefits analysis, wherein they weigh 
the f inancial, mental, and social risks they face upon leaving the relationship.  
Furthermore, they consider whether or not it is socially or culturally acceptable 
for them to leave their abusers.  If the prevailing social perception of domestic 
violence is that it is a private matter or that verbal and psychological abuse do 
no qualify as domestic abuse, victims may not feel justified enough to leave the 
relationship.  In addition to all of these factors, a victim may feel constrained by 
her cultural identity, sexual orientation, or language barriers.  With these 
additional worries in mind, it becomes very clear why there must be increased 
availability and diversity in support services and programs. 

 Based on the data gathered on victimsÕ needs and the availability of 
services for victims in each country, it is evident that the following services are 
necessary to every victim and should be included in every shelter program: 1.) 
Emergency and transitional housing for victims; 2.) Counseling/therapy, both at 
the group and individual level; 3.) Bilingual services; 4.) Programs for children, 
including daycare, counseling, and art therapy; 5.) Job training and search 
assistance materials; 6.) Financial counseling; 7.) Assistance in continuing or 
finishing education; 8.) Aftercare for up to one year or more, involving follow-
up counseling; 9.) Independent home management skills, e.g. hygiene, nutrition, 
and child rearing information; 10.) Religious and/or spiritual guidance and 
counseling; 11.) Transportation services; 12.) Self-empowerment activities, e.g. 
activities that build self-confidence and independence; 13.) Ample space for 
children to play and grow; 14.) Individual space for families to talk and sleep 
together; 15.) Activities to encourage family unity and strength among women 
and children; and 16.) Clothing services, e.g. opportunities for women to receive 
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clothing to wear to job interviews.  I t is easy to say that every shelter should 
offer every service listed and even more ambitious to say that every victim 
should receive every service.  But nevertheless, it is evident that the 
circumstances surrounding a victim leaving an abusive relationship demand 
these types of programs and services.  The system must evolve to meet every 
need and provide ample opportunities for victims to receive the necessary 
assistance.            

 
Conclusion 

 There is overwhelming research available on domestic violence, its 
causes, who it affects, how it affects them, and what needs to be done to address 
the issueÑ and yet there remains very little specific research on what services 
are available, how effective they are, and what services are lacking or absent in 
society.  The prevalent fact in both countries researched is that there needs to be 
moreÑ more money for services and shelters, more shelters across the nation, 
more public support, and more detailed and specif ic services for victims.  
Diversity is worthless if  victims cannot benefit from the services because they 
are under-funded, understaffed, or undeveloped.  The services currently 
available tend to be sufficient in meeting the needs of a select group of victims.  
Minority victims, children, and the elderly are oftentimes forced to go without 
because the available programs cannot meet their developmental, physical, or 
verbal needs.  Furthermore, shelters are constantly dealing with overcrowding 
and are oftentimes forced to turn victims away.  Society cannot say it supports 
victims in leaving their abusers and then not meet their basic needs if and when 
they are able to free themselves from the abuse.  The public must show their 
support for victims of all backgrounds and realize that the public perception of 
domestic violence affects how victims view their situations.  Advocacy must 
begin in the home and community, with citizens proclaiming that domestic 
violence is a serious, oftentimes fatal social issue deserving of unwavering 
public attention and support to change societyÕs perception of the issue.  If there 
is a string of robberies in a community, the news of these crimes spreads across 
the media like wildfire.  The blunt truth of the matter is that the media does not 
acknowledge the robberies of self-dignity, respect, and emotional and physical 
well-being that occur on an everyday basis in the community as a result of 
domestic violence.   Therefore, the public perception of domestic violence must 
change before signif icant change can occur in supporting domestic violence 
programs and services.  Publicly supporting victims of domestic violence must 
involve teaching children from the very beginning that physical power over 
another is unacceptable and that long-held beliefs in stereotypical gender roles 
should be thrown out and replaced with an equal playing field where no one is 
made to feel inferior or subordinate.  Ideally, society must eliminate the norms 
that legitimize violence in the family, regardless of whether or not they are 
socially, religiously, or culturally based.  Spending millions of dollars on ad 
campaigns will do little good until society begins to open their minds to truly 
embrace the idea of policy change and fully supporting all victims of domestic 
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violenceÑ regardless of age, race, sexual orientation, and disability.  These 
ideals should not be written off as solely intended for social activists or 
feminists, but for every decent human being who believes in the golden rule.  
Society cannot expect to see change in the future if  they socialize their children 
to believe domestic violence is an acceptable form of behavior.    

 Once the popular perception of domestic violence changes, grassroots 
advocates and members of the government must strive to change public policy 
on the prosecution of domestic violence offenders.  A complete no-tolerance 
policy appears to be the necessary route to take when prosecuting perpetrators.  
This means arresting, not warning, those who verbally, psychologically, 
sexually, and physically abuse someone the very f irst time it occurs.  More often 
than not, abusers are given a verbal warning by police when called to the scene 
of a domestic disturbance.  AbusersÕ punishment must be publicly viewed as 
swift, certain, and non-negotiable in order to be effective in its purpose: 
deterring offenders and changing the prevailing public attitude on domestic 
violence.  Furthermore, there must be an effort made at the national level to 
institutionalize domestic violence support programs and shelters in a manner 
that mimics the example set by the United Kingdom.  Institutionalization 
requires increased efforts in fundraising, public advocacy, and national support 
for the establishment of shelters in every community.  The United States should 
follow the example set forth by the United Kingdom in its WomenÕs Aid and 
Refuge programs and establish a similar network of national facilities and 
services.    

 Upon viewing the steps necessary for each country to enhance their 
domestic violence programs, future research should examine how to address 
cultural differences in domestic violence perception within shelters and woman-
defined advocacy.  This means more than simply employing a bilingual 
individual or someone of similar cultural background. A specialized 
environment should be considered where women feel comfortable freely 
expressing their concerns regarding domestic violence and the pressures of their 
culture to remain in an abusive relationship.  Further research should examine 
the effectiveness of culturally-minded initiatives in changing the cultural 
perception of domestic violence.   

 In conclusion, the changes deemed necessary in domestic violence 
shelters and support programs cannot occur until changes begin with the 
individual and in the home.  As C. Wright Mills was previously quoted, Ò. . . By 
such means the personal uneasiness of individuals is focused upon explicit 
troubles and the indifference of publics is transformed into involvement with 
public issues.Ó  Only when the needs of the victim of domestic violence are 
focused upon and fully recognized by society as a public issue will victims have 
a reason to hope for changeÑ in shelters, the community, and most importantly, 
in themselves and their situation. 
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The Last Tango of Tr istan and Isolde 

Maria Ward 
 

 In todayÕs society, it is not uncommon to hear musicians appropriate 
songs from previous eras and record them again with a different style. For 
example, Mannheim Steamroller uses the tune from BachÕs famous Toccata and 
Fugue in D minor, adds a little spook and a lot of electronics to create their 
Halloween rendition: Toccata in DeMole. While some f ind remaking such a 
well-known piece of music to be an impossible feat, there is one man who 
eagerlyÑ and successfullyÑ takes on such challenges. Peter Schickele displays 
his great talent for reworking music in hundreds of different pieces, including 
Last Tango in Bayreuth. Derived from WagnerÕs Prelude to Tristan und Isolde, 
SchickeleÕs brilliantly crafted, tango-style, bassoon quartet uses many of the 
themes from WagnerÕs work. From instrumentation to stylistic changes, 
Schickele takes advantage of the beautifully orchestrated Prelude to Tristan und 
Isolde to create a comical, yet highly respected, twentieth century rendition of 
the original Romantic Era piece.   

 Richard Wagner was born in Leipzig, Germany on May 22, 1813. 
Since childhood, Wagner possessed a passion and talent for composing music 
and writing literature.1 Wagner aspired to create a Festival-Theatre in which 
only his music dramas could be performed. After searching for the perfect 
locale, he came across the little town of Bayreuth, where he created a home for 
his family and eventually raised enough money to build his theatre.2 Throughout 
his lifetime Wagner created several music dramas, including Tristan und Isolde. 
 Tristan und Isolde is a tragic tale of love, deceit, and loyalty. Isolde is the 
Princess of Ireland, and betrothed to Sir Morold. Tristan, the nephew of Mark, 
King of Cornwall, murders Morold in battle, and ends up with a wound that 
cannot heal due to the poison on MoroldÕs blade. Isolde tends to Tristan, who 
comes to her with the name ÒTantris.Ó Tristan and Isolde fall in love, but are 
then torn apart by the lies that stand between them. They finally meet again after 
TristanÕs alleged friend, Melot, fatally wounds him. As Tristan dies in IsoldeÕs 
arms, she too falls over him, dying from grief.3 The legend of Tristan und Isolde 
is a sad but beautiful tale that has beautiful music to accompany it.  Today, few 
composers are brave enough to venture into appropriation from the realm of 
Romantic Era music, such as WagnerÕs work. However, Peter Schickele dives 
into the feat headfirst. 

                                                
1 Lavignac, Albert. The Music Dramas of Richard Wagner. Trans. Esther 
Singleton. New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1898. 22. 
2 Lavignac page 56 
3 Lavignac pages 116-124 
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 Peter Schickele was born in Ames, Iowa on July 17, 1935. He was 

the only music major at Swarthmore, from which he graduated in 1957.4 He 
later earned a masterÕs degree in composition at Julliard.5 The composer, 
musician, author and satirist is Òinternationally recognized as one of the most 
versatile artists in the field of music.Ó6 Peter Schickele composes under two 
names: Peter Schickele and P.D.Q. Bach.  

SchickeleÕs alter ego, P.D.Q. Bach, is the rather funny, less serious side 
of the composer. His biography claims him to be the reject twenty-third child of 
J.S. Bach.7 His life as a musician can be divided into three periods: the Initial 
Plunge, the Soused Period, and the Contrition.8 P.D.Q. Bach uses many 
musiciansÕ musical ideas and molds them into his own in a very tactful but silly 
manor. ÒIt has been said that the only original places in his music are those 
where he forgot he was stealing. And, since his memory is shorter than his 
sightedness, he was in point of fact one of the most original composers ever to 
stumble along the musical pike.Ó9  

Peter Schickele differs from his alter ego because of his more serious 
outlook on the composition of music. True, he oftentimes borrows music of 
previous eras and reworks them; however, he does so while creating a fun but 
serious piece of music. Peter Schickele not only looks to other music for his 
inspiration but also incorporates other avenues of art, such as film, into his work. 

The 1972 motion picture, Ultimo Tango a Parigi (a.k.a. Last Tango in 
Paris) is a racy film about a young Parisian woman named Jeanne and her love 
affair with a mysterious American, Paul. While looking for an apartment in 
Paris, Jeanne encounters Paul, who is grieving the recent suicide of his wife. The 
two are instantly attracted to each other and engage in a passionate affair, 
without revealing their names.10 

 The title of Peter SchickeleÕs piece, Last Tango in Bayreuth, is a 
parody of the racy 1972 Last Tango in Paris. However, it is also a Òtongue-in-
cheek tribute to Richard Wagner,Ó 11 as Schickele borrows themes from Tristan 
und Isolde, particularly from the Prelude. The tango for four bassoons is one of 

                                                
4 Schickele, Peter. "Peter Schickele Bio." The Peter Schickele/P.D.Q. Bach 
Website. 24 Sept. 2006. 25 Oct. 2006 <www.schickele.com/pdqbachbio>. 
5 Howard, Luke. "Program Notes." Philadelphia Orchestra. 7 May 2006. 13 Nov. 
2006 
<http://www.philorch.org/styles/poa02e/www/prognotes_20060507.html?cur_m
onth=2005-09>. 
6 Schickele, ÒPeter Schickele BioÓ 
7 Schickele, Peter. "P.D.Q. Bach Bio." The Peter Schickele/P.D.Q. Bach 
Website. 24 Sept. 2006. 20 Oct. 2006 <www.schickele.com/pdqbachbio>. 
8 Schickele, ÒP.D.Q. Bach BioÓ 
9 Schickele, ÒP.D.Q. Bach BioÓ 
10 Schneider, Erich. "Plot Summary for Ultimo Tango a Parigi (1972)." IMDb. 
2006. 12 Nov. 2006 <www.imdb.com/title/tt0070849/plotsummary>. 
11 Howard 
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SchickeleÕs most performed pieces.12 Schickele writes that his piece takes 
Òsome of WagnerÕs best-known themes on a quick trip south of the border.Ó13 
SchickeleÕs version of the Prelude to Tristan und Isolde differs from the original 
version due to a plethora of factors, especially SchickeleÕs distinctly different 
instrumental and stylistic choices. 

 WagnerÕs Prelude contains a multitude of instruments: strings, 
woodwinds, brass, and percussion alike. A series of questions and answers 
create the theme, which is passed around through each instrument or set of 
instruments. The instruments are constantly passing along the melody, while the 
colors of each instrument gracefully blend together. WagnerÕs choice of 
instrumentation allows him freedom within the melodic line; he is able to have 
the theme flowing constantly, making each repetition more and more interesting.   

 The instrumentation of Last Tango obviously differs immensely from 
that of the Prelude. The piece is written for a bassoon quartet, not an entire 
orchestra; therefore, it is impossible for Schickele to enjoy certain freedoms due 
solely to the limited amount of instruments he has to work with. Interesting 
repetition, for example, is not something Schickele can accomplish for an 
extended period of time. Hearing four bassoons pass around the same themeÑ
even if it is embellishedÑ is bound to get old quicker than with a large variety of 
instruments. 

 As a consequence of the major instrumental alterations in SchickeleÕs 
arrangement, many parts from the Prelude must be left out. For example, in the 
Prelude, the strings play a series of runs, providing a rising action and main 
climax for the piece. Schickele foregoes this rising action in Last Tango and, in 
fact, does not include any major buildups at all. Also, because of the 
instrumentation differences, the texture of Last Tango cannot be nearly as 
complex as the Prelude. Schickele is forced to keep his lines simple because he 
only has four of the same instrument to work with.   

Despite the instrumentation differences, there are similarities between 
the two pieces. For example, each piece opens with the same tune, in the same 
key. Also, both pieces have question and answer sections, creating a layered 
effect in the textures. Last Tango is written in a-b-a format, comprised of two 
main sections. The two sections are clearly separated, as the middle section of 
the piece becomes more unified between the four bassoons. Likewise, the 
Prelude is separated into certain sections. The melody is carried very clearly 
from one instrument to another until the winds alone carry the theme underneath 
the buildup of runs in the strings. Lastly, both the Prelude and Last Tango return 
to the original theme at the ends of the pieces, ending as calmly as they began.  

Along with contrasting instrumentation, Last Tango and the Prelude 
have many stylistic differences. To begin, the Prelude is obviously an orchestral 
work. The piece flows from one phrase to anotherÑ even in the busy section, 
which leads to the climax of the piece. The Prelude is full of imagination and 

                                                
12 Howard 
13 Quoted in Howard 
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emotion, a common trait of music from the Romantic Era. Many 
components of the Prelude, including the push-and-pull and the frequent and 
drastic dynamic markings, allow the listener to not only hear the emotion but 
also to feel it.  

Last Tango is deliberately composed in a completely different style 
than the Prelude. As stated in the title, it is a tango. Unlike the Prelude, Last 
Tango contains a continuous bass-line throughout both sections of the piece, 
which promotes a Latin American feel for the listeners. Also, the piece is much 
faster-paced than the Prelude, creating a very playful rather than romantic 
mood. Last Tango does not contain a large amount of dynamic markings; 
however, the lack of such markings allows the musicians more expressional 
freedom while playing the piece.  

Although the styles of the two pieces are distinctively different, there 
are some differences that affect the piece more on paper than to the listener.  For 
example, Last Tango is in 4/4 time, while the Prelude is in 6/8 time. If the two 
pieces were close to the same tempo, it would be easy to assume that Last Tango 
would have a squarer sound, and the Prelude would sound slightly swingier 
because of the in-two feel. However, since the Prelude is considerably slower 
than Last Tango, they both sound comparatively similar. Also, despite the 
numerous stylistic alterations, Last Tango still contains the opening theme of the 
Prelude, which contributes to the surprisingly abundant similarities between the 
two pieces.  

 Many composers would fold at the idea of borrowing music from such 
well-known musicians as Richard Wagner. However, Peter Schickele braves the 
task and accomplishes it quite successfully. His tango version of Prelude to 
Tristan und Isolde is positively ingenious, as he is able to draw from someone 
elseÕs musical ideas to create his own unique thoughts. Although Schickele 
limits himself to only one type of instrument,  he is in turn rewarding himself 
with limitless possibilities. WagnerÕs Prelude to Tristan und Isolde is such a 
beautifully orchestrated and emotional work; Peter Schickele boldly steps 
through the portal of Romantic Era music and returns to the twentieth century 
with the first and last tango Tristan and Isolde will ever seeÑ the masterpiece, 
Last Tango in Bayreuth.  
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Finding the Good Man in 

Flannery OÕConnorÕs ÒA Good Man is Hard to FindÓ 
Maggie Warren 

 
 Part of the beauty in Flannery OÕConnorÕs stories is how the text is 

woven together tightly enough to conceal a specific theme, but it is also loose 
enough that audience interpretation can have different paths.  In her book 
Mystery and Manners- a book of essays reflecting upon her writings- OÕConnor 
explains to her readers that Òthere are perhaps other ways than my own in which 
the story could be readÓ (109).  This statement explains why her work is a good 
candidate for multiple interpretations.  There are many ways to interpret her 
short story ÒA Good Man is Hard to Find,Ó from the big ideas to the small 
details.  In Mystery OÕConnor explains that the grandmother is the heroine of the 
story, and there is Òan action of grace in the grandmotherÕs soulÓ (113).  Many 
critics write to enforce this idea, though some go against OÕConnorÕs original 
intention and interpret the words on their own.  The inconsistency of the 
narration is fascinating and adds a new dimension to the story.  One way to 
interpret the story would be to think of the narrator as a character. The narrator 
seems to have a more signif icant change than any other character, even the 
grandmother, who in my opinion, does not change much at all.  Through the 
development of plot, tone, and characterization, the narrator assumes the role of 
a major character capable of receiving grace.   

 Short stories often greatly rely on foreshadowing to peak the interest 
for the reader because of the short length.  In ÒGood ManÓ OÕConnor 
foreshadows the familyÕs doomful meeting with an escaped convict named The 
Misfit.  The grandmother discovers that he is headed toward Florida, which is 
where the family is planning to go on their family vacation.  She begs her son 
Bailey to go to Tennessee instead and claims she ÒwouldnÕt take [her] children 
in any direction with a criminal like that on the looseÓ (OÕConnor ÒA Good 
ManÓ 406).  Her concern is not wholly about The Misfit; her deeper concern 
seems to be that she is old and, therefore, would like the opportunity to Òvisit 
some of her connections in east Tennessee and she was seizing at every chance 
to change BaileyÕs mindÓ (406).  In other words she wanted to go to Tennessee 
instead of Florida long before she knew about The Misfit and was not really that 
concerned about him.  Readers, though, are able to sense a foreshadowing that 
the family will meet and be affected by The Misfit, and the grandmother is a 
self ish person who will use excuses to try to talk her way into getting what she 
wants.   

The car ride is a vehicle of foreshadowing.  The ride is also rich with 
tension, knowing that somewhere along the way the family must have a 
dangerous encounter with The Misfit.  The grandmother even dressed in her 
Sunday best in case of an Òaccident, anyone seeing her dead on the highway 
would know at once she was a ladyÓ (407).  This ironic image foreshadows that 
there will be trouble on the highway.  I t also reiterates the fact that the 
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grandmother is vain and self-concerned.  When the grandmother wakes 
from a nap, she recalls an Òold plantation house, an idyllic memory of 
antebellum Southern life in all its imagined innocence and order, the image 
stands in sharp contrast to the depicted shabbiness of present-day lifeÓ (Orvell 
131).  The house has a Òsymbolic equivalence to a heavenly mansion,Ó a home 
that one comes from and returns to at the end of life (131).  The house, along 
with the fact that she awakens in a town called Toombsboro, foreshadows that 
their fate is nearing and death is imminent.  Not only death is foreshadowed, but 
also a new life.  She was awakened in Toombsboro from dreaming about a 
homecoming in her idyllic mansion.   

The tone of ÒA Good ManÓ changes with the changes with the 
development of the plot.  In the beginning, the narratorÕs tone is condescending 
to the characters and darkly forecasts future events.  According to Carter W. 
Martin, the car ride Òis a study in the pathos of common vulgarity and quiet 
desperation in an almost infernal situationÓ (164).  In other words, the car ride is 
so true to human relationships that it arouses pathos in the reader.  In the f irst 
half of the story, the narrator mocks the characters and the real people they 
represent.  The way the family interacts may be very familiar to some readers.  
In fact, the individual characters are comically drawn and entertaining even 
without the plot.  The narrator describes the motherÕs face by saying it looks Òas 
broad and innocent as a cabbageÓ (OÕConnor 406).  When the Òill mannered and 
brattishÓ children Òjoin forces with the grandmother in torturing their fatherÓ and 
begging him to visit the old plantation house, Bailey Òreluctantly acquiesces: 
that it will be the last time they stop for anythingÓ (Martin 164).  Significantly, 
the narratorÕs words Òominously and ironically suggest the fatality of their [the 
family membersÕ] decision; their strong sense of inevitability enhances the 
GothicÓ tone (Martin 164).  That was truly the last time the family would ever 
do anything anymore.  Turning down the dirt road catalyzed the event of their 
death. 

   In the second half of the story, there is a shift in tone which throws 
both tone and plot off balance.  The Misfit darkens the tone of the story from the 
beginning. Even though he Òis not physically present until the final pages, his 
influence hangs over the story almost from the beginningÓ (Bandy).  
Interestingly, when The Misfit physically appears, the tone and the plot change.  
The narration has a change of heart, and most of the condescending remarks 
about the characters cease.  The focus and the plot shift from the annoying 
family to the intriguing conversation between the grandmother and The Misfit. 
 The grandmother and The Misfit both offer each other a moment of grace.  In a 
moment of desperation, the grandmother cries out to The Misfit that he is one of 
her own children, thus attempting to offer him grace.  The grandmotherÕs Òhead 
clear[s] for an instantÓ when The Misfit confesses that if he were born around 
the same time as Jesus he would be a different person (OÕConnor 416).  She 
notices that Òhis voice seem[s] to crackÓ and she sees his face twist as if he 
might cry (416-417).  She recognizes something in him, in his expression.  The 
grandmother realizes that her nagging has reached the core of him.  The 
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expression is so familiar that she feels related to it, and she is.  His pain is 
the same pain that she has always inflicted upon her family.  It is signif icant that 
she insisted The Misfit put on BaileyÕs shirt, and she talks to him in an 
overpowering motherly way.  She genuinely cares, and she reaches out to him, 
but at the same time she has Òonly with her survival, in the midst of the blood-
bath that has engulfed her family.  The fact that Bailey, his wife, and their 
children now lie dead nearby seem to have little meaningÓ (Bandy).  There is a 
difference between being concerned and caring.  She cares about The Misfit and 
her new gained knowledge, but she has concern for her life.  She cares because 
of the concern that she has hurt others, and caring in this sense of the word only 
implies she thinks thoughtfully.  The Misfit rejects her offer of grace and 
Òsprang back as if a snake had bitten him on the shoulderÓ when she reached out 
to him (OÕConnor 417).  Some may view the grandmotherÕs act as Christ-like 
(Orvell 133).  Yet others may see her outward reach as a plea for her life.  She 
may be reaching out to console him but with an underlying motive of saving 
herself.  The Misfit may have run into her kind before, because he perceives her 
act as Òthe SnakeÕs temptationÓ (Orvell 133).  The grandmotherÕs actions were 
not purely genuine.  She reached out not only in sympathy, but also in self 
concern.  While the grandmother does achieve Òthe liberty to choose a response 
beyond anger and revenge,Ó she still acts out in camouflaged selfishness in an 
attempt to save herself (Giannone 52).  Her motivation for acting kind to The 
Misfit was really a plea for her life; she used f lattery and motherhood to awaken 
his sympathy, not his spirituality (52).  He shoots the grandmother in the chest 
three times and concludes that Òshe would have been a good woman . . . if it had 
been someone there to shoot her every day of her lifeÓ (OÕConnor 417).  The 
key word is: Òwould.Ó  The fact is that she was not a good woman because she 
was only shot one day of her life and not everyday.  He rejected her offer of 
grace, and his act of grace was not enough to save her.  

 The narrative voice in ÒA Good ManÓ is a sort of subplot all on its 
own.  The f irst half of the story is building up to a meeting with The Misfit.  
Though the characters are comical in a sarcastic southern hillbilly caricature 
way, the narration still leads readers to worry about the familyÕs well-being.  
Readers are interested in the fate of the family.  Foreshadowing leads to the 
suspicion that the family is doomed to have a deadly encounter with The Misfit.  
Surprisingly, in the second half Òthe narrator approaches objectivity and focuses 
on the potentially redemptive conversation between the grandmother and The 
MisfitÓ instead of the murder of the family (Gentry 37).  The narrator is thrown 
off course in the second part of the story, like many of OÕConnorÕs characters.  
The conversation becomes more moving and potent than the fate of the family.  
The conversation does not match the car trip.  The readers are invested in the 
family, and as soon as The Misfit shows up, the family is shotÑ not even by The 
Misfit himself but by his helpers.  The readers become more interested in the 
conversation because of the narratorÕs deepened interest.  The shift in the story 
makes Òthe narratorÕs consciousness . . . most clearly redeemed in this storyÓ 
(Gentry 32).  The grandmother and The Misfit are motivated by self ishness and 
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stubbornness.  The only real change of consciousness has been made by the 
narrator.  When the story ends, we are left at a distance from The Misfit and the 
pile of bodies.  I can visualize a fading out effect as if  it were on a movie screen.  
The scene of the grandmotherÕs death seems so intimate; but the few words 
exchanged between The Misfit and Bobby Lee seemed, in contrast, distant.  
Readers are left with the narrator observing the murder scene from a distance.  
 OÕConnorÕs stories are usually based upon a character that ends up with a 
redemptive or epiphanic experience.  The grandmother and The Misfit are both 
given the opportunity of grace, and maybe they accept a self-fulfil ling grace, but 
do not receive a righteous grace.  The narrator is the one who reaches out in pure 
sympathy untainted by ulterior motives.  In OÕConnorÕs stories, GodÕs grace 
reveals itself in unsuspecting ways, Òby implication onlyÑ or as some force one 
senses behind the scenery and drama of human lifeÓ (Orvell 128).  The narrator 
of a story receiving redemption is certainly unsuspected and originates from the 
drama of human life, but it is f iction and therefore possible.  I believe it is the 
narrator who experiences the intrusion of mystery necessary for an awakening of 
grace like in many of OÕConnorÕs stories.  The narrator is unsuspecting of his 
new sympathy for humanity as the story unfolds.  The story as we know it from 
the f irst half seems to be intruded upon by the narratorÕs upcoming experience.  
In the f irst half of the story, the characters are presented as rude and obnoxious 
people.  In the second half the story, the ÒnarratorÕs meanness diminishes as The 
Misfit arrives to destroy the familyÓ (Gentry 37).  The narrator discontinues 
most of the condescending character descriptions once the grandmother and The 
Misfit engage in conversation.  The turning point of the narration occurs when 
the narrator becomes empathetic towards the grandmother and The Misfit.  One 
cannot receive enlightenment from a faulty source, and the grandmother and The 
Misfit may both be unworthy givers as well as receivers.  The narrator is the one 
who receives grace in ÒA Good Man is Hard to Find,Ó by telling the story.  The 
narrator has received more awareness and redemption than anyone else in the 
story, although he has no physical appearance to prove it.   

The good man in the story is truly hard to f ind because he is the 
narrator.  Plot, tone, and characterization all point to this conclusion.  The 
narrator has no physical body within the story and can only express his character 
through his words.  Perhaps OÕConnor is saying f ictional stories are an excellent 
source of a spiritual awakening.   
 

End Notes 
1  OÕConnor, Flannery. ÒA Good Man is Hard to FindÓ Understanding 
Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing. Eds Kalaidjian, Walter, 
Judith Roof, and Stephen Watt. Boston: Houghton Miff in. 406-417. Future 
refrences to ÒA Good Man is Hard to FindÓ will be from this text.  
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