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The April through June period includes one of the library’s busiest week of the year in terms of activities with National Library Week and some of its quietest weeks as most students leave for the summer break. Major accomplishments included the establishment of an executive advisory board for the library, a new program to engage students and faculty in talking about the impact of books and reading on their lives, and improving the library’s ability to provide wireless access to the Internet.

BOOKS THAT ILLUMINATE


Three students in Brooke Hessler’s Honors Composition II class developed a program to engage students, faculty, and staff in talking about books that have made a difference in their lives. Monica Storozyszyn, Beatriz Negrete, and Lauren Keller chose faculty, administrators, and students, and engaged them in a dialog about books. As part of the project they created posters that will be displayed in the library in the fall along with copies of the selected books which will be available for other students, faculty, and staff members to check out and read.

EXECUTIVE ADVISORY BOARD


The library’s executive advisory board held its first meeting on May 26, 2005. Ann Lacy was elected to chair the group and Henry Browne was elected as vice-chair. Additional members include Mark Davies, Richard Dulaney, Tom Dulaney, Brenda McDaniel, Tom McDaniel, William F. Shdeed, Susan Small, Victoria Swinney, and Susan McVey. The board approved its bylaws and discussed ways to enhance library visibility and revenue and ideas for additional members to serve on the board.

IN MEMORIUM


May 4, 2005 saw the passing of long-time library staff member John Fleming. We will miss his friendly greetings and his thoughtful comments in addition to his tireless efforts in promoting the library and the services of the Foundation Center Cooperating Collection.

OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL BOOK FESTIVAL


Four librarians and two staff members provided support for the Oklahoma Centennial Book Festival held in the Meinders School of Business building on May 21, 2005. The festival was a great success and the library staff had the opportunity to meet many Oklahoma authors and readers and help them enjoy this day of celebrations of reading and writing.

LIBRARY-WIDE WIRELESS ACCESS

The library added wireless access points throughout the building in May. This makes it possible for students, faculty, and staff members to use their wireless-enabled laptops anywhere in the building to access the Internet and the campus network. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK


The library celebrated National Library Week April 10-16, 2005 with a wide range of activities. Library visitors entered daily drawings each time they used library services or contributed to the library’s food drive for Skyline Urban Ministries. A “Food for Fines” food drive allowed students to erase library fines while helping the needy by donating non-perishable food items


Thanks to many kind donors, we offered 70 door prizes during the week. The door prize competition had 461 entries. This number included a considerable increase in the use of reference and information services, which is an important part of library service that has been underutilized.

NATIONAL LIBRARY WORKERS DAY


Library workers were recognized at a special reception on April 12, 2005. During the rest of National Library Week, the library staff celebrates the services we offer to our constituents, but on National Library Workers Day, we take time out to celebrate and honor those who make the services possible.

Special awards were presented to library faculty and staff members for continuing education, library improvement ideas, displays, and revenue enhancement ideas. In addition, the ceremony recognized extraordinary accomplishments in the previous year in scholarship, professional and community service, and continuing education. 


Several library faculty members presented scholarly or artistic work outside the library in the previous year. Christina Wolf and John Heisch completed articles for the upcoming Encyclopedia of Oklahoma. Chariyar Nillpraphan helped facilitate a campus workshop on putting courses on the web. Laura Teske presented a paper at the Southwest/Texas Popular Culture Conference. Wolf and Teske published and exhibited original art works. In addition, staff member Parker Atkins served as a member of a panel on the transition to a new cataloging program at the Amigos annual conference. 


We took time to recognize the eight librarians and staff members who serve on 13 campus committees, 5 professional committees, and several community groups.


Continuing education was another important part of the celebration of library worker achievements. Every member of the staff has participated in continuing education in the last year, and the average for the library is almost 10.5 per person. These educational opportunities included the final two classes in a MLIS degree, 1 other graduate class, 4 undergraduate classes, 64 training opportunities offered here in the library, 31 campus training opportunities, 29 professional workshops, 25 professional meetings, and community, online, and other training opportunities. 

AWARD WINNERS:

Continuing Education Individual Award:

Joyce Peterson won this award with 19 continuing education activities.
Continuing Education Department Award:

Monographic Acquisitions Department (Parker Atkins and Laura Teske) and “individuals in one person departments” (Susan Small and Christina Wolf) tied for this award with an average of 13 activities per person.
Best Library Improvement Idea:

Beth Schipul won for adding online government document location to the catalog. Other nominees included Ronnie Dollar for electronic reference service, Ed Bryant for improved directional and informational signs, Susan Small for shelves for personal belongings in the restrooms, Laura Teske for enabling printing from online catalog computers, and Christina Wolf for suggesting the Honors Study Area.

Best Display:

Joyce Peterson won for “The Vietnam Experience for Let’s Talk About It Oklahoma,” September 2004. Other nominees included John Fleming’s United Nations Day display in October, Laura Teske’s  James McBride/OCU Reads display in August and Christina Wolf’s series of displays for the O.C.U. Centennial activities in September.

Revenue Enhancement:

Laura Teske won for more than doubling the library’s income from library book sale through higher prices and a special December sale. The runner-up was John Heisch’s suggestion to change the one-time $20.00 fee for library friends to an annual membership fee for library courtesy cards. (Library courtesy cards allow any adult resident of the greater Oklahoma City area to borrow books and other materials from our collection.)

Library Supporter:

Bernie Patterson was chosen as the individual outside the library who provided the most significant support in the past year for 

for his consistent efforts to provide more visibility and funding for the library.

