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The library saw major changes beginning in July and those changes continued in the most recent three months. Changes included new techniques and prices for the library book sale, new book displays and continuing improvements to the library’s web presence. The library also sponsored an open house for the expanded Archives, added a new database subscription, and began work to include information about all of the university’s musical recordings in the online catalog. The library also passed an important milestone when the last collection included only in the old card catalog, the O.C.U. Thesis collection, was added to the online catalog and the old card catalog cabinets could be removed. 
BOOK SALE
     Donated books are an important part of the library’s overall acquisitions, but many donated books represent items the library already owns or do not meet the needs of the library. Library staff members have been working to review all books donated to the library and add the appropriate ones to the library’s collection. 

     Since the acquisition of newly published books is a high priority for the library, and proceeds from the library book sale aid in that endeavor, the library has also implemented new procedures to increase book sale revenue. This includes increasing the prices of materials to $.50 for paperback and $1.00 for hardback books and holding a special book sale in December featuring more valuable titles at higher prices. 

     These new methods have resulted in a dramatic increase in book sale revenue. Book sale revenue averaged less than $15.00 per month until September 2004. New emphasis on the book sale increased revenue to a total of $227.79 in October and November and $320.30 in December alone.
NEW BOOK DISPLAYS

Monographs Librarian Laura Teske created and regularly updates a display of newly received books. This area has become popular with patrons who drop by regularly to see what is new.

NEW DATABASE ADDED

In cooperation with other Oklahoma academic libraries, the library added access to Ebsco’s Communication and Mass Media Complete. This new database was created by the merger of CommSearch and Mass Media Articles Index. It provides index entries, abstracts, and many full text articles from magazines, journals, and books related to communication and the mass media.

INCREASED ACCESS TO MUSICAL RECORDINGS 

The Wanda L. Bass School of Music and the Dulaney-Browne Library have begun a cooperative project to create a searchable database of all of the university’s musical recordings. At this point music school students have created a list of compact discs from the music school collection that have catalog records readily available and the library staff have cataloged over 400 phonograph records from the library collection. In the coming months library staff will add the compact discs cataloging identified by music students and the remaining library phonograph records to the library catalog. When that is complete the music school phonograph records will be added. When this project is complete, students and others will be able to search the online catalog and easily find all of the copies and versions of musical recordings that are available on campus.

LIBRARY VISION AND MISSION STATEMENTS REVISED

The Dulaney-Browne Library faculty completed and approved new vision and mission statements for the library.

The New Vision: The Dulaney-Browne Library aspires to develop information literate students, faculty and staff through outstanding resources and programs that support the teaching, research, and service commitments of the university.

The New Mission Statement:  The Dulaney-Browne Library facilitates the pursuit of knowledge, teaches information literacy, and supports the academic, intellectual, and spiritual research needs of the university and broader community by providing information resources and instruction in their use for the university and broader community. The library provides resources and services by cooperating with other libraries, purchasing books and other materials representing a broad range of views, participating in the United States Federal Depository Program, providing specialized leased information sources available through the Internet, providing preservation and access to various archival and special collections, maintaining a Foundation Center Cooperating Collection, and providing space and programming for interdisciplinary activities related to information use.
EXPANDING  WEB PRESENCE

 The library’s web page committee (Chariyar Nillpraphan, Beth Schipul and Laura Teske) has continued to make improvements to the library’s web presence. All of the secondary web pages from the library’s main page have been updated to the new format, and several have been completely rewritten. In addition, the library’s new vision and mission statements as well as policy statements concerning courtesy cards, gifts, interlibrary loan, document delivery, and guest computer use have been added to the web.

ARCHIVES OPEN HOUSE


The University and Methodist Archives hosted an open house on November 16 to showcase its new space. Guests included OCU faculty, staff, and administrators as well as leaders in the Oklahoma Methodist history. Nearly 40 people attended and toured the newly expanded facility.

NEW HOURS POPULAR

Students have been taking advantage of the additional ½ hour that the library is open in the morning. Several individuals regularly arrive shortly after 8:00 a.m. and check out the new book displays or begin studying.
ONLINE CATALOG NOW INCLUDES O.C.U. THESES 
Access Services Librarian Beth Schipul, Archivist Christina Wolf, and Monographs Librarian Laura Teske worked on a project to quickly add short records for each Oklahoma City University thesis available in the library to the online catalog. This was the final task in the 10 year long process of transferring all of the information from the card catalog to the online catalog.
CARD CATALOG REMOVED

Shortly after the final records included only in the old card catalog had been transferred to the online catalog, volunteers began dismantling and removing the card catalog. Volunteers removed and boxed the cards and delivered them to a recycler, who paid the library $36.40 for the recycled paper. The volunteers then removed the plastic drawers and laminate cabinets. These are also being recycled into work benches.

STRATEGIC PLAN IN FINAL DRAFT

By the end of December, a completely new strategic plan draft was being reviewed by the library staff. The library director and faculty had been working since August to develop a new plan based more directly on the university’s strategic initiatives and providing more user-focused vision for the library’s future.

